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John D. Ehrlichman stood

‘jauntily outsrde the offices -
of the Watergate special
prosecution force and said
he wasn’t sure whether he.

| would -want. a: pre51dent1a1

pardon.”

““The difficulty with that” 10

the former White House
aide: told newsmen clustered

around hm‘fon the sidewalk, " .

“is that when you know you’-
re innocent, it precludes the .
opportunity. of having that
eStablished finally.”

- Lawyers for other defend-
ants in the ‘Watergate cover-
up, case were not so luke-
warm. The White House an-
nouncement that President
Ford was studying the ques-
tion of pardons for. every-
body accused or convicted
in Watergate cases .roused
hlgh hopes among -defense -

-attorneys * suddenly - pres-
ented with thej possibility of
not having to slog through a
three-month-trial under the
burden of all those White
House tapes. |

“It comes as a complete«
. but pleasant surprise and I
hope it comes to pass,”:said

:John J. Wilson, the attorney .

ifor former White House
chief of staff H. R. (Bob)
Haldeman.

The men representmg for-
mer :Attorney General John
N. Mitchell agreed. “For
: Mitchell,” said attorney
. Plato Cacheris, “I think "it
- .would be the fair, equitable :
thing to do. I hope he [Mr.
Ford] does it.” - -

. The latest White House
surprlse caused a brief mid-
day_flurry of activity at
Watergate Special Prosecu-
tor: Leon Jaworski's office,
where “a spokesman said
that Jaworski-had not been
consulted. But by late after-
noon, perhaps after a phone
call to the White House, the
prosecutors seemed much
less concerned. v

“Perhaps it’s;a misunder-
.standmg,” ~'said  Jaworski
spokesman James S. Doyle.
He refused to elaborate.
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