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WASHINGTON — A prom-
inent Midwestern governor,
respected for his intelligence
and rational judgment pri-
‘vately expressed concern re-
cently that investigations of
the Central Intelligence
Agency mi Uht uncover,
among other thmgg agency
links to the assagsinations of
the “Kennedys, Martin - Lu-
ther. King,. and the shootmg
of George Wallace. »

“Do  you really believe
‘that?’’ reporters dsked in-
creduloual\

th]e governors are not

necessaz ily more stable than
anyone- elsé, ‘they generally
should have mere faith in
the system and be less sus-
picious of grand consplra-
cies:

But it may be that the
mind-shattering e&:perlence
of Watergdte has propelled
all® Americans to ‘a new
thireshold ‘of - insecutity
abwt then' gm elnment

We now. read dallv »vhat
we ' only  suspected in the
past: ‘that Presidents he
that*'J. Edgar Hoover ‘Was
not a saint; that the Central
In};elligence Agency won’t
even deny it was involved in-
political assassinations
abrodd , ¢

In such.an: atmosp here it
15« gnly natiral that old. ques-
uons about ‘the hation’s most
mfamous crimes — pal tlcal

] s

muldexs at< homfe — are
adam bemo raised.

Conspiracy theorles sifr-
* rounding the deaths of John
and Robert Kennedy,

%‘ 8
and / the attempted assasgl—

S0t Wa}lace ‘never
more

nation ~
_ died, even though i

b i (A

any way whatsoever .

' tion by such a high-rank

Tecent years.the debate has
‘heen Timited to. conspxracy
fregaks and amateur sleu’chs i

H aunting, unanswered
questions still linger around
aII four cases. But the most

l}tﬂe ground for consplracy
breeding is the first — the
murder ' of the Pres1dent in
Dallas in 1963,

Within the month an@ther ‘
new book on a worn ’coplc
has appeared, alleging that
volce-stress. eva]uatmn tests
prove that Lee Harvey Os-
wald was nof; LyKennedy’ § as-
sassin.

A skeptic of some stature

qiormer Democratie Sen

Rﬁlph Yarborough of “’?I“‘exas
as called forthe 0pe
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iuvestlgatwn And, < almost
casually, the Rockefeller
ommission 1nvest1gat1ng

s indeed examining possi-

- ble linksbetween the agency

and Oswald. %

Because Oswald: one" e‘-
fected to the Soviet @*mon
and then returned to the
United States, it was quie

ey
and widely assumed % '

such a relationship emstegi
But on :May 18, 1964, 268
Director  Joohn McCone
swore before the” Warren
Commission that the agency
had never communicated.di-
rectly or indirectly with Os-
wald; that he was not an
agent, employe, or inform-
ant: and. the agency was ney-
er unlle"de with him “iﬂ

“%1'

In 1964, a sworn declq

government offmal was
enough. Tn 1975, it is not.
And now amateur sleuths,
professmnal sleuths, and/
journalists are plowing®

through a lot of dusty infor-
tion in search of new

210

'clu  that might link Os
‘to the'ﬁgmatmn s intell
apparatus.

Oswald’s potential far con-,

CIA has confirmed that -

e

g:.
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| | tact ‘with the CIA is great.
the actual con nections,

;ed o rather tenuous relz-
tio hlps W1th three- mdwxd—

: m._ are suSpeeted “of
havmg h d ties to the CIA

The ﬁrst is Clay Shaw, the |
Iaté New - Orleans busmeSs- .

‘man who was a target. of
Dls‘tmct Attorney Jim Garri-
. 50n’s discredited assassina-
tion investigation. Garrisen,
for all his efforts, never
proved a single link between
Shaw and Oswald. .

The ‘best anyone can do‘*n
that regard is that Oswald
orce passed out pro- Casj;ro
leaflets in a building owned
by Shaw. And that the
well-traveled Shaw, ir has
role as international trader,
most likely passed informa-
tion to the CIA at one time
or another.

The second relatlonshlp is-

'hardiy more fruitful. Qswald
conSIdered as his best friend
& man named George ‘de
Mohrenschildt, a Russian-
born petroleum engine

“who came to the Umted:

States in 1938.

The Warren Commlaswn
concluded that de Mohren-
schlldt had ' ne connection
with ‘the assassination. Buﬂ;

fro; can bor- |
der to: Panama n 1960 and
were in Guatemala when the
CIA launched part of its ill-
fated Bay of Pigs 1masaon
from there. The Warren ‘Te-
port “said de Mohrenschildt
later | rned over filmsg .and
- a full. account of his trayels
“to the U.S. governmed’c &

ThlS fact alone *has led
‘many conspiracy buffs. to
conclude that de Mohfen—
scléudt was at least an-in-
former for the CIA ‘and un-
doubtedly had told the agen-
;of his friend Qsw ald,

Who mtSpect

d15tr1but10n of pro
flets, O swald’s Ieaﬂgts
bore the "address of 544

at all, appear'restrict..

Reseamhm; ;
de Mohrenschlldrt of CIA

Camp St., an office he ap-
parently never occupied,

. The office at 544 Camp St.
had been used, however, as
the headquarters for an
anti-Castro organization
known as the Cuban Demo-
cratic Revolutionary Front,
which was widely rumored
to be a rCIA-funded opera-
tion,

#* was ad]acent o see-
ond ‘office. (fronting at 581
Lafayette St. around the cor-
nep) occupied by Banister, a’
former Chicago FBI agent,
ands an ex-deputy New Or-
leans police- commissioner
who doubled as a private de-
tectwe and government con-

tact with the community of |

Cuban revolutionaries 1n
New Orleans

M Tore fchan one thnesszge-
mémbers seeing boxes of Ti-
fles, ammunition, and gi;en-
ades in Banister’ sofflc° Al
though their credibility is
not unchallenged, they all
profess a common belief:
Banister was a CIA or mili-
tary ngtelhgence contact
with a contingent of Cubans

being trained for the Bay of

Plgs mvasmn.

.{“"

Thie mysterious David
Ferrie, a key figure in_the
Garrison investigation, ofteni
boasted of 'his own involve-
ment in-the Bay of Pigs and
of burning Cuban cane flelds
for the U.S. government; He
was a frequent visitor to

A Banister’-s office,

The files of Garrison’s old
investigation and the person-.
al inquiries of Joum‘whsts

and consplracg f
of the names of

, ‘br

1r g mﬁw
On‘ Is a forrner Bamster
aide, . Jerry Brooks, ‘*an ex-
Mmute Man who
Banister with ;
Brooks Gatlin Sr., wh ep-
resented some: m;fsfe“hous

SD

A:’,orgam% tion known é“é“" the




