Congressional Report

 Panels Move Toward Barmg
gontest_ed N ixon Documents

”, 4
Congress yesterday.. moved
to force nearly complete pub-
lic. disclosure of 42 million
White House documents for-
mer President Richard M.
Nixon contends belong to him.
The action ultimately could
make possible a radio broad-

cast of Nixon’s White HouSe_

tae recordings.

Panels in the House and

Senate rejected as madequate
a set of proposed rules govern-
ing release of the documents
and tapes. The rules. were

drafted by Administrator Ar-|

thur F. Sampson of.the Gen-
eral Services Administration,
who was appointed to his post
by Nixon and who has re-
signed ffective Oct. 15.

The Senate today is ex-
pected to take up a resolution
approved unanimously by the
Government Operations - Com-
mittee, formally disapproving
Sampson’s proposed riules.
Committee Chairman = Abra-
ham Ribicoff (D-Conn.) said he
exptected approval of the res-
olution.

Nixon has flled 1awsu1t in
which he claims legal title
over all:his White House docu-
ments and asserts the- absolute
right to limit.access to them,

The issue is expected to
reachthe Supreme Court, ‘a
process which could econsume
a year or more. Until then, the
materials are likely to remain
closed to public examination.

One of the rules Ribicoff ob-
jected to would have permit-
ted the GSA administrator t6
deny public access: to.docu-
ments which “tend to embar-
rass, damage or harass living
person” if those documents

-governmental powers.

ABRAHAM A. RIBICOFF |
. « . expects approval

are not related to .abuseé,, of

Ribicoff said such a restrie-
tion was too broad, since much
in nixon’s records could em-
barrass his former associates.

The Senate panel voted to
instruet GSA. to submit:a new
‘set of proposed rules by Oct.
10.

..~ Sampson’s-craft. would have:
preyvented broadcast -of -the|
tapes by.prohibiting.research-|
ers to rerecord them, GSA I

" ‘purposes. That is_the risk of a

free society. oreover it is a
risk the Foundmg Fathers ac.
cepted in adopting the free

| speech protections of the First

Amendment. Any researcher

-jcan announce to the world the
vrfindings of his research.” .

'said it ' wanted to prohlblt”

‘their ‘réeporoduction “to  ‘pre-
vent unwarranted commermal
explmtatmn" i
But & House: Admmxstratlonr
subcommittee, in its own reso-|
lution dlsapprovmg the GSAf
plan, said:™ -7 !
“There is of .course a risk
that soéme people will repro-

duce the recordings and ex-)
ploit them for commercial



