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6 Held for Trial on Cftargé‘i
Q_f Plot to Disrupt G.O.P,

B

GAINSVILLE, Fla.,
—Six members of the Vnatnam
Veterans Against the . War
pleaded - not guilty today to
charges of conspiring to dis-
‘Tupt the Repubhcan National
Convention.

Federal District Judge Davxd
L. -Middlebrooks -set their. trial
to begin Oct. 10 and denied a
defense motion to reduce bond
for the defendants.. .. .

About 200 members.of the
organization, waiting in thelj
rain outside the Federal Build-
ing here, cheered and raised
clenched fists as the defendants
and their attorneys departed
after the arraignment,

The group tne_n marched for
about a mile through the center
of ‘town to protest what -they
say is -an attempt to discredit
the antiwar organization
through abuse of the- power of
indictment. -

The six were indicted July
13 by a Federal grand jury
meeting -in Tallahassee, Fla.
The indictments charged them
with conspiring at a May 27
meeting there “to organize
numerous fire teams to atfack
with -automatic weapons fire
and - incendiary devices police
 stations, police cars and stores
in Miami Beach.” -

Predawn Arrival

It is ‘also charged" that the
alieged ~conspirators “would
fire lead weights, fried marbles
[marbles heated so ‘they  will
.shatter on impact], ball bear-
ings, cherry bombs, and smoke
bombs by means of wrist
rocket slingshots ‘and cross-
bows,” and that they planned
to “disrupt communications
systems in Miami Beach.”

The defendants are Scott
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26-years old, of Gaines-
ville; John W. Kniffin, 32, -of
Austin, Tex.; William J Patter-
son, 24, of E! Pasc; Pster P¢n~;,
Ma.honey, 23, of New Orleans,
Alton C. Foss, 25, of Miami,
and Donald P. Purdue, 23, of-ﬁ
Hollywood Fla,. .

P ZA—.

Members of the. orgamzatxon:'a
began arriving at their’ campagy
site before dawn. Most were-
able to get no more than two .
hours sieep after driving from®™"
Miami, where they had beer %
participating in- the protest at*'*‘g
the Republican National. Con-.y
vention. -

Security at the ¢ rthouse q
toeday was so tight that the“‘“
defendants could not get into’
the courtroom until their at-® 5
torneys veuched for them. Fed-<?
eral marshals set up a metal
detector at the entrance to *¥
the courthouse elevators. i

When Judge Middlebrooks en-
tered the courtroom the de<*,
fendants and some spectators
refused to rise. -

“Mr. Marshal, 1 saw" sever-..
al people who didn’t rise,” the
judge said. “Anyocne who dxd,
not rise, remove him from the
court oom, by fo,ce if_ neces-
sary.” %,

When the marshal walked to«
the defense table and asked .
the defendants to follow him'- ;.v
out of the room, Judge Mid-
dlebrooks added, "Other ﬂlanm»
the defendants.” a9

Another marshal pointed out:-i¢
five young women who had.iz
not risen. They were -gscorted:if
out of the courtroom.

“There will be respect shown
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for the United States of Amer--
ica,” Judge dedlebrooks de-* ;*;
clared :




