Cuba Says-Afvicansi¥ote
Won’t Affect A ngolanAid
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HAVANA, Jan. 11 — Cuba’s

Dey

e Minister for
forelgmemfairs - says ‘that his|
fcoun.trymﬂl; ‘continue  tg ‘pro-
lvide ‘ttoops. to..the Popular;
Movement for the Liberation of'
Angola, regardless of any reso-|
lution @dopted. by the Organi-|
zation of-African Unity calling|
for.an end to-foreign interven-
tion in the Angolan civil war.

In an informal talk last

the United States, Carlos Ra-
fael ¢Rodriguez, the Deputy|
Primg Minister and a member
of the ruling Politburo, said
when asked if whether Cuba
would withdraw its soldiers in
respénse to an African demand:
“N@yjonly if Neto says we
shouldy withdraw. We.. would
disregard ;2" .call ‘from the
0.A.U” s
He"“was referring to_ Agos-

tinho Neto, leader of the Popu-
lar Movémert for the Tibera-
tion: of«Angolaz~which ‘also is
|supported * with large .-arms.
shipments - from  the.mSoviet
Union., e
Since Qctober Cuba has dis-
fpatched what United - States
‘officidls estimate to be more
‘thair 7,500 soldiers to “Angola

g‘o fight alongside units of the

opular Movement against two
{other factions in the civil war,

which is now in its “seventh.

month.

“We always helped them,”
Mr. Rodriguez sadi. But when
asked to confirm that Cuba had
over 7,000 soldiers, he said,
“I am not going to tell you
how many.”

In the conversation, which
took place in, the - Cuban
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night with correspondents from|

Government's newly
completed marble and
glass "salon of
reception,"” lr.
Rodriguez also
provided new details
of Cuba's involve-
ment in Angola.

He said it became
substantial late
last spring when the
tenuous coalition of
the Popular Movement
with the National
Front for Liberation
of Angola and the
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National Union for
the Total Indepen-
dence of Angola
broke apart.

hequest for Advisers
"leto asked us for
advisers then," lp.
Rodriguez recounted,
"and we sent 180 -
no, it was 230 -
militery men to
Angola. They set up
four training centers
for Angolan fighters.
"Then, on Oct.23,"
the South Africans
suddenly came into
Angola," lr. Rodri-
guez continued.
"Our people felt it
there." He
apparently was
alluding to the
capture and display
of a Cuban soldier
by South African
forces last autumn.
"leto then asked
us for more help
and we sent it,"
lir. Rodrigues said,
indicating that the
reason for the Cuban
intervention was the
appearance of South

African units in
Angola.

Ford administra-
tion officials
concerned with the
Angola situation have
said previously that
they believed Cuban
soldiers, equipped
with Soviet tanks and
rocket launchers,
began arriving in
Angola in mid-October,
but they have never
never named a date.

They credit the
Cubans with providing
the Popular Movement

-about the 0.AU. meeting?”

a Tighting edge
Lthat | permitted it
to drive north and
south from Luanda in
November and
December to recover
territory lost to the
two other factions.

ooy aUSL L0 THE TWO OTner
factions, " U UL
..-Casualty Figure Disputeds:. v
'+ Asked. ‘whether..Cuban casu-|
alties were 50 to 60, ‘as esti-
fjated by several Western gov-
ernments, Mr. Rodriguez said:
“No. Much Iless. Much, much
less.” .
', He was asked how the Cuban
people had received the involve.
ment of Cuban soldiers in An-
gola. “They accepted,” he as-
sérted. . . :

+: He said that at the first Con:
‘gress of the Cuban Communist
Partv last month, “solidarity’
for Angola was so strong there
has been nothing like it here
since the Declaration of Havana
jrl. 1961.” He was referring ta
the declaration by Price. Min-| !
ister Castro on ‘the socialist
nature of his- revolution after
tHe Bombing by the Central
Intelligence’ Agencv of Cuban|
aitfields on April 15, .

+ While young Cubans do voice
support of the Angola interven-
tion in conversation with West-
ern visitors here, fthere’ seems |
to be a high depree of concern
about the' cost in’ Cuban_liyes. | -

They haveé not heen told. how
many Cubans are in Angola ‘ot
how long thev have been there
or-exactly what they are doing. |

' Cuban Seeks News = |

“Have you heard anything

a Cuban ‘asked a visitor in a
Havana ice cream parlor today.
She indicated that while imbued
with revolutionary feeling, she
was worried about the Angola | .
situation” 1 ;

Many. Cubans met by visiting | .
newsmen seem to have a friend| .
or a relative who has been sent| -
to Angola. Cubans say the bulk
of those who went were volun- )
teers.

Mr. Rodriguez insisted that
Cuba’s action conformed not
only wwith the principles of
“‘prolefarian  internationalism” :
but also that “it is legal in|’
international law because we
asked for heln by an established
government that has now heen
recognized hy 40 states—22 of |-
them in Africa.”




