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Top White House aides
agreed on March 21, 1973, that
the best way to deal with the
Watergate scandal would be to
get former Attorney General
John N. Mitchell to ‘admit his
guilt” for the break-in itself, a
federal court jury was told
yesterday.

Former White House coun-
sel John W. Dean III testified
that he and former White
House aides H. R. Haldeman
and John D. Ehrlichman
“hoped that this mlght head off
any investigation of the cover-
up that followed the June 1%;
1972, break-in.

Dean said the discussion
came shortly after a crucial
get-together in the Oval Office
that morning when he warned
President Nixon at Ilength
about White House involve-
ment in the breakin and
about Watergate convicted
burglar E. Howard Hunt’s lat-
est “blackmail” demands.

Under questioning at the
Watergate cover-up conspiracy
trial here, Dean, a prosecution
witness, sa1d he met with
Haldeman then Mr. Nixon’s
chief of staff and Ehrlichman,
who was the White House do-
mestic affairs adviser, to dis-
cuss “how to deal With the
problems I raised.”

The three of them decided
that “no investigation was
likely of what happened after
June 17 if Mitchell would step
forward and admit his guilt
for what happened before
June 17,” Dean testified.

The Watergate bugging and
break-in here were discovered
when five ‘burglars were
‘|caught inside Democratic Na-
tional Committee offices. By
March 21, 1973, they and their
1mmed1ate bosses Hunt and
G. Gordon Liddy, were await-
ing sentencing by U.S. District
Court Judge John J. Sirica.
Dean has said he was afraid
the long cover-up of high-level
responsibility was “going to
blow soon,” especially in light
of Hunt’s demands

Testifying calmly in his bass
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voice, the 32year-old Dean
said he could not remember
just who said what at the
strategy session with Halde-
man and Ehrlichman. He said
he himself “may very well
‘have” made the recommenda-

‘tion to make Mitchell the

scapegoat.

Later in the day March 21,
at the Executive Office Bu11d
ing, Dean said he had another
chat with Haldeman in Mr.
Nixon’s outer office there
while waiting for another au-
dience with the President.-

“I said to Mr. Haldeman,
‘Bob, it looks like we have two
alternatwes ’* Dean testified.
He said he told the White

‘House chief of staff that the

first was “to let it all unravel”
and the other was “to draw
the wagons around the White
House and protect the White
House.”

Asked what he meant by the
Wild West metaphor, Dean
said he meant a strategy “to
protect the White House from
everyone outside ... to pro-

tect ourselves.” He said he,

‘Haldeman, Ehrlichman and
T Nxxon would have been

“inside the circle” as he envi-

sioned it.

+ Q. Would Mitchell and

(Nixon campaign director Jeh:

Stuart) Magruder have been

inside the circled wagon?

“ A. No sir.
~ Under questioning by chief

trial prosecutor James . F.
‘Neal, Dean then turned to his

second meeting of the day
with Mr. “Nixon. Haldeman,'
who had been present for part
of the morning session, and
Ehrlichman were also pr esent
" According to the tape rec-
ording of that 31-minute meet-
ing, the President touched
very briefly on the thought of
a renewed grand jury investi-
gation without immunity for
anyone. *

x Ehrhchman didn’t like the
Ldea “Uh, there are awful op-
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 portunities for indictment,” he
isaid. “You end up with people
in and out of the White House
indicted for various, for vari-
ous offenses.”

The problem of Hunt, who
lhad demanded $75,000 in sup-
| port payments and $60.000 for
jattorneys fees before his sen-
'tencing, came up within min-
utes. |

The coaversation which was
-recorded in the President’s
»Exncutlve Office  Building
'suite where the secret White
iHouse taping system had its
shortcomings, was somewhat
 difficult to make out; But Mr.
N:ixon could be heard saying
to his advisers:

“So the point we have to,
ithe bridge you have to cut, uh,




cross there 1is, uh, which
you’ve got to cross, I under-
stand, quite soon is whether,
uh, we, uh, what you do about,
uh, his present demand.”

The President emphasized
the word “demand.” “Now,
what, what, uh, what about
that?” he asked.

Dean pointed out both Mite-
hell and one of his deputies
during the Nixon re-election
campaign, Frederick - C. La-
Rue, were aware by then of
what Hunt wanted, “so they
know what he is felling.”

According to the transcript
compiled by Watergate prose-
cutors, which was supplied to
the jury as a listening aid, Mr.
Nixon replied: “True. We hav.
. to.do something.” = &

It was the third version: to|
e published on that particu:|
lar sentence. The censored
“ranseripts made public by the
Nixon White House last spring
had the President saying:
“True. Are they going to do
something?” The House im-
meachment inquiry translated
=5 simply as: “True.
(unintelligible) do something.”

As it came through from the
tape itself, it was plain that
Mr Nixon was not asking a’
question. By the same token,
the sentence went too quickly
for all of it to be made out on
a single hearing.

In -an instruction that has

~‘become standard since ‘the
first White House tape was
-played in''‘court last week,
Judge Sirica told the ‘jurors to,
- trust to what they heard with
their own ears and to “ignore ;
transcripts” whenever there'’
seemed to be any conflicts.: , !

Mr. Nixon, in'any event, had
been quite emphatic when he .
told Dean at the morning |
meeting in the Oval Office
that Hunt’s financial situation
had to be handled “damn|
soon.” and then again when|
Haldeman entered, “first you've I
got the Hunt problem. That|
oughtto be handled.” ; I
" (According to the Watergate|
grand jury, LaRue, after get-'

ting the high sign from Mitc-
hell, arranged for the delivery |
of $75,000 to Hunt’s lawyer on i
the night of March 21, 1973,
LaRue has testified this was!
about all the cash he had on'!
hand.) !
The conversation in the|
President’s EOB suite that
evening then turned to other
sore points in the Watergate
1
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scandal. Dean warned that nu.
merous individuals had tidbits
of  knowledge. Within that
|group, he said, “there are a lot
jof weak individuals and any

jone of those could cause it to

‘blow.” :

Mr. Nixon said he still
thought, a written report by
Dean, saying that an investiga-
tion by him showed no White
House involvement, would be
the best course. The report,
the President stressed, should
be “very general, understand.”
~ “Understand,” Mr. Nixon re-
peated with a laugh. “I don’t
want to get all that God-dam-
ned specific.”

Ehrlichman suggested that
this would have the added
value of leaving Mr. Nixon
free, in case embarrassing new
details should pop up, to say
that he had relied on Dean. i



The White House counsel
was not enthusiastic. Once
again, he told Mr. Nixon of
“what I see as a grave prob-
lem of a cancer growing
around the presidency.” He
suggested that a generalized
‘White House report on Water-
gate would just create more
problems.

“Your point, John, is the,
the — you really think, you’ve
got to clean the cancer out
now, right,” Mr. Nixon asked!
him.

“Yes sir,” Dean replied, ap-

. parently thinking this still
could be done without impli-
cating the President.

“We've got to do it,” Dean

told Mr. Nixon. “You have to

do it, to get the ecredit for it
Uh, that, that gets you above
it.”?

Thus both the President and
Ehrlichman were skeptical
about where the line could be
drawn.

“I think what you could do
is you could drop numbers,
with names on them, in a hat,
you can draw them out to see
who gets hurt and who
doesn’t,” Dean said, laughing
weakly. “Well, thats about as
fair as you could be.”

Dean also warned that Sir- -

ica, who presided at the origi-
nal Watergate trial, might'
cause fresh problems w1th the
sentences he planned to hand
out to pressure the burglars
into talking. “Horrendous sen-
tences,” Dean predicted.
i Ehrlichman suggested that
Mitchell as head of the 1972
re-election campaign, might
make “some kind of a disclo-
sure,” but the meeting ended
with the President saying he
saw no value in that.

“What the hell is (Mitchell)

ing to blow something?” -the’
President asked.

President, Haldeman, Ehrlich-
man, Mitchell and Dean. The
defense lawyers pointed out
that Dean had not been pres-
ent for the final portion of the
discussion—between Mr.
Nixon and Mitchell—and ob-
Jected hotly to its introduction
simply on Dean’s sayso.

| Mitchell’s lawyer, William
G. Hundley, maintained that
Mr. Nixon should be called to
the witness stand to authenti-
cate his conversation with
‘Mitchell before it properly
could be admitted into evi-
‘dence.

Haldeman’s attorney, John
J. Wilson, agreed, charging
that the recording of the
‘Nixon-Mitchell remarks
amounted to “hearsay of the
worst kind” unless soneone
who was present was first
called to the stand. He com-
plained that Watergate prose-
cutors were simply trying to
lay the groundwork for intro-
duction of still other Nixon
tapes without calling the for-
mer President as a witness.

Prosecutor Neal replied that
Dean was in and out of the
room during the conversation
at issue and could testfy that
both Mitchell and Mr. Nixon
were in there while he waited
“outside. But Neal also made
‘clear that the prosecutors in-
’tend to introduce other Nixon
tapes.

In a Sept. 16 memo filed
with Sirica, the prosecutors
had contended they could get
along without Mr. Nixon’s tes-
timony by showing three
things: the circumstances of a
taped conversation, the meth-
od by which the tape was
made, and the chain of its cus-
tody.

Yesterday,

however, Neal,

going to disclose that isn’t go- borrowing a phrase from thé testimony.
iNixon White House, said, “The'
‘statements madein that memo|Judge Sirica asserted at one|}
After a brief recess yester- are no longer operative.” He |point that v
day, Watergage prosecutors| maintained that a recent ap-jagents who ‘malntamed the | %
and defense lawyers got into a}pellate court decision involv-|tapes kept “a very accurate
long wrangle over introduc-|ing an FBI gambling raid inllog” of who used them.
tion of the next White House|which tapes were seized had

'tape, a March 22, 1973, after-|convinced Watergate prosecu-|

‘noon meeting between the jtors they could take some le- Wr‘appm"

E:: Atto ney General Mite

i

. g

gal shorteuts—such as dispens- %+
ing with “chain of custody’
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