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Mock Poisoning of Subway
Is Described to Senators

Engineer Says ‘Bulbs’ on Tracks Burst
and Contents Were Quickly Spread
by Wind of Passing Trains

NYTimes SEP 19 1975

By NICHOLAS M. HORROCK

Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Sept. 18—
Army scientists secretly spread
simulated biological poison on
two subway linés in Manhattan
in the mid nineteen-sixties to
test the vulnerability of .the!
New York subway system toi
a biological warfare attack, a
Department of Defense e n-
gineer testified today.

Charles Senseney, a project
engineer who developed wea-
pons such as an electric poison
dart gun and a system to
spread biological poison from
a fluorescent bulb, told the
Senate Select Committee on
Intelligence that he tookp art
in the New York “vulnerability
study” . as one of many such
efforts aimed at testing the
dangers of biological warfare.

His account provided the first
substantial details of the sub-
way project, which was dis-
closed Tuesday in testimony
and documents submitted to
the Senate panel by William
E. Colby, the Director of Cen-
tral Intel-iigence. :

Mr. Senseney said the studies,
conducted by the staff of the
Army laboratories at Detrick,
iMd., hadbe en performed on,
behalf ofthe Army and the
Central Intelligence Agency.
They included tests at the
White House, the Pentagon, a
Food and Drug Administration
building in Washington and
McGuire Air Force base in New
Jersey.

Subway Tests Described

In a meeting with reporters
after today’s hearing, Mr.
Senseney gave this account of
the New York City subway
experiments: . . :

Possibly in 1966 or 1967,
Mr. Senseney and 20 other Fort
Detrick employes were sent to
New York for the two-week
test. Th e“operator” of the test
threw “bulbs” -of a simulated
biological poison on the tracks
of two subway lines. He said
he believed, but could not be
sure, they they were the Sixth
and Eighth Avenue lines in
Manhattan.

The bulbs burst and the wind
of the passing subway trains
spread ‘the simulated poison
along the tracks. He said that
in the short time it took for
two traing to pass the simulat-
ed poison was spread from
15th Street to 58th Street.

Mr. Senseney’s conclusion,
which appeared to be the con-
clusion of the experiment, was

that the subway system could!

“not be safeguarded against”
this type of attack. If the attack
was carried out during. rush
hours, he said, it would “put
‘New York out of commission.”

Mr. Senseney said his -role
in the experiment was as a
“sampler.” He and part of the
team rode the subways with
a sampling device to test the
spread of the simulated poison.
His was kept on his belt with
the appearance of a photograp-
hic light meter, he said.

City Officials Not Told '

He said the other detection
deiivices had been hidden inj
pocketbooks and other camo-!
flauges so the subway passen-'
gers would not know what was.
being done. He .said that to
his knowledge —- and Senate
committee documents appear
to confirm this —neither the
New York City Government
nor the Transit Authority offi-:
cials were aware that such a
test was being conducted.

He said that the stimulant,
which he declined to identify,
was harmless. Several biolo-
gists, however, said it was im-
possible to tell if the stimulant
‘was entirely harmless without
knowing what it was.

Mr. Senseney said that, “de-|
pending on the agent” used,:
someone who wanted to attack
the subways could either intro-
duce material to kill large num-
bers of the passengers or make:
them ill. He said the tests were;
conducted between rush hours,
but that a real attempt to dis-
able the city would call for
an attack during rush hours.

Mr. Senseney said the New
York project was part of a
broader effort to discover how
vulnerable the United States
was to germ warfare, stretch-
ing from the early nineteen-six-
ties. ‘

He knew of, but did not
participate directly in, tests at
the White House, Mr. Senseney
said. He added that the White
House experiment had revealed
that the building had faulty -
air filters that made it extemely
vulnerable to a biolgoical at-
tack. :

Dye in Water System

Mr. Senseney confirmed un-
der questioning by Senator
Gary Hart, Democrat of Colora-
do, that the Fort Detrick labs
had secretly placed a colored
dye into the water system of
a Washington building used by
the Food and Drug Administra-
tion to test how fast the occu-,
pants could be Kkilled or incapa-
citated by (introducing'a biolo-
gical agent into the water sys-
tem. Mr. Senseney said he had
developed a special drill that
allowed the dye to be punched
into a water pipe without leak-
age or a change in the water
pressure,

Mr. Senseney, said that his

speciality at the Fort Detrick
laboratories was making ‘“hard-
ware”’ devices to deliver poi-
sons and biological agents.
! He said he developed the
“M-17 dart gun system, an
apparatus for firing poison
.darts. The electric dart gun
shown by the C.IA. at Tues-
day’s hearing was one of the
guns developed as a by-product
of this system, Mr. Senseney
said.

He said that his unit, the
Special Operations Division at
Fort Detrick had received as-
signments to create exotic wea-
ponry. Most of the assign-!
ments came from the Armv,
mainly the special® forces, he
said, though he recalled one
request from the C.ILA. to de-
velop a hand-held dart gun that
could shoot a poison dart into
a dog without leaving a trace.

Use in Asia Reported

Authoritative intelligence
sources said that poison.darts
had been used operationally in
Asia to “incapacitate” guard
dogs at installations the C.I.A.
wanted to enter surreptitiously.
The poison did not kill the
dogs, these sources said; in-
stead it put them out for sev-
eral hours but left no trace so
that examination wouyld not re-
veal the dogs had been out of
action. - ) !

Mr. Senseney said that the;
agency had asked for some 50
of these weapons and that he|
believed the agency had used:
them operationally. On sev-
eral occasions, he said, he de-
livered the waepons to agency
officials and they were returned
six or seven.weeks expended.

“We didn’t get any feedback
[from the agency] so you didn’t
know whether the device
worked or not,” Mr. Senseney
said.

Under questioning by Senator
Walter Huddleston, Democrat
of Kentucky, Mr. Senseney
acknowledged that the system
could have been used to Kkill
human beings and he could not/.
rule out the possibility that this
had been done.

He said he had developed
‘darts that would go through
clothing and enter human be-
ings without a trace. He said
that one device had been devel-
oped for the Vietnam war but
‘had not been put into produc-
tion quickly enough to be util-
ized.

Too ‘Exoti¢’ For Use

Mr. Senseney said he had also|:
developed dart launchers that
appeared to be walking canes|:
and umbrellas, as well as a de-
vice that fitted into a fluore-
scent bulb and spread a biologi-
‘cal poison when the light was
switched on. Later he told
newsmen it could easily “take
out” more than 100 newsmen
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Charles Senseney, right, a former projects engineer for the Department of Defense, - .,
talks with Frank Church, chairman of Senate panel on intelligence, before testifying.
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was so exotic “even the spe-Mr. Senseney cffering the| The committee will continu&”
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