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41Ex-Aid‘eS‘_ Knew of No Johnson Order
:ToSet Up Domestic Office Within C.LA.

" By SEYMOUR M. HERSH
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Jan. 17 —
Foug former high-ranking mem-
bexs of the Johnson Administra-
tign said today that they knew
og no Presidential directive
ordering the Central Intelligence
Afency to set up a special
office in 1967 to handle domes-
ti€; intelligence about radical
and antiwar groups. )

iIn testimony before a Sen-
ate subcommittee yesterday,
Righard Helms, former Director
ofii Central Intelligence, said
th;_gt the agency had set up
a.'special office to monitor
domestic antiwar -activities “in
response to the express concern
oftthe President.”

Mr. Helms, who is now the
Ambassador to Iran, did not
spécify which President had
expressed the concern or when
the office was established. On
Wednesday, however, William
E.*Colby, the present C.LA.
ditector, told another Senate
subicommittee that Mr. Helms
had authorized the special uf-
fice on Aug, 15, 1967, at a
tihe when questions . were
“raised as to whether foreign
stithulation or support:was be
ing: provided to this dissiden
activity.” Lyndon B. Johnson
was President at that time. :

%~ Deny Johnson Role
.. The four Johnson Administra-
tion officials—Dean Rusk,” for-
met Secretary of State; Walt
W.* Rostow, former national
security adviser; Joseph:- A,
Cafifano Jr, former spedial
assistant, and James R. Jones,
former appointments secrgtary
—took exception to any sug-

Mr. Colby acknowledged that!
the special office” set up by
Mr. Angleton and Mr. Helms
had placed at least 22 under-
cover agents in the antiwar
movement as part of a domestic;
counterintelligence . effort that’
resulted in the accumulation of.
files on 10,000 Americans.
Mr. Rusk did recall, however,
that'the Johnson Administration
had ‘developed some “hard evi|
dence” that foreign govern-
ments were involved in support-
ling the antiwar efforts in the
[United States. He' did not
elaborate. The Administration
decided not té-ake its infor-
Imation available, Mr. Rusk said, |
because “we didn’t iwant tol
smear all the others:-who were:
. legitimat2ly against the war.”,
Mr. Rostow, now a professor’
at. the University of Texas, said
he had- “no memory” of any
presidential order calling on
the C.LA. to "begin domestic
antiwar operations, “and I sus-
pect I would have.?
Another high-ranking Johnson

Administration _ official, who
did not wish to be quoted, said;
that the: C.LA. and other in-
telligence agencies had been:
asked by the White House to:
make assessments of domiesti

unrest following student: dis-!
turbances in the United States,
France, Britain, Japan and West
Germany in the lgie nineteen-
sixtiess : . 5

Dean Rusl)c

; Jurisdiction Issue

! Such assignments were care-
 fully made, he said, because of
White' House awareness of"the
. “delicacy” of the jurisdictional

Walt W, Rostow

gestion that the C..A’s domes-f
tic'<operations were initiated
becduse of concern voiced by
President Johnson. .
The four Johnson aides com-
mented in telephone interviews.
“I was stunned, I was really

stunned when' Iread the story”| .

about -Kr. Helms:s testimony,
said Mr., Califano, who was di-
rectly involved in the White
House response to the civil
rights riots and other di‘stur-‘
bances in the nineteen-sities.!
“I kad to ask myself after read-|
ingit—were- there two White
Houses dn 1967?” :
. The ormer aide said he had
“a0- knowledge” of any Pres-
iertial directive authorizing
therC.LA. to begin collécting:
dorjtestic intelligence, He said'
he had heard, President John-:
son® express suspicions about:
foreign involvement in the anti-|
war® and other protests. “Buti
every time I asked somebody
for! specifics about it, there
turned out to be nothing there.”

i

Never Heard

Mr. Jones, now a Democratic |’
Repeesentative from OkJaghoma
whd' served in the Presidential
appointments office from 1965
to 1969, also recalleq -hearing;

'

boundaries between the C.LA.

e FEE—
Mr.glohnson mention his SUsSpl-I and the Federal Bureau of In-

cion§ about the origins of the igation
antiwar movement. , vestigation. 5 .

“Fdon’'t know how well you; The F.B.I: has‘sole.respor}m-
knely President Johnson,” he bility for'countermte_lllgence,ac-
added, “but he said a lot of tivities in the United States

jof the CLA’s Counterint8lii-

things on a lot of subjects.”
“Pnever heard him give any
king of order, direction or re-
ceive any kind of direct report|
frory the CLA.” about domestic;
actigities, Mr. Jones said. While!
working in the appointments
offige, he said, he monitored all:
requests of Federal agencies to
andsfrom the President. |

ff. Rusk, now & professor : . s
at N‘?h 5 K - such things as humanizing bu-

e University of Georgia,
said, 41" must) eonfess-that I
never heard “of an“in
security section’ of “the. CIL.A.
and when the head of “it”re-
signed, I'd never heard of him.”

The former Secretary of State
was referring - to Jares J.
Angleton, the former 'director

gence Division who resigned one
day after the first published
reports about the 'a’é{i’cy‘si
domestic activities. # * &

22 Agents Reported . l :

In his testimony Wednesday,

i : ; ‘
" firmation hearings on his am-

under the 1947 National Secu-
ity Act.
rm‘I‘IJ“&recalll that the reports
showed that the Communists
were very slow to get into the
student uprising in Paris,” the
former . official said. The  re-
ports~ also “showed, he ' said,
that ‘students, in the United
“'States; and ‘els€where were €x-
pressiig great  “concern over

reaucracies” and the like. “It
was less political,” the source
said of the dissent, than some
Administration officials ‘had
spected. o
Sul\gr.: Helms, who has, strongly
denied any wrongdoing in:con-
necfion with the C.LA, domes-
tic .operations, is scheduled. to
testify Wednesday before the
Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee. He will be -questioned
_then, Senate soutces said today,
about seemingly contradictory
1iestimony about - Such - opera-
*tions that he gave during con-

basadorial appeintment in 1973.



