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Nixon an Essue in Cali ;Orma

By Lou Cannon

" Washington Post Staff Writer

LOS ANGELES-The leg-
acy’ of a deposéd President
and of the economy he left
behind is haunting “a guber-
natorial campaign that in its
early stages.hds failed to at-

tract the interest -of “many

Californians.

Secretary of Sbate Ed-
mund Gerald Brown Jr’, the
Democratic . fnontru;mner
and state Controller Hous—

ton:Irvine FLournony his Re-"

an challenger, “found

pub

the crowds small and the ap- |
plause restrained.ih the first’

week of formal campaign-
mb, which traditionally be-
gins here on Labor Day.

In a state bogged down by
persisterit unemployment

mounting'inflation -and erip- -

pling smog, Brown and

Flournoy are .competing to ]

replace.  Gow. Ronald

Reagan, who is retiring af-

'te}' eight years in office.

It sometimes seemed in
the 'opemng week of cam-
paigning, however, = that
Brown, 36, really was run-
ning.as much against the
ghosts of past Republicans
as against his. meeduate op:
ponent.: =

At a San Francwco »press
conference he talked about
the “Nixon-Agnew-Reagan-
Remecke—Flournoy adminis-
tration.” Later, he added
Herbert: Hoower to the list.

Speaking at an Alameda
County labor -picnic, Brown
invoked “the “coaltion cre-
ated by Franklin Roosevelt;”
and said that Republican
philesophy  since Hoover
and through Mr. Nixon was

based .on “trickle-down eco-"

nomies” which beneflts only
the ‘wealthy.

There are several reasons .

why - political ‘strategists
from both camps See Mr.
Nixon in partlcular /and :his
administration in general as
an issue in the gubernato-
from both  camps see . Mr.

Nixon’s presence-at.San Cle- :

mente.
“Nixon is a Cahforman

and he’s here, ” said one tryp
Republican strategwt who is
lose to Reagan. “He.is re-

garded as part of the politi-.

»al system.’ People want to
know what he did ". . .
He remains an issue. w:

“ Brown is linked ,puﬁhcly

with campaign reform .mere °

EDMUND G.BROWNJR.. - |
SRR opponents in: Cahforma vubernatorxal campalgn

-han any other issue. He led
he fight for- the controver-
sial and farreaching cam-

saign-- . reform initiative

?ropcxsmon 9) that" ‘Wwon. ap-
gioval of the voters:in the
p’mmary election and will *
.ake effect next year, Lo
“Wlthout Nixon, " you
youldn’t have Jerry. Brown ?
said former assembly Speaker
Bob ‘Moretti, “who ran second
‘0 Brown: in a free-foriall
Jemocrat;c primary. “Nixon
nade cam’palgn spending and
form~the issues.” -
More pervasive: evén than

"HOUSTON 'I'FL'O.URNO‘Y’

the awareness ‘of“Mr,- Nixon
isa concern about: the ‘econ: -
my.

Pollster Meryin..D.. Faeldii
soints out that the econo
remained the No.1 LI
”ahforma thmu:ghwt “the™

scan nUnem-,.
ploylment here is runmng at/
7.8. per .cent; .more: than 2
points higher than the" na—
tional rate, and inflation, as.
every'where is rampant,.’
had disastrous - consequences
for the Republican Party.
The GOP lost a mid-summer
state senate spec:lal election
by' a  wide margin in what
was supposed to be- a state
Repubhcan dustnct in Samta
Barbara
s Democrats now hav¢ more
than a 1.8 million registra-
tlon bulge. over Republicans,
compared with a 1.3 million
lead when Reagan defeated
Jerry Brown’s father, then-
mcumbent Gov Edtmund G




(Pat) Brown, in his third.
term bid eight years:ago.

- The prospects -as meas-
ured by Field’s poll also are
gloomy for Flournoy, 44, a
former college pronfessor'
and ex-legislator. Flournoy'
trailed Brown by 8 poifits in
a-May trial heat.and.wa: 14 I
points back: in an. eanrly
gust "poll. vaate polls”
taken -about the same time -
show similar margins. = 7. /.

- Flournoy pointed dut ‘that”
most of the mterv1ewmg fo

the recent poils took place:-'-'

during the week Mr. Nixon
resigned, and added, “I ‘¢an’t
imagine a worse week for a f
poll to be taken.~

“iHe also said he thmkls be

beneficial impact from Pres-

ident Ford, whom he ex-
pects to campaign for him
in October. And he said he
believes he can -convince
voters that he is more quali-
fied than Brown, - if anyone

is paying attentmn when the -

two men meét in a series of
televised debates.

" Flournoy - ‘said - “Brown
started : out - his :campaign
- tryinig to-make the election -
a; referendum on Waterg«ate

and that he now wants it to’

be referendum on Mr. Nix-
on’s. economic policies. “He
was blaming me for every-
thing from the White House
‘plumbers’ to the high. cost
of piumbing,” Flournoy said.
“Now, he’s: 'forgontten wa
have a.new President.”

/" ‘But Browh. could not be -

more mindful of the change
in the White House. He re-
fers-to Mr. Ford only ocea-
sionally, working “him “cau:
tiously into “ais-anti:Republi-
can litany-on‘'the economy.
.. “Ford’s becoming’ Presi-
" dent. changed my. election

fro»m a certainty into only- a-

strong’ prolbablmy,” Bro'wn
“sald.

: Flourhoy, too attempts to |

turn"‘h2 economic ‘siue to
his ‘advantage, 'saying on
a couple of occas‘ons
that: the
tion had

“s.arted - un..

Prest aent Johnson.” On.La- .
bor. Dlay, h-wever, ®lournoy

was -outflanked by. Brown,

who ed In TS ‘cam-
paign- ng speech -that.
hé il “increase taxes

. It "is a ipromise
T camd- date shiould

~keep, since
. lea»_vmg offfc?
5 'Amil‘li'o"n sru.:rplu‘s

b ted-
- provide mm‘e money. for ed:
: ucat!on

The m.lietorlc about the- na-.'

txonal economy” aside, “the

‘campaign  thus far has re-.
vealed few- substantial - pol-
icy differences between- thei'

two candidates.

But if their: platforms. are !

nati-o'na-l - infla-

the- environment.
‘and: the. unefmployed Elour-v

similar—and similarly gen-
eralized and unspecifie—the
style ‘and personalities .of
the .two candidates are
markedly contrasting.
The "kickoff .event- of the
campaign for ‘Brown, as. for

his father * before hlrm ‘wds -

the Catholic labor (bpeak:fast
in Los Angeles where - he
gave an- award - to Johti: {F.
Hennmg, the state*AFL-CIO
chief’ Hennmg ‘staunchly op-
posed Brown' and his cam-
-paign-reform *  initiative  4n
the primary, but he has now
swung behind hnrn-—report-
edly after some urgihg from
Pat ‘Brown, who :received. .
the. loudest applause. at the. .
breakfast; . -

~ Afterwardon the: mrpxaﬁe )
to-zthe .labor ‘pienic. -in

Alameda County, " .Jerry
Brown noted that he, Hen:
ning. and “‘state assenﬁbly
Speaker Leo McCarthy were. .
all graduates- of St. Ignatius.
thh .School+in - San-Fran::
cisco. Fully .25 rper cent orf
Cahforma‘ns are, Roman

resuponse to a questmn

~We'll “see whether ‘three
are more of us than' the Hu:
gueirots,” Brown. added with”
a smile. .

‘The comment was :a-none:
too- velled referenoe to-: the
French ‘{ugue«not anessiry -

! 0y, ‘a nornnnal Con-
ahst who is not a

self;-«

tion than -on.: the stump
where even Flournoy S aides‘
find hm soponﬁc e

Flournoy’s ~ strategists
want fm- to, hammer hard.
at Brawn—-—the'y Jhave. a
“question a-day” designed to
force the  Democratic candi-
date to discuss: specfcs—-
! but’ Flournoy is not the ham-

: . mering’ kind Offcandad\ate

\Recentlw, he. ignored’ the

" advice of his strategists and

_ orthe- last time that Floar- *

. defeated'Richard “M. Nixon

. cent of the Re,pwbhca

i ment candbdates such as"|

tWaterugate cast a-ipall" over

supported pending Iag1sla
tion that would“ have in-
creased ‘the governor’s sal-
ary even though Brown
made effective use of his
own opposition to show he
favored economy in ‘govern-
-ment. - Flournoy told. -his -
“aides he wasn’t- going to be’
“demogogic” ‘and speak out
against ‘a - -measure - he ‘fa-
vored. -

‘Some of - Flournoys
friends consider hini one of
‘the luckiest men, in politics. )
He. ran for state controller
against Alan " Cranston in
1960 after some legislative '
friends talked him into it at
& free-dmnkmg blackjack
".game. and- won by a narrow”
margin.

It ‘was not the. fn'st time *

noy, a Ph.D; in political sei-
-ence“formerly at. Princeton
rand-one-time aide to Sen. H.
Alexander- Smith (R-N.J.), ,
dmd the unexpected. :
'Hé ‘was elected to the-
 state-legislature in 1960, the’
yeéar that Johr F. Kennedy |

for the ‘presidency : but nar- -
rowly-lost: California.Flour- -
noy was.a complete ‘political
unknown -then;-and he: was
little better - known state- :
wide last:yest when he”an: .’
nounced for the governor-"’
ship; Polls showed-.

ers 5
But the,other more p;r m—" i

Attorney Gerneral Evellle 1
Younger and Robert. H. i
Finch, . dropped out as:

Republican fortunes. The.
-only- remaining candidates:
- were .Flournoy.: ‘and Edward
Reinecke, = ‘the - lieutenant”
governor, who was rémoved
from: contention when he-
was indicted for perjury.
Flourney will need any re-
maining luck he can muster-:
}to'make it.'to the governor-
p-His strategmts most.of :
whom seem_to have a strat-
egy of their own, are 'count- |
mg on ‘such thung‘s as a se-




..ries of statewide debates,
which areto begin ‘Tuesday,
and on -an appearance by

* President Ford, whom press
secretary Peter Kaye says

“will arouse interest in peo-
-Ple who “doii’t know Hous-
ton Flournoy- from Houston,

”‘Tex." . ) E T

“An agreement signed by |

- Brown and Flournoy limits
television. and- radio’ adver-

. Uising spendirg. to $750,000,

vand gives an- independent

“~arbitrator the- authority to
inspect campaign records

-and enforce the Spending
limits in court. - stimates of
limits in court. Estimates of
total campaign spending on

..each’side; which is not.regu.--

.lated, range - from $1.3 - mil-

- lion to $2 million. ‘

.. ‘The Flournoy campaign -
4150 18 uniting two old politi-
cal opponents within the
GOP. They are ‘Reagan, who
has been stumping enthusi-
astically and effectively for

.Flournoy, and Rep: Paul N.
(Pete) McCloskey, an im-

' placcable-foe of Reagan and
of Mr. Nixon who at last has
found a major Republican
candidate he can suport en-

thusiastically, -~ ;
=" California always ‘has set
' great.store by DPersonalities,
and it is. the, hope of the
- Flournoy peoplé that the
personality of their candi-
date will seem more pleas-
ing-than Brown’s after an
-extended campaign. There is .
0o showing up to now, ‘how-
ever, that Flournoy’s rather
'bland personality has partic-
ularly . impressed Califor:
TG S
..Even. if Flournoy .comes
-across, his campaign seems -
haunted.by a deteriorating
‘economy that is driving vot-
ers. to the Democrats—as
well ‘as. by the specter of a
former President. at ' San
Clemente whose legacy may
make it difficult for any Re-
publican to oe elected to a -
statewide-office. o




