Goldwater Cites Decline
In Nixon’s Credibility

Sen, Barry M. Goldfwater
(R-Ariz.) said yesterday that
President Nixon’s credibility
“has reached an alltime low
from which he may not be
able to recover.” He said an
appearance before the Sen-
ate Watergate committee
“may offer the only way
out” for the beleaguered
President.

Goldwater, probably the
most influential conServa-
tive voice in the Senate and
the country, issued his for-
mal statement after learn-
ing of the White House an-
nouncement that two of the
nine subpoenaed presiden-
tial tapes do not exist.

His comment, issued by
his office while the senator
was out of the city, was re-
+ garded by Capitol Hill ob-
i servers as the most ominous
| signal of deteriorating Re-

publican support for WMr.
Nixon to surface so far.

Goldwater urged “all
Americans to allow him (the
President) the benefit of
the doubt until Judge (John)
Sirica, after hearing the tes-
timony of so-called experts,
can announce his opinion of
the mystery of the lost
tapes.

“As one schooled in elec-
tronics,” he said, “I ean un-
derstand it, but as a practi-
cal person in close touch
with the American people, I

. doubt that they will accept

this.

“I repeat the suggestion I
made to my President a
long time. ago,” Goldwater
said, “that he go up to Capi-
tol Hill and appear before
the Ervin committee and an
swer questions.

“l feel now more thas
ever that this may offer th:
only way out.”



