“This @apability Is Fundamental’

Following  is  President
Ford's statement on the es-
teblishmeni of « commile
sion 1o investiquie charges
against the ClA:

I have today established a
commission o ascertain and
cvaluate any facts relating to
activities conducted within
the United States by the
Central Intelligence Azency
that zive rise to questions as
to whether the ageney has
exceeded  its statutory  au-
thority. T will soon be nam-
ing a distinguished croup of
members to serve on  this
“hlue ribbon™ panel.

In the worlid in which we
live. beset by continuinz
threats to our national secu-
ritvoitis vital that we main-
tain an effective intellizence
and counterintellizence  ca-
pability. This capability s
fundamental  in providinz
the safezuards that protect
our natinnal interests and
help avert armed  confliet.
The  Ceniral  Intellivence
Azeney has had a notable
record of Many suceesses in

this Lield, but by the nature
of its operations, such suc
cesses  and  achievements
cannot be divulged publicly.

It is essential in this re-
public that we meet gur se
curity requirements and at
the same time avoid impair-
ing our democratic institu-
tions and fundamental free-
doms. Intelliizence activities
must be conduected consist-
endy with both objectives,

To that end, in addition to
askinz the panel t{o detor-
mine whether the CIA has
cxeeeded its statutory  au-
thority, T have asked the
pancel to determine whether
existing safezuards are nde-
quate to preclude azency ac
tivities thai might ¢ bhe-
vond its authority and (o
make approvriate recom-
mendations. The commission
will immediately have {he
benefit of the report already
furnished to me by Director
W, E. Colby of the CIA. The
Justice Department is. of
course, also lookinrs into
such aspects of the matter
asoare  witlen dts jurisdic-
tion.

Ioam awr? of  current
plans ol variots commiiters
ol the ( Tess to hold
hearines on matters similar

"o

to those which will b o

aressed by the commission.
Whether hearinzs are un-
dertaken by existing ov
sight committees, or shou'd
the Congress deem o joint
House-Senate commiticr 1o
he the best
avoid a  profiferatinn o
hearin iis my o ostrons
hope  that the committe
consider the findinus &
recommendations of
commission.

[ am conlidont
throuzih the cooperative
forts of the (
branch. particularly
new commission. and
Conuress, the results v
beneficial both fo our
tional scceurity and 1o 1
traditions and institutions of
the republic

Moreover. b am writips o
those departmen: we
aseney heads who are »
sponsible for the overall
tellizence activities of (b
United States as related 1o
our national securiiy and
the conduct of our foreian
policy, for the purposs of
emphasizing that they ove
all times to conduet their ac-
tivities within the scone of
Creir respective  statgtory
authorities.
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