Not Consulted
About Pardon,

Jaworski Says

By George Lardner Jr.
Washington Post Staff Writer

Watergate special prosecutor Leon Jaworski said yester-
day that he had not been consulted about the blanket par-
don granted to former President Nixon.

“This is a matter that was decided upon by the Presi-
“dent on his authority under the Constitution,” Jaworski
said. “If was something I didn’t participate in.”

Jaworski said, however, that he doubted the decision
would have any impact on the Watergate cover-up trial
and that he expects it to start on schedule Sept. 30.

Defense attorneys in the case glumly made the same
assessment although some indicated they might go through
the motions of seeking a delay based on President Ford’
surprise announcement.

“It’s tailor-made for Nixon,” one defense attorney pro-
tested. Added another: “The public is going to construe
this as a pardon of a criminal. It’s bound to have some
effect on the men who were his assistants.”

Jaworski, however, took the position that the pardon
for Mr. leon and the cover-up charges brought against
his former aides were “two different matters entirely”—a
view that he evidently also expressed to the White House
about a week ago.

Although he said the White House neither sought nor
obtained his advice about a pardon, the prosecutor said
President Ford’s White House counsel, Philip W, Buchen,
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