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CIAC lefs
Answers on

UsS. Spying

Washington

CIA Director William E.
Colby has informed the Jus-
tice Department of instance
of domestic surveillance by
the CIA, but has conterded
that insufficient’ grounds ex-
ist for prosecuting any.agen-
cy_personnel. S

Colby told department at-
torneys of CIA “skele(sqgs”
dating back to the early
19505, ¢the Los Augele
Times learned. He insisted,
however, that any misdeeds
by the agency were “few
and far between.”

Attorneys from both Ahe
criininal division and e€ivi]
rights division of the depart-
ment are investigating news
reports of massive illegal
spying by the CIA inside the
United States. Colby report-
edly has denied the reports,
although he has declined to
camment on them publicly.

Monday, with an eight -
member commiission named
by President ford to investi-
gate the reports.

¢ tio ns.

.The refusal of Lblby .and
othef. Ford - administration
officials to confirm or deny
publicly the original report
of .Spying has left the im-
pression that there must ba
considerable substance to
the report,

The report, published De-
cember 22 by the New ‘York
Times, prompted the investi-
gations.

Colby is known to ‘mc-
knowledge that the newdre-
port-was correct in identify-
ing some of the “skeletons™
unearthed in the CIA’s élos-
ets ‘'by his predecessoriiag
director, James R. Schlesin-
ger. the present secretary of
defense.

But' Colby contends that

; Teport exaggerated the
extent of the transgressions
by linking the cases of indi-
vidual misdeeds and domes-
tic ‘spying te a file contain-
ing the names of mor 1
9000 American citizens.

S the Americans were

- subjected to domestic spying

by

e CIA, which would vio-
the agency’s charter
s authority for spying
nited to foreign opera-
Colby told Justice De-

He is scheduled o meet . partment attorneys that the

file 'was not used as part of
any domestic spying 4 PIo-
gram by the CIA. ‘

question is whether
dstence of the file'

The CIA’s contention ap-
parently is that the file has
been used to aid the agen-
cy’s foreign operations and
as part of a program of ex-
changing information’ with
other intelligence agencies.



