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Jaworski Takes

Oath of

Office as

New Prosecutor

By William

Claiborne

Washington Post Staff Writer

Leon Jaworski was sworn
in as Watergate special pros-
ecutor yesterday, moving
from 42 years’ experience in
the board rooms of some of
the nation’s most powerful
corporations into a $38,000-a-
year job that he described
as the most important in his
life.

In Texas business and po-
lities, long friendships and
the fierce loyalty of “good
old boys” are enduring qugl-
ities, so it was not surpris-
ing that the man Jaworski
selected to administer the
oath of office was. US.

. Court of Claims Judge By-
ron G. Skelton.

Jaworski and Skelton at-
tended Baylor University in
the 1920s and grew up to-
gether in the Texas Demo-
cratic politics of Lyndon B.
Johnson and John B. Con-
nally.

In a crowded ceremonial
courtroom of the Court of

Claims yesterday, Jaworski -

held a tattered Bible loaned
by the judge, and said, “I
have a feeling that in the
days .to come I will need it
more than I've ever needed
a Bible before.”

Jaworski vowed to con-
duct his investigation inde-
pendently of the White
House and then left the
courtroom {0 meet with the
investigating staff left over
by fired Watergate Special
Prosecutor Archibald Cox.
He said he planned to meet
with Cox as soon as it could
be arranged.

Jaworski could not be
reached after the staff meet-
ing, but James Doyle,
spokesman for the special
prosecutor’s office, said last
night that Jaworski told the
investigators “he was not
precluded from taking any
‘action against the President
he deems necessary, and
‘that he had the right to

move immediately if he
chose.” :
Jaworski, according to

Doyle, said he had no plans
to make staff changes, and

asked their help @n an
“awesome and ~ gigantic
task.”

—r—
Legal and business associ-
ates of Jaworski in Houston,
Austin and Dallas described
Jaworski in telephone ‘inter-
views as a brilliant and ag-
gressive trial lawyer who
has an intense reverence for
the rule of law.

But the same associates
also pictured the new prose-
cutor as a loyalist of the cor-
porate establishment whose
consummate skill is in
smoothing antagonisms and
settling controversies out of
court in an wunsensational,
businesslike manner.

If there is a conflict be-
tween  Jaworski’s  back-
ground and his new duties
of prosecuting any misdeeds
of the Nixon administration,
the associates said, it will be
a highly personal one,
based, for the most part, on
his long association with the
fraternity of wealthy busi-
nessmen and powerful poli-
ticians.

For his part, Jaworski

has taken what he regards
as the first step in divorcing

himself from associations
that could give the appear-

ance of conflict.

He has resigned as head
of the Houston law firm of '
Fulbright, Crooker and Ja-
worski, which with 180 attor-
neys is the fourth biggest

aw firm in the nation.

He has also resigned as a
director of the Bank «of the
institution
with assets of more than $1
billion; Anderson Clayton &
Co., a food processing firm;
of
Houston; Houston Intercon-
tinental National Bank; Vil-
lage National Bank of Hous-
ton, and Coastal States Gas

Southwest, an

Gulf .Publishing Co.

Co. :

In announcing the resig-
nations on Thursday, Jawor-
ski said, “There actually is

ery little chance of conflict
of interest because of the
the

narrow  scope of
(Watergate) matter

Nothing involves any pf our

. Central Intelligence Agency

clients or could bossibly in-
volve any of our clients.”

Coastal States Gas Co.,
however, was a defendant in
an antitrust suit brought by
the government Iast June,
charging that the firm en-
tered into an agreement
with Texaco, Inec., that ille-
gally restrained the sale of
gasoline to independent dis-
tributors.

The civil suit filed by the
Antitrust Divigion of the
Justice Department was the
first federal action against
an oil company resulting
from the gasoline supply
controversy of the energy
crisis. Still pending, it asks
that contracts between the
two firms be set aside.

Jaworski was a board
member of Coastal States
and he owns 200 shares of
thgz firm’s stock, which he
‘s.zud he plans to sell The
firm of Fulbright, Crooker
and Jaworski is listed as one
of the defense counsels of
Coastal States.

It was learned yesterday
that Jaworski also was the
trustee of a Houston founda-
tion with close ties to the
business community, and
that in that capacity he ap-
proved in 1958 the use of
the foundation as a conduit
for about $700,000 in covert

contributions to a New York
City legal foundation.

As trustee of the M.D. An-
derson Foundation, Jawor-
ski approved a CIA request
that the money be passed

- along to the American Fund

for Free Jurists, Inc., appar-
ently without that organiza-
tion’s knowledge.

The president of the An-
derson Foundation, John H.
Freeman, a partner in Ja-
worski's law firm, yesterday
confirmed the link hetween
the CIA and the foundation,
saying that he briefed Ja-
worski and other trustees on
the arrangement in a meet-
ing in 1?‘58.

“This man from the CIA,
whose credentials we exam-
ined, said that what we were
doing 'was approved by the
government. Where the
money originated from, I
don’t know for sure, but T've
got my idea that it came
somewhere from the govern-
ment,” Freemen said.

The trustees of the Ander-
son  Foundation, which
owned major bloeks of stock
in the Bank of the South-
west and Anderson Clayton
& Co., regarded the jurists’
organization as “a patriotic
organization headed by men
known to us,” Freeman said.

The main function of the
jurists’ organization was to
raise money for the Interna-
tional Commission of Jurists
of Geneva, a group of 31 le-
gal scholars from non-Com-
munist countries. The latter
group promulgated the be-

- lief “that lawyers and ju-

rists in the Free World
should be as independent as .
they could of government
influence,” Freeman said.




