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President Ford’s recall to,
active military duty of Gen..
Alexander M. Haig Jr. faces a
legal challenge in Congress,
where some senators want the
right to question the appoint-
ment in congressional hear-
ings. . v
Mr. Ford announced Mon-

day that Haig would leave his,
White House post as civilian|

chief of staff and return to ac-
tive duty in the dual role of
supreme commander of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation and U.S. military forces
in Europe.

The White House and the
Pentagon both have said that
Haig’s assignment to the key
military post does not require
confirmation by the Senate.!
However, the legal basis for|
this view is being challenged |
by Sen. William Proxmire (D-|
Wis.), reportedly with support!
from at least three other sena-f
tors. i
Both Proxmire and the Pen- |
tagon cite various sections of:
the U.S. legal code to support!
their views in the continuing"
controversy over the Haig ap-|
pointment. i

A few weeks ago, when it
was first made known that
Haig probably would be re-
called to duty for thé Euro-
pean command, Proxmire
voiced  strong objections,
claiming that such a move
would blur the traditional line
separating military men from
politics.

The senator also said he
thought the recall to the im-
portant European command
would have a serious impact
on the Army since, in his
view, it would suggest to
young officers that the path to
the top was through political
and staff jobs rather than
through traditional Army as-
signments.

Now that the President has
acted, however, Proxmire has
shifted his efforts and has
written chairman Jonn C.
Stennis (D-Miss.) of the Senate
-Armed Services Committee
asking that the committee
“exert its jurisdiction” and
|hold hearings on the Haig
jnomination to clear up the
Ioolitical and philosophical is-
Isues that continue to surround

fthe four-star general.
Proxmire is also reported to

'have gathered support in this

request from Sen. Edward 1.
Kennedy (D-Mass.), Harold
Hughes (D-Jowa) and Dick
Clark (D-Towa). Hughes is an
Armed Services Committee
member, and if he demands
hearings it could force the is-
sue.

Stennis, however, at least in-
itially, did not appear eager to
have such hearings. In a short

statement issued through hig

office in Mississippi yesterday
after the Proxmire request,
Stennis said: “I think Gen.
Haig will do a good job as U.S.
commander in Europe . . . and
I'm pleased that he is back in
military service.”

In Washington, that state-
ment was viewed as making
chances appear slim that there

would be hearings,
pressure built for them.
Senate Democratic Leader
Mike Mansfield (Mont.), in a
telephone interview, said he
would not support or join in
any call for such hearings, be-
lieving the appointment to be
d presidential prerogative. He
said, however, that he would

unless

not oppose hearings if tha
was a widely held position.
Proxmire cites Section 3061

of Title .10, U.S. Code, to the
effect that when the Presideni
designates general officers ti

“positions of importance and

responsibility” such appoint
ments must have the “advice
and consent” of the Senate.



