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South Africa Sought to Gain Time in Angola, Aides Say

BY HENRY KAMM
Special to The New York Times .

CAPE TOWN, Feb. 5—Offi-
cials here assert that  South
Africa undertook its recent
drive into Angola on behalf of
two nationalist groups there on
the understanding that the
United States would rush suf-
ficent supplies- to make it pos-

.| sible to counter the Soviet-sup-

ported movement.

A high official said in an
interview that the South Afri-
can hope that the weapons
superiority of the Soviet-backed
forces could be balanced was
based on contracts with Amer-
ican officials, He did not name
the mas he made this state-
ment, but at another point he
expressed special disappoint-
ment with Secretary of State
Henry A. Kissinger. ’
“Wie had been in touch,” the
official said in an interview.
“We felt if we could give them
a lapse of time they could find
ways and means.”

Earlier, the official said:
“We accepted the utterances
of Mr. Kissinger and others. We
felt surely he has the neces-
sary pull to come forward with
the goods.”

Intead this, official and other
here

isaid, South Africa’s troops
.|found themselves in advanced

positions, supported only by
poorly armed troops of the

.|National Union for the Total
'|Independence of Angola and

themselves outgunned by the
combined forces of the Cuban
units -and the Popular Move-
ment for the Liberation of
Angola,

On the Diplomatic Front

The aim of the South African
incursion sovonor months ago,
it was explained, was to pre-
vent a rout of the pro-Western
forces, establish a front line
midway through Angola and
thus gain time to equip the

National Front for the Libera-
as a solid
counterforce to the heavily sup-

.|ported Popular Movement. !
. South Africa had hoped that

this would prevent recognition
of the Popular Movement as the
government of Angola at last
month’s meeting of the organi-
zation of African Unity in Addis
Ababa. )

It is suggested here that
Zambia and Zaire pleaded with

‘|South Africa before the Addis|!
Ababa meeting to strengthen !
-1its military presence in Angola,

and this presence is held re-
sponsible here for the Popular
Movement’s inability to obtain
a majority at the conference.

It is suggested also that

national union and its any the|

Presidents Kenneth D. Kaunda
of Zambia and Mobutu Sese
Seko of Zaire renewed their
pleas when South Africa in-
formed them after the Addis
Ababa meeting that it was with-
drawing from the front line to
a strip close to the South
African border. - x

A high official commented in
this connection that no matter
how disappointed South Africa
was with American failure to
provide full support to match
Soviet and Cuban backing of
the pro-Communist forces, it
was nothing compared with the
feeling of chagrin of the
Zambian and Zairian leaders.

What South Africa Expects

As matters stand, the sources
indicated, South -“Africa does
not envisage a renewed of-
fensive against the Popular
Movement. Authoritative South
African sources well informed

of significantly strengthening
the National :Union’s military
power, South Africa, according
to the high official sources, is
now concentrating on the de-
fense of its borders and na-
tional interests against what it
perceives
threat.

mean, ti wsa said, that it would
resort to wra only if Popular
Movemnet torops crossed the
South African border.

will defend our border,” a high
official said. But he added that
this did not require a defensive
front -across the full width of
Angola. “We may just defend
the-Calueque Dam at ali costs,”
he said.

hydroelectric
project on the Cunene River at
Calueque, about 25 miles inside

Having failed in its objective

as a Communist

Tihs does mnot necessairly

“We will decide where we

South Africa considers the
and irrigation

Angola, to be a legitimate
South African national interest,
South Africa believes ist must
protect—being built under an
agreement reached with Portu.
gal before Angola’s indepen«
dency—until there exists an
Angolan
which it can negotiate on the
future of the instalation,

government  with

“Much money has been

poured inte it,” the official
said. :

Conversations with South

African officials on the repers
cussions of the Angolan crisid
turn constantly to a deeply held
conviction that Soviet involve«
ment in Angola is a threat firs
to the security of Angola’s
black neighbor nations, then te¢
South-West Africa, a territory
under Solith African rule, then
to South Africa itself and, finals
ly, to the world balance of pow
er. ,

on the Angolan civil war pre-

dict a strong Cuban-Popular|
Movement push southward and
the retreat of the Nationall
Union forces to a line about
100 miles from South Africa’s
border within a month.

South African troops now
control a strip of up to 30
miles wide on the Angolan side
of the border. Defense Min-
ister Pieter W. Botha has dis-
Closed that a total of 4,000
to 5,000 troops have been com-
mitted to this mission on both
sides of the boarder.

Officials questioned here and
in Pretoria refused to confirm
or deny that South Africa con-
tinues to provide support to
the National Union’s army from
its forward positions.
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