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Text of Ford’s Letter to §enator Church

Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Nov. 4—
Following is the text of Presi-
dent Ford’s letter to Senator
Frank Church urging that
the Senate Select Committee
investigating the intelligence
community not make public
its report on the subject of
assassinations:

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN:

‘1 am writing to urge the
Select Committee not to make
public the report on the sub-
ject of assassinations, which
T understand is’ currently -in
preparation. Reviews of the
Select Committee’s draft as-
sassination report by officials
of the Departments of State
and Defense and the Central
Intelligence Agency, who ex-
amined it at the request of
your committee, have been
submitted to me by the heads
of those departments and the
agency. Under separate cover,
I am providing these classi-

| fied reviews for your consid-

eration, Their substance was

previously communicated to

the Select Committee staff by

the reviewing officials. I also ~

want to offer my views on
this matter and appeal to the
committee not to release this
report publicly. :

It is my opinion that pub-
lic disclosure now of infor-
mation I provided to the
Senate Select Committee con-
cerning allegations of politi-
cal assassination activities of
the United States Govern-
ment will result in serious
harm to the national interest
and may endanger individu-

the allegations were pub-
lished, the very idea that any
person or organization with-
in the United States Govern-
ment could consider assas-
sination as an acceptable act
is abhorent. I know vou share
this view and a determina-
tion t0 make certain that
such deeds will not take
place in the future.

To faciliate legitimate in-
vestigation of allegations re-
lated to assassination, I have
endeavored to make available
all the materials in the exe.
cutive branch on this subject

; may endanger the

to the Select Committees of
the Senate and the House and
the Department of Jusfice.
This was done under pro-
cedures designed to serve the
national interest. The ma-
terials were turned over in
classified form. You will re-
call that I said oh June 9,

1975:;

“I know that the members

of the Congress nvolved wlil

exericse utmost prudence in

the handling of such informa-

tion.”

It is not a question of
withholding information re-
quired by the Select Commit-
tee to carry out its inquiry
into these allegations, which
relate entirely to past Admin-
istrations of both parties. On
the contrary, I have en-
deavored to make all of the
information available to your
committee so that legislation
can be proposed, if necessary,
and to the Justice Depart-
ment to faciliate any investi-
gatoin indicated. However,
we must distinguish. between
disclosure to the Select Com-
mittee of sensitive informa-
tion and publication of that
information which is harmful
to the national interest and
physical
safety of ndividuals,

There is no question about
access to these materials by
appropriate officials. The only
issue concerns publication
which obviously cannot be
limited to members of Con-
gress and other * American
citizens. )

Public release of these offi-
cial materials and informa-

“tion will do grievous damage

to our country. It would
likely be exploited by foreign
nations and groups hostile to
the United States in a man-
ner designed to do maximum
damage to the reputation and
foreign policy of the United
States. It would seriously im-

pair our ability to exercise a
positive leading role in world
affairs.

I am convinced that pub-
lication at this time will en-
danger individuals named
in. the report or who can
be identified when foreign
agents carefully study it. 1
am sure none of us want
such an unfortunate result,
I urge that we avoid any
action that would bring it
about. -

I have sought to balance
the competing interests in-
volved in this matter. I made
relevant intelligence informa-
tion and documents availahle
to the appropriate committees
of Congress and the Depart-
ment of Justice. However, to
protect our national defense
and ability to conduct foreign
affairs, as well as the tradi-
tional American right of in-
dividual privacy, I have pro-
vided most of this informa-
tion in classified form.

There can be legislation, if
deemed necessary, and proge-
cutions, if warranted. But let
us do this without the damage
to the United States, which
will occur if this information
is made available to actual
and potential enemies of the
United States. 1

For the reasons set out
above, I appeal to you and
your colleagues on the Sen-
ate Select Committee to op-
pose publication of thig re-
port on alleged assassination
activity. ]

I am sure the Select Com-
mittee will recognize the
enormous responsibility it has
to see to it that serious dam-
age will not result to the
United States by the publica-
tion of this report and will
recognize also the duty which
I have to emphasize the dis-
astrous consequences which
can .occur by publication.

Smcerely,
GERALD FORD




