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) ’WASHINGTQN, Sept. 17—
Richard Helms, the former Di-
rector of Central Intelligence,
told a Senate committee today
.that he had issued an oral
command to halt the CI.A.s
blochemical weapons program
d to destroy its stockpiles,
ut that he had v never fol-
dowed up to find out if his
‘order had been carried out.
.4 He also testified that he had
-tiever issued a written order on
.the matter.

%" Mr. Helms, now the Ambas-
ssador to Iran, went before the
~Senate Select Committee on
intelligence  accompanied by
iThomas Karamessines, his for-
«mer deputy for covert opera-
itions. Mr. Helms told the com-
‘mittee that when he learned
in February, 1970, of President
(Nixon’s order that all biochemi-
¥cal weapons be destroyed, he
.wand Mr. Karamessines agreed
vhat the C.I.A. “had no choice
Jut to comply.” “We agreed
0 éerminate the program,” he
P¥aid.

we Mr. Karamessines told the
%iommittee that he and Mr.
s#elms discussed the matter
WWith Dr. Sidney Gottlieb, the
wdirector of the Technical Servi-
iCes Division of the C.LA., which
shad over-all control of the pro-
*sram. Mr. Karamessines said
‘that it was his “understanding
with Gottlieb that all toxins
in possession of the agency
‘be returned to Fort Detrick
Tor destruction,”

2d Day of Hearings

Mr. Helms and Mr. Karames-
Sines appeared as witnesses in
the second day of the Senate
‘Committee’s public inquiry into
why the C.LA. failed to destroy
two deadly biochemical poi-
sons, a shellfish toxin and a
.poison derived from cobra ven-
‘om, after the Presidential order
dn 1970.
= The committee’s counsel,
J.A.0. Schwarz 3d, said that
sthe committee would question
Dr. Gottlieb about the poisons
«and others matters in a closed
¥ession on Tuesday. He said,
r&pwever, that Dr. Gottlieb’s
Jddwyers had “indicated” that
«their client might invoke his
‘onstitutional right under the

ifth Amendment not to an-
Swer questions that might tend
W6 incriminate him. .
== If Dr. Gottlieb does invoke
#he amendment, Mr. Schwarz
#uid, the committee may consi-
dler whether it will grant him
=mmunity from prosecution to
&t the full story on the record.
«~Mr, Helms told the committee

that he knew of an 18-year-old,
$3-million C.LA. joint program
with -the Army’s Biological
Warfare Laboratory at Fort De-
trick, Md., to develop biochemi-

said that he felt Dr. Gottlieb

‘never doubted that the order

cal weapons.

« He said that he had been
aware that the program deve-
doped  biochemicals and such
Jdelivery systems ag dart guns,
,but that he had never ordered
Such weapons used against hu-
Mman beings. “I don’t ever recall
considering it, let alone author-
Jzing it,” he said.
. Mr. Karamessines said that
Ae had “no recollection of the
actual use of any of the mater-
ials)” but acknowledged that
df they had been used to kill
& watchdog in a foreign opera-
Mion he might not have been
Anformed. He said that he was
Sure he had never ordered their
used against a human being.
“As Mr. Helms and others
who know me are aware, I
would not have continued [at
the C.LA] if there was a re-
quirement for the Kkilling of
a_human being,” Mr. Karames-
Sines said. He has spent some
30 years in covert operations
with the Office of Strategic
Services and the C.LA.

Three Made Decision

Mr. Helms testified that be-
fore President Nixon ordered
biochemical warfare weapons
destroyed, he asked a National
Security Council commlittee to
study the question. Mr. Helms
said, however, that he had not
told the committee that the
C.LA. possessed such weporns,
mainly because It was not
cleared to have such informa-
tion under national securlty
standards.

He also said that he had
never doubted that the Pres-
ident’s order applied to the
C.I.A. Both Mr. Helms and Mr.
Karmessines said that they
were “surprised” to learn five
year later that all the mter-
ials had not been destroyed.

Dr. Nathn Gordon, who was
in charge of biochemical mater-
il& in the Technical Services
Division, testified yesterday
that he and two other men
in his section had decided tol
retain supplies of the shellfish
toxin and the poison made from
cobra venom.

Dr. Gordon said that although
he knew about the 1970 Pres-
idential order, he did not regard
the materials as being covered
under it. Moreover, he said,
he had received no written di-
rective from the C.JI.A. hie-
;‘afchy to get rid of the mater-
ials.

Today, Mr. Helms said that
he had not issued a written
order on the matter because
Mr. Karamessines and Dr. Got-
tlieb accepted verbal orders as
f‘orders written in blood.” He

and Mr. Karamessines were
two of the most honorable men
iIn the country, and tha. he

would b2 carried out.




