JUDGES APPOIT S |
TOSTUDY LPRIIAG
AT ATTICA PRISON

Panel Led by Dean McKay
of the N.Y.U. Law School
Includes Ex-Convict
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COURT HEARS INMATES

3 Charge They Were Beaten
After Revolt—8 Guards
Relieved as Unstable
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By WILLIAM E. FARRELL
A nine-member citizens com-
mittee with instructions to con-
duct a “full and impartial” in-
vestigation of all aspects of the
Attica prison uprising in which
10 hostages and 32 prisoners
were killed was named yester-
day by five judges.
The committee, which the
judges selected at the request
of “Governor Rockefeller and
the legislative leaders of both
parties, will be headed by Rob-
ert B. McKay, dean of the New
York University Law School
and chairman of the Citizens
Union. The panel also includes
a former convict and a crimi-
nology student. )
The five judges, including
Chief Judge Stanley H. Fuld of
the Court of Appeals, an-
nounced that their two-week
search for committee members
had ended in the drawing up
of a list.
Members of Committee
In addition to Dean McKay,!
the committee, which is sup-
posed -to investigate “jn detail
the events leading up to, dur-
ing and following the riot” at
Attica is-made up of:
The Rev. Edwin Broderick, the
Roman Catholi¢ Bishop of
Albany. :
Mrs. Amalia Guerrero, a retired
entertainer who is president
of the Society of Friends of

Amos Henix, executive director
of Reality House, Inc., and
a former convict who has
served time for attempted
assault, forgery and narcotics
violations.

Burke Marshall, deputy dean of
the Yale Law School and
chairman of the Vera Foun-
_dation.

Walter N. Rothschild, chairman
of the New York Urban Coa-
lition and former president
“of Abraham & Straus depart-
ment store.

Robert L. Carter, a lawyer and
former counsel to the Nation-
al Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People.

Mrs. Dorothy Wadsworth, pres-
‘ident of Neighborhood Health
Centers of Monroe County. |

William Willbanks, a 31-year-
‘old student at the School of
Criminal Justice at the Statei
University at Albany.

The announcement of the sel-|
ection of the citizens’ commit-!
tee came on a day in which
there were the following other
developments related to the pri-
son revolt:

@In United States District
Court in Buffalo three inmates
of the Attica prison charged
that guards had beaten them
and threatened their lives.since
the rebellion was quelled on
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Sept. 13. The prison’s superin-
tendent, Vincent R. Mancusi,
testified that he had had to re-
lieve eight prison guards after
the revolt ended because they
were emotionally unstable.

At Attica, state officials sai
that anxiety over the possibility

of concealed weapons in the;
prison was so great that five]
teams of security men were'
isearching the grounds with
metal-detecting devices.

Because of his widely pub-
licized one-man tour of the
state’s prisons, Senator John R.
Dunne, Republican of Nassau,
will probably not be recom-
mended by Republican legisla-
tive leaders to head a prison
reform commission.

gThe formation of a commit-
te to examine “all our assump-
tions” about prisons composed
of leading scholars was an-
nounced by former Senator

Puerto Rico.

Charles E. Goodell.

Wide Representation Sought

When the judges were asked
on Sept. 16 to pick a citizens!
panel, the Governor and thei
legislative leaders stipulated|
that it include representation
“from the community in its
broadest sense” and that these
named be “in no way related
to the events at Attica.”

In providing the list of names,
the judges that that selection
f the committee “concludes
our limited assignment with re-
spectto the events at Attica.”

The burden is now on Mr.
Rckefeller and the Republican
and Democratic leaders, the
judges said, “to invest the com-
mittee with powers. essential to
its investigation and to enable
it to function effectively.”

Mr. Rockefeller and the lead-
,ers announced onMonday that
$200,000 in state emergency
funds had been set aside to fi-
nancethe various investigations
under way of the Attica up-
rising.

Besides Judge Fuld, the com-
mittee was selected by the pre-
siding justices of the ‘state Ap-
pellate Division’s four depart-
ments. They are Harold A. Stev-
ens, First Department: Samuel
Rabin, Second Department; J.
Clarence Herlihy, Third Depart-
ment, and Harry D. Goldman,
Furth Department.

Governor Rockefeller’s office
was asked what sort of powers
the committee would have and
whether it would have any
jurisdiction over a criminal in-
vestigation of the Attica revolt]
being conducted by Deputy|
State Attorney General Rob.|
ert E. Fischer, a Rockefcller’
appointee. |
To Meet Early Next Week

A spokesman for Mr. Rocke-
feller said that Dean McKay
would meet with the Governor|
and legislative leaders on “the,
details” early next week.

Dean McKay said he had not

yet met with the committee

members or with aides of the

Governor.

i “My understanding is I wil
thave a call from the Gover-
inor’s counsel [Michael White-
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man] tomorrow to set up a
meeting of the legislative lea-.
ders and others involved,” Mr.:
McKay said, “to find out the
exact authority of the com-
mittee and its powers.” i
| At a Sept. 16 news confer-|
ence, Mr. Rockefeller said the
committee would have subpoe-
!na powers and would be re-|
tquired to “report to the pub-|
tlic all of the facts as rapidly
tas possible to end the argu-|
iments, the discussions and the|
uncertainties which exist.” |




At that time, the Governor
said the Fischer inquiry would
be a separate investigation
from the committees, buf that
“I'm sure he will cooperate.”

Because hem may eventually
be prosecuting cases, Mr.
Fischer, acting with a lawyer’s
caution, has provided almost no
‘information about his investiga-
i tion to the media.
| Reform Legislation Due

{ A flurry of investigations ha
ibeen spawned by the Attica
uprising and just- how or
[whether they will mesh remains
to be seen. Senator John R.
’Dunne, Republican of Nassau

{and chairman of the enate.
.Crime and Correction commit- - -
‘tee, has been investigating the °
‘revolt and a new state legislg- - -
‘tive commission is expected“to , .
be announced in a few days to -
recommend prison reform legis-
lation.

Earlier in the week judicial
sources reported that the five =
judges were having trouble in;
getting persons to accept the .y
committee assignment either . _
because it would be too time-
consuming or because they had;
personal views about the Atticas
uprising. L

Dean McKay said that agre
ing to be chairman of the com
mittee was “a difficult and fear-;
some task.” ;

“I'm sure all of the mem
bers of the committee will wan
to find out as much as we
can and make disclosure abau
what happened,” Mr. McKay .
said. &gy
“I only hope everyone will:"¥
want to share with us what
happened,” Mr. McKay added;: >
“and then we can try to deter
mine why it happened and wha
w can do about it.” N
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