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U.S. Denies =4

H|r|ng Troop
For Angola

"

W ashmgton

“'A White House spol\esrnan
demed yesterday that any Iz‘T;S
agency is recruiting or trainmg
Aniérican"mercenaries for ser\nce
in Angola but declined to sayw
whether any fonexgn natlonals ane >
being trained.

""“Thére is no agency of the
US: government using Amenc an.;
‘mercenaries in Angola, nor is
U.S7 government agency recr
ing, hiring or training American
‘mercenaries,” White House press|
‘secretary Ron Nessen told report-

T

Nessen had been asked about
a report in yesterday’s- Christian
Science Monitor which quoted‘
sources close to the Central
Intelhgence Agency as saying the
agency is ‘“indirectly recruiting -
American ex-servicemen, training
them, dlspatchmg them to South:
Africa and c0ntr1butmg toward .
their .pay.”

‘The dispatch said 300 Amer
cans - have already arrived 'in
Angola and that another 300 are
ready to-go “as soon as the CIA
can ‘obtain further funds.”
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_involvement in recruitment of

i . Angola mercenaries.

While Nessen was firm in his
denial that any American merce-

~ | naries are -being recruited, he

. said ‘he had “nothing to add” when

. he was asked if the denial applied

. to Cuban refugees or other non-

; cifizens, or whether U.S. facilities

are being used to train foreign
roops.

Nessen said he knew of no
U.S. company or contractor hiring
mercénaries for - combat duty ‘in
Angola. ‘Asked if he were imply-
ing that- military advisers were
bemg hlred he said no, that he

g just did not know whether some

U.S. company might have hired

¢ Americans “to stand guard at the
gate.”

Asked if a1d mxght not be gomg to
Angola through forexgn countries,
Nessen said' is know that-

odest amounts” of aid are
gomg to  “some African coun-
tries,” apparently a reference to
$9 million that is still ‘available to

' assist. Angolan : factions fighting
' the Soviet-backed Popular Move-

ment for the Liberation of Angola.

“It ‘is fair to say that no . US.
- government agency has.any way
' of knowing how every last penny

“iis spent of that asistance,” he

; said. .
Clark figured prommenﬂv in the *

In view of the report, Senator
‘Dick_Clark (Dem- lIowa), chairman | i

of the Senate Forelgn Relations’
'subcommittee on African affairs,
said he expects his group to recall
CIA and’ State Department offi. -
chals who he said, ‘-have Jeft
Senators with the impression that
there has been no government
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floor fight which resulted last
month'in a Senate vote to delete
$82 million for covert aid:to
-Angola from the pending Defense
Appropriations  bill, which still
faces final action in the House.
‘The United States has already

,spent $32- million to aid the anti-
Soviet factlons .

said ‘he attended - two
briefings on Angola by adminis-

" - tration officials who dropped “no.
“hint that this is going on,” despite .
- considerable -. questioning about -
.possible U.S. sponsorship of antl-'
“Communist- mercenaries:

One of the briefings was
conducted on November 6, “he .
said, by CIA Director William E.
Colby and Joseph J. Sisco, -under

‘ secretary of state for political i}

affalrs He said the other session

. was a meeting on December 16
“with Edward W. Mulcahy, acting

assistant secretary of state for )
African affairs and William Nel-‘
son, director-of plans and’ opera-

tions for the CIA.

e | couldnt say -without
looklng through the record that
‘CIA or State Department officials
perjured themselves at those
‘briefings,” Clark said. “But if this
‘report is true, . they certainly
‘deceived us.”
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