ADDRESS DELIVIERYD TO THE SPRING MERTING OF THE AVMERICAN COLLHEGE OF TRIAL LAWY IRS
ON MARCH 16, 1964 AT MIAMI BEACH, FIORILCA -- by Leon Jaworski

Tollowing the President's assassination there were a series of swift-moving
events. An employee in the building from xhizuk which the shots were fired was
missing. His description was broaccast and z pick-up order issued. 4 cruising
policeman who sought to interrogate a suspeet fitting the desceription was slain.

2 suspicious acting mzan reportadly was seen entering a theater. He was observed
to move about from place to place in the lower auditorium. Police surrourded the
building-~then entersd the theater whers the suspect was pointed out. Aonroached
by the officers, he was told to stand up and as one of them undertook to search
him, the suspect struck the x officer with his fist--then reached for his vocket
and drew a plstol. The gun was wrested from hism but x@t not until after the
trigeer hac been pulled anu the cartridge failed to fire. The susoect, shouting
"police brutality" was removed from the theater, placed in a car with four officers.
On the vay to the police station, he repeatedly shouted: ":hat do you want with
rme? ALl you have on me is that I was in possession of a pistol.! The suspect
wis identified as X Lee Harvey Oswald, an employee in the building from which the
assassin's shots wers fired.

-ulexly unraveling circumstances pointed to Harvey Oswald as the assassin.

But at the time thess zkX circumstances were far from conclusive. “hen interro-
gat8¢ by the guthorities he was surly, arrogant and scoffed at thelr efforts to
discuss the assassination with him. "I knov my rights,® he sncered. (End p.1;

Aeross the land, lawyers in particular, as well as some laymen who ware
folloving television anc newspaper accounts of the investigation becarme perturbed.
True, it appeared that Oswald may e the despised assassin, but vhat about his
legal rights? Is an aroused and emotionally-charged public to forget that even
a strongly-suspected assassin is to be accorded the legal rights guarantesd to an
accused under our system of law? “ould the zuthorities, in their sagerness to
solve so great a erime, become unmindful of his rights undeb the judiecial process?

Regrettably, rmuch too much had already been telecast about the purported
evidence that pointed to his guilt. Vet ¥ not a word had been said about this man
belng represented by counsel to advise him and to stand ready to resist any
encroachment on his legal rights. ' ‘

Leaders of ths Bar became uneasy. "It must not be said that this man, although
already hated and scornsd, was denied his constitutional rights" thoughtleaders
of the 3ar. Here was a case that may well put to a2 test our systen of syual
Jjustice under law. Action was taken to determine the facts.

In such a time of strain and stress, birth is given to. many rumors and speculation
runs rampant. Fortunately, in this instance, the true facts ars availsble for vour
aporaigal,.

On his own initiative and implementing the suggestion of others, Louis Nichols,
the then president of the Dallas Bar Assocliation, ealled on Lee Harvey Oswald to
ascertain the facts regarding his desire for the services of counssl. I have his -
report of vhat oceurred, and T shall rsad to you the pertinent excerptse... (%nd p. 2)

-+ It Has been my privilege to attend a mumber of the Commission's sessions. (p. 11
The Attorney General, Dean Storey and T alternate in attending these hearings. T
have bsen impressed by the thoroughness of the work performed by the staff serving
the Cormission. Two of our Fellows, Joe Ball and Rert Jenner, are serving on
this staff.

Only one who has some knowledge of the piles of exhibits, the mumerous reports
that need 1o be studied and analyzed, the many witnesses that need to be heard and
ths tedious task of senarating the grain from the chaff can appreciate the langth of
time this undertaking will consume. Tt is hoped that in the end the nublic at large

and lawyers in particular will find that they can give their approval to this
important undertaking.

Now T realize that some of you had hoped that in thsse ¥sxox remarks thers would
be a disclosure of some of the results of the investigative work done so far,
including perhaps some conclusions that nilght have been reachsd. From that stand-
point, at least, my mak comments have bzen a Rxkkwkr failure.... (onds - ith #x jokes
boy brings home bad report card; father said "Miell, one thing is certsin. HYe sure as
hell cidn't cheat.") TYPED 11/9/73 by P. Hoch from IX Texas corr. file on film)
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