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The sudden, abrupt nature
of President Ford’s decision to
pardon Richard M. Nixon was
|determined largely by reports

‘that the former President was
_E a depressed and anxious
| emotional state, sources cluse
'to Mr. Ford said yesterday.

| One informed source said
‘that J. ®red Buzhardt, the for-
‘mer White House counsel han-
dling Watergate affairs, con-
veyed to Mr. Ford after a trip
to San Clemente, Calif., that
| Mr. Nixon was in “a considera-
ible state of anxiety.”

Senate Minority Whip Rob-
ert P, Griffin (R-Mich.), one of
the President’s closest con-
gressional associates, said that
concern about Mr. Nixon’s
mental and physical health
was a key factor in the deci-
sion.

Another Ford associate said
that the timing of the Presi-
dent’s decision, rather than
the decision itself, was based
on reports that Mr. Nixon was
“highly emotionally agitated.”

This source said that Mr,
Ford acted against the recom-
mendations of various aides
and associates, including Rob-
ert Harumann, his longtime {8
personal aide in the House of '
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fornia Bar

Action Will End

Group’s Probe

SACRAMENTO, Calif,
Sept. 9 (UPI)—Former Presi-
dent Nixon has decided to re-
sign from the California state

bar association, his attorney
disclosed today.

The resignation would ter-
minate the bar’s investigation
into. criminal acts by Mr.
Nixon which would have led
to formal disciplinary proceed-
ings and possible disharment,
bar president Seth M. Hufste-
dler said.

A letter explaining Mr. Nix-
on’s planned resignation was
submitted to Hufstedler by
Nixon attorney Dean S. But-
ler. It explained that Mr.
Nixon will /be “engaged in
matters other than law” and is
preparing a formal letter of
resignation to be submitted|
promptly to the bar. _

The announcement came a
few hours after Attorney Gen-
eral Evelle J. Younger said
Mr. Nixon still could face dis-
barment for Watergate-related |
crimes in California in spite of
his pardon by President Ford.

In Los Angeles, Younger’s
Democratic opponent, William
Norris, 'said in a news confer-
ence he was calling upon
Younger to impanel a special
grand jury to investigate al-|
leged state crimes committed|
by Mr. Nixon, ’ _
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Representatives White

House counselor.

Unlike White House press
secretary J. F. terHorst, who
dramatically quit Sunday with
a statement that he could not
Isupport the decision, Hart-
mann apparently was one of a
select few aides or associates
who knew of the pardon in ad-
vance.

One source said that Alex-
ander M. Haig Jr., the holg-
over White House staff chief
who was known to favor a par-
don, did not know about the
decision until after it was
made.

The list of those who did

know, in addition to Hart-
mann, included Philip W. Bu-

a

Ichen, the President’s counsel;
and Benton Becker, a Wash-
ington attorney who last
Thursday conveyed news of
the forthcoming pardon to Mr.
Nixon’s staff at San Clemente.
Others who were consulted by
the President apparently in-
cluded his old friend Melvin

Republican Party fund-raiser
|and Nixon supporter, spent
|the Labor Day weekend at
San Clemente and
quently conferred with Presi-
dent Ford. However, a spokes-
man for Stone denied that the
Chicago multimillionaire had
served as an emissary between
Mr. Ford and the former Pres-
ident. He said that Stone was
unaware that a pardon would
be forthcoming.

R. Laird, Griffin and Buzhardt.
W. Clement Stone, a major,

subse-

The decision also caught un-
aware most high-ranking Re-
publicans in Washington. Rep.
John J. Rhodes (R-Ariz.), the
House minority leader, said he
was advised by Mr. Ford last
Thursday, when both of them
were in Philadelphia, to await
an important announcepgnt|
‘Sunday but -was not told what
it was.:

The decision also surprised
former Nixon associates in
California, such as Robert
Finch and Herbert G. Klein.

Until Becker sat down with
former White House press sec-
retary Ronald L. Ziegler and
Nixon lawyer Herbert J.
Miller at San Clemente last
week, it had been the expecta-
tion of the Nixon staff and of

tthe former President himself
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that he would be indicted. Ae-
cording to persons in a posi-

tion to know, Mr. Nixon did
not believe that he would be
pardoned until after
ment.

Instead, the President de-

cided to act, according to
White House sources, after he
received legal researeh .from
Buchen which comwinced him
that it would be difficult for
Mr. Nixon to -receive 'a fair
trial.

The President “reached a
conclusion that  President
Nixon couldn’t get.a fair and
speedy trial~Griffin said, and
“was faced with’ the decision
of moving now or
waiting through some 1ndef1
nite period of time.”

The clincher on the timing,
apparently, were the reports
from people who had seen Mr.
Nixon about his health. Mr.
Ford alluded to this in his for-

indiet-

former

mal statement of

when he said: ‘

“It is’ common knowledge
that serious allegations anc
accusations hang like a sworc
over our former President’s
head and threaten his health
as he tries to reshape his life,’
Ford said.

In general, persons who saw
Mr. Nixon when he first re
turned to San Clemente wer:
more " concerned about hi
emotional state than those
who saw. him within the past
week.

Paul_Presley, owner of the
San Clemente Inn, chatted
with him for 30 -minutes a
week ago and said “he looked
super.” F. Donald Nixon, the
President’s brother

pardon

saw him ‘at about the same

‘time and said that he was “in
‘good health and good spirits.”




