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,>mmn separate mma.m? previews -of
the technical experts report on-the
famous’ 18:minuite- huzz, - the .special
‘prosecutor’s office :and-:President
‘Nixoen's: lawyérs moved off:on separate
.Qmoxm likely- ao:oo%mwmo E Emaozc
oosb.osgﬁo: SIS
" Purged of any uomEEo mogg wwm.
cial ‘Prosecutor” Leon umse.mi ‘im-
mediately “deterinined that the attér
‘of "the erased® Watergate' conversation
cmﬁsmms Mr. Nixon and H. R. Halde-
man on June 20,1972 (three days after
‘the  burglary) ooca not :be " ignored.
Whether Judge John Sirica were :to
order it or not, Jaworski*decidéed to

James ms._ _QE# 3

mﬁ +o* the - Watergate “grand jury ~“to~

ind the truth and probably seek in-
dictments.

But at the same time in the White
House, the findings of the experts, de-
molishing previous explanations by
wammamsaﬂ aides, were not allowed to
Egaﬁm with the néw. Nixon hard line
on Watergate.: _.Hnmamm&éaBEmE Ré
@cgoﬁm wete -encouraged- to - issue
hroadsides against the President’
dritics without getting informed of' t
E&Emm by tHetechnical E%azm,

i The collision’course set - by ‘these
two lines is obvious. While Jaworski's
prosecutors are seeking to place re-
sponsibility for Swm tampering iE..S
the ite ML IR 0

tle ng 8::8%:5%5@ EOf
ozmé That ooEmSa even some Hﬁxcs

Hrm wwooﬁbm report “of 25 »aow.
nical experts was no surprise to either.
the @aommoﬁoum or euo SE? mozmm

ts by nrm mxwmﬂﬁ EnE&sm in¢
mosdmaos weeks ago that it was.
uSmHSm to. discover “fingerprints” on
the Sbm Ieft by the Uher ‘recording
machiné, Around the :Bm Boston
55&7 James D. St. Cliin hired:
to lead Mz Nixon's ‘defense, it was
obvious ‘that the experts’ report would
be bad news for the White House, -

Within 25., last week, it wma.vmaoam..
S@:. »E: :3 Em:ma_so:S end u

‘buttons: pushed.

. possible responses.
* their own shock and pledge an atterpt *

i the grand “jury—either at Sitiéd’s

order or by Jaworski’s insistence. i
What’s more, the grand jury would !
probe not oE.< Jpossible. wngﬁw E_
earlier hearings ‘before- Sirica on’ the
lost 18 minutes but who “pushed "the ;
buttons on the Uher machine and,
most  important;. who S.Qmumm ﬂ:m
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“The “Presideiit’s Fsaaam #wm two
They could express
to find the culprit. Or,’ they could |
issue a ‘hard-nosed lawyér's challenge
to Jaworski: Prove what you can, but
we’ll fight you every step.

All 'steps point to the 5#2. course, |
The immediate response-in open’ court
to the oxbmlm report were ‘objections
by St.Clair to questioning of “the .
experts by the prosecutors. A possible
strategy: break down:their credibility, .

Even more revealing :was White
House .encouragement of  strong ’
counterattack speeches by two Repub-
licans - enjoying wide popular respect, :
Vice President Gerald. Ford. and Sen.
Barry: Goldwater, after-learning..of the
technicians’ findings.- Both - attacked :
the President’s .enemies Tuesday, the i
day of the experts’ report, in Hmum:mmm :
closely - and m:‘ggﬁamwdu migror- |
tng the present White House .line.
Goldwater wags . definitely . unaware
and Ford was probably, uniware of
the bombshell to be exploded . in |
Sirica’s court. .=
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. seem ready. to fight him.at very.step

adver 5» i§ the “liie long urged by
some . 'presidential’ advisers' and- also’|
most - conduéive: to* Mr. ~Nixon's own
instinets. But other, more senior aides-|:
at the White House are glum. One

aide ,who learned:-of: the:report <only

?mo& the' peport “stuntiett: niang'
wmvhw:g: éeﬁmwmmmBmﬁ ég w»n

ooBBH:m about “to “begin ‘impéach-
ment’ proeeédings, now; fear ithe worst. |

What..lies ahead when. Jaworski's:
lawyers. go. to .the mnmsa Juryis qun-,
known. Previous  testimony S%om.ﬂmw
the ‘erased tape .was handled osG by’
presideritial dides John Bennétt Steve |
Bull and Rose Mary-Woods wEw the |
President himself.., But, :Mr, Nixon :lis-
tened to the tape only at Camp David,
where there was no Uher tape record-
ing machine; ‘aecording. to- testimony: {:

So, with hard .eyvidence,now in hand ,
that bm tape was mnﬁnmumﬂmm the;|
Szmzﬁ. a:mmﬁoa “temain of' g&mu
whete’ and’ by ‘whom the deed”was"
done. Jaworski is intent on getting4he .
answers; ‘That Atl¢ President’s: lawyerss
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is scarcely . reassuring., to worried
wbucv:omnm both on Om@;& mE and
in the <<.E$ Housé’ zmmm. f .
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