Ehrlichman May

Call Kissin

WASHINGTON (AP) — For-
mer White House aide John D.
Ehrlichman plans to subpoena
Secretary of State Henry A.
Kissinger as a defense witness
at the plumbers’ trial, a well-
informed source says.

Ehrlichman also plans to sub-
poena White House chief of
staff Alexander M. Haig Jr.,
and to ask President Nixon to
answer written questions rather
than to press a subpoena for
Nixon to testify,
said.

In the trial which begins June
26, Ehrlichman and three oth-
ers are charged with conspiring
to violate the civil rights of
Daniel Ellsberg’s psychiatrist,
Dr. Lewis Fielding.

The source disclosed that ear-
lier this month Ehrlichman,
once Nixon’s chief domestic ad-
viser, had subpoenaed Nixon,
Kissinger,” Haig and White
House counsel J. Fred Buz-
hardt, a Watergate adviser to
Nixon, to testify.

But these subpoenas were an-
swerable June 17, when the

trial originally was set to be- |

gin. On Friday, however, U.S.
District Judge Gerhard A. Ge-
sell postponed the trial until
June 26, making the subpoenas
moot. .

Buzhardt suffered a heart at-
tack Thursday and is expected
to remain hospitalized for a
month. As a result, Ehrlichman
and his attorneys are no longer
pressing for his testimony, the
source said.
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The change of strategy re-
garding Nixon comes in the
wake of strong indications that
the President would refuse to
appear in behalf of his former
aide, a man he has lauded con-
sistently.

The charges stem from the
burglary of Fielding’s office in
California in September, 1971, a
time when the White House
special investigations or
“plumbers” unit was as-
signed to stop leaks of national
security information to news-
papers.

‘In a’ May 22, 1973 speech,
Nixon assumed responsibility,
saying he had directed that ‘“‘as
a matter of first priority, the
unit should find out all it could
about Mr. Ellsberg’s associates
and his motives.” Ellsberg has
said he leaked the Pentagon
Papers, a secret study of the
Vietnam war, to newspapers.

Nixon has denied knowing of
the break-in in advance, and
Kissinger has said he did not
know of the plumbers unit be-
fore the break-in.



