Jaworski Can Sue

President,
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Watergate Special Prose-
cutor Leon Jaworski told a
House Judiciary subcommit-
tee yesterday that the White
House had given him assur-
ances that he had the “right
to sue the President” to get
presidential tapes or docu-
ments relevant to his inves-
tigation. _

Jaworski said he received
the assurance Oct. 31 in a
White House meeting with
Chief of Staff Alexander M.

Haig Jr. Jaworski said Haig -

consulted with the President
before giving the assurance.

Jaworski said he had al-
ready sent the President
two letters requesting tapes.
documents and “everything”
he needed, but declined to
go into details.

Any effort not to cooper-
ate or signs of dodging my
requests in an unreasonable
way,” Jaworski said, would

be reported to the congres--

sional leaders Mr. Nixon
agreed he would consult be-

He Says

fore firing the new special
prosecutor. They include the
House and Senate Majority
and Minority Leaders and
the chairmen and ranking
minority members of the
House and Senate Judiciary
Committees.

Jaworski said he was un-
certain whether it was nec-
essary for Congress to write
legislation establishing a .
new special prosecutor. If
such legislation were consti-
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tutionally .questionable, “it
:ould well stall the effec-
tive labors of the special
prosecutor’s office for an ex
tended period of time,” he
said.

The subcommittee re-
mained unconvinced by Ja-
worski’s assurance of his in-
lependence, and tentatively
agreed after his appearance
to write legislation estab-
ishing a  prosecutor ap-
sointed by the court.

The appointment would

be made by a panel of three
District Court judges, who
vould be chosen by the 19
members of the District
Court sitting as a whole.
The subcommittee tenta-
tively agreed to the proposal
by Rep. Dan Edwards (D-
Calif.) on a 5-to-4 vote which
split along strict party lines,
with Democrats voting for
the court appointment, Re-
publicans against. -
- Edwards said the fact that
Jaworski had “no real assur-
ances” and “no real commit-
ment” from the President
that he would be indepen-
dent was a greater risk than
the possibility that the legis-
lation might not be constitu-
tional. R

“Jaworski’s got himself in
a real bind. He’s only got
vague assurances he’s in
control,” Edwards said.

_While Jaworski was testi-

ying on possible legislation
to establish an independent
prosecutor, Rep.
Kastenmeier (D-Wis.) re-
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minded him that the Presi-
dent, in his Oct. 26 press
conference, had said he
would not provide the spe-
cial prosecutor with docu-
ments or tapes and did not
anticipate a time when the
prosecutor would go to
court to get them. Kasten-
meier asked Jaworski if he
thought the President had
changed his mind, and Ja-
worski said, ‘Yes, si».”

' Jaworski said he was first
telephoned on Tuesday, Oct.
{30, by Haig about taking, Oct.
job. He said he told Haig
that unless he had assur.
auces of his independence
beyond those given to fired
Special Prosecutor Archi-
bald Cox “I- would not be
available,” he testified,

: Jaworski, testifying on the
H}II for the first time since
his appointment, said Haig
!;old him to come to Wash.
ington the next day and
then gave him the assur-
ances, though Jaworski ad-
mitted he never talked to
the President and did not
get the assurances in writ-
ing. He said he did not talk
to the President because he
was worried about the pro-
priety of it.

* Jaworski said he 'thought
all the investigations Cox
had undertaken were Lrop-
erly within the scope of the
special prosecutor, including

the break-in at the office of
Daniel Ellsberg’s psychia-
trist and the campaign con-
tributions of the milk pro-
ducers.

Jaworski  also said  he
tc\?ought looking into Mr.

ixon’s purchase of his San
Clemente property and gov-
ernment expenditures on that
property were within the
scope of his jurisdiction,
though he had not decided
whether to look into these
matters.

In testimony Tuesday be-

lore the ‘Senate Judiciary '
{Committee, former Attorney
General Elliot L. Richard-
ison testified that President
;Nixon was “pretty wrought
‘up” over reports that Cox
‘was looking into ‘San Cle-
'mente and ordered Cox to
iell the press he was not in- .
§vestigating the matter. .
; Jaworski said yesterday,
“I think 1 have the right to
go after things Cox may
may not have gone after.”

Jaworski testified that
presidential counsel J. Fred
Buzhardt had told him that
the White House had been
slow in supplying material
to Cox because “there was
not the manpower to go into
things as promptly as possi-
ble” and becguse the mate- |
rial was filed’in such a way |
that it was difficult to lo-
cate.

Jaworski said he offered
assistance to make a search
of the files, and “I pointed
gut we do have a grand jury
in session and we do have to
move forward.”

The subcommittee is ex-
pected to report a bill to the
full Judiciary Committee by
next Tuesday, and final
committee action is ex-
pected by the end of next
week.




