Dear Jim,  Gessell/WG-"national security” shift? 5/22/74 bt
Refs WxPost story "Nixon Tells Judge He Intended Legk Probe To Be Lagal.®
What a difference between Gessell's two comments on thia!

Day before yesterday he rules against it (s¥4ll not ss strongly as he might), infer
that law-enforcement officials can ignore the Fourth Amendment) wheress in asking for
arguments esrlier he had indicated he would recognize n “national security” claim in.
the Fielding hreale<dn. . %

I haven't seen the briefs (and think we should).

A1l T know that intervened iz our minor sentribution to his education, with an
assigt fron Silbert & Co. and J. Loe Rankin, '

Can you think of anything else to secount for what seems o be a radiesl ¢
in his thinkdng snd speaking? s k.

This stoxy also reports Gessell is thinking of dismissing one of the five se s
against Ehrlichman because it is too vague (not giving the question sllegedly Were
falsely). Remeuber the corment I made when these indictments were first handed down?
I think they are all both inadequate and weak, considering especially what is publie
knowledge and most of all wha ocame oud under sath.

Haven't geen today’s paper yet, but the charge against De Diego was disuissed and
he turmed state’s evidente. If I remembor correctly - and I'm not taking the time to
look it up - Rothblabt represents him alone smond the Ellsberg case defendants and had
besh meking loud noises,

No suggestion of improper defense line. To the contrary, I think he threw a real
scare into the government with strong suggestions that he would go inte other cases
like this one. Sl

They ave stili being covezsd up.

¥hen you come up sgain, bring your swisming $swnks. I'm net swre you'll be able to
swiz, though. Just as I got the water filbered aboub clear of the acoumistion of leaves,
pire needles and sediment and hed had 1% chemieally pure for sume days, suddenly, with
a chlorine reading high enough to preclude the growth of slgae man do we heve them!
The water has twmed green from them! I*3) have %o call the aity chemist todsy snd see
if he'll Yest a smaple. The Ph was s 1i%tle low, so I put more sode ash in and then this
happened. Wonder if I have s defective bateh of 4%, I have it an extre shot of chiorine
and we'll see what happeus, But when the sun comes up, that's when the slgse grows

Iife is nover simple herel

The Kabaks are cosing this weekend or mext. BA celled last night, He has a resord
of Ranicin being oonsidered as the guy who would pass on national-seourity sathers I
think 4n WG matiers!

Best



