Leon Jaworski
Expected to Be

Cox Successor

. an LBJ friend

LEON JAWORSKI

Texan Asked

To Take Job
Sl %IcBee

By Susanna

Washington Post Staff Writer |

Leon Jaworski of Hous/
.ton, who was a friend of
'President Lyndon B, John!
son and served-in 1971 and
1972 as president of the
American Bar Association, it
expected to be named today
as the new Watergate spe
cial prosecutor.

Jaworski, 68, a conserva
tive Democrat and a strong
law-and-order advocate, was
asked yesterday to take the
job that Archibald Cox helc
until President Nixon fired
him Oct. 20 for refusing tc
give up his court pursuit o
the White House Watergate
tapes.

Reached last night al
their home, Jaworski’s <wife
Jeannette, commented, “It:
a terrible job. I just fee
sorry for him.” ’ |

" . Jaworski flew to Washing
~ ton yesterday to meet at the

White House with the Presi
dent, acting Attorney Gen
eral Robert H. Bork anc
Sen. William B. Saxbe, wh
is expected to be nominate:
by Mr. Nixon as the new Af
torney General.

The Justice Departmen
refused last night to con
firm or deny that Jaworsk
is the administration’.
choice for the prosecutor’
jobj But at 6 p.m. depart
ment spokesman John W
Hushen said that Bork wa:
“getting closer” to an an
nouncement. )

Mrs. Jaworski said, “It"
not supposed to be ‘an
nounced yet. It probabl:
will be in the morning’
Both she and her husband’
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sécretary confirmed that he
was asked to accept the pos-
ition.

It was not known Iast
night what terms Jaworski
may have discussed. Presi-
dent Nixon, in announcing
last Friday night that Bork
would name a new prosecu-
tor this week, promised full
White ‘House cooperation
but added that he would not
provide the prosecutor with
presidential documents and
would not expect him to go
to court for them as Cox
did. 1

Bork, however, has said
he feels the prosecutor
should have “no strings” on
him and that he would con-
sider his, own position
“intolerable” if the prosecu-
tor’s independence - were
compromised. Bork has also
said he thinks the prosecu-
tor should be free to pursue

evidence by wusing  the
courts.

Jaworski was a counsel to
.the Warren Commission

that investigated President
Kennedy’s death and a
member of the President’s
Commission on the Causes
and Prevention of Violence,
set up after the assassina-
tions of the Rev. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. and Robert F.
Kennedy.

He also was a member of
President Johnson’s Com-
mission on Law Enforce-
ment and the Administra-
tion of Justice (the so-called
National Crime Commission).

In 1967 he joined four

other commission members
in a partial dissent from the
group’s final report. Jawor-
ski and the other dissenters
argued that the commission
should have eriticized Su-
preme Court rulings which
they said made it more diffi-

cu’lt for police to do their -

jobs. -

One decision that particu-
larly rankled Jaworski was
the 1966 Miranda ruling in
which the high court threw
out the confession of a rape
and kidnaping suspect who
was not advised of his right
to counsel, .. )

In 1969 Jaworski said the
violence commission report
should have taken a stronger

stand against campus dis-
orders.

The new prosecutor-desig-
nate has prosecutorial expe-
rience, the prim requisite
that Bork and White House
officials said any candidate
for the job must have.

From 1962 to 1965 he was
a special assistant U.S. at-
torney general and prose-
cuted former Mississippi
Gov. Ross R. Barnett, who
was cited for contempt of
court for trying to prevent
the registration of Jamegs H.
Meredith, the first black stu-
dent to enter the University
of Mississippi.

A few days after the assas-
sination of President Ken-
nedy, he was appointed spe-
cial, counsel by the Texas
attorney general, Waggoner
Carr, who had called a court
inquiry in Texas.

During. the. Johnson ad-
ministration, Jaworski was

mentioned from time to
time as a leading candidate
to be named Attorney Gen-

eral, but he never got the
job.

In Texas he has a record
as a brilliant trial lawyer.
A longtime friend of Lyn-
don Johnson, he was em-
ployed in the 1960 campaign
to defend Johnson against

two suits filed to prevent

him from running simulta-

neously for vice president
and senator. The cases went |

to the Supreme Court, and
Jaworski won them both.

- In 1961 Johnson wrote an
introduction to Jaworski’s
book, “After Fifteen Years,”
about the lawyer’s experi-
ence as chief prosecutor at
the Nazi war crimes trials in
Hadamar and Darmstardt.
In the introduction Johnson
called Jaworski “my friend
and counselor.”

The new prosecutor faces
an uncertain future because
Congress is considering leg-
islation. to create a court-
appointed prosecutor wh o
could not be fired by the
President and who presum-
ably would supersede the

man named by the adminis- |

tration.
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