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Vice President Spiro Agnew/

end former Treasury Secre-
tary John Connally received
special’ “celebrity”: ‘discounts

on rent they paid - for their

apartments at. the Sheraton-

Pary Hotel, which is-owned by|

a wbsxdlary of-the Interna-
tional Telephone & Telegraph
Corp.

A spokesman for the Vice
President said Agnew paid the
rental fee quoted by the hotel
at the time he moved in and
was not aware he was getting
a special rate. Connally could
not be reached for comiment,
however his personal secre-
tary said she was no*’aware of
any discount glven him by the
hotel.

Both the Vice President and
Connally have been linked to

efforts to delay a Justice De-|

partment anti-trust suit
against ITT. The Justice De-
partment in 1970 and 1971 was
trying to break up a $2 billion
merger between ITT and the
Hartford Fire Insurance Com-
pany.

Both the vicePresident and
then-secretary Connally were
living at the Sheraton-Park
during this period and receiv-
ing discounted rates on their
apartments, according to hotel
officials.

* Paul Robbins, a spokesman
for the Sheraton Corp., re-
fusec to disclose how much
rent they paid or how exten-
sively discounted it was. A ho-
el official said, however, that
the Vice President’s five room
luxury suite would rent for
about $1,900 a month “to the
man coming in off the street.”

The official, Ted Kissane,
said the discount could range
from “one-third to 100 per
cent” depending on the impor-
tance of the person and dura-
tion of his stay.

He said hotels give dis-
counts to celebrities because
of publicity generated by their
presence and the belief they
attract business. He called the

practice “custotmary in the ho-
tel industry.”

(A check of other luxury ho-
tels here showed that some
give discounts and others do

no.Kim Cappell, executive as-
sistant manager at the May-"

flower, said “we have dignitar-
ies coming in all the time and
we don’t discount the room.”
He said the hotel does not dis-
count rooms of more perma-
nent tenants, either.

(James Watson, assistant
manager. of the Washington
Hilton, said the chain leaves
discounting wup to the individ-
uwal managers. He said dis-
counts are not a standard pol-
ey of the Washingtotn Hilton,
although, some -~ are given
when the manager feels the
individual’s presence will add
“to the prestige of the hotel.”)

Marsh Thomson, the vice
president’s press secretary,
said the Agnews moved into
the Sheraton-Park in January
of 1969 and paid the rent that
hotel officials quoted to them.
“They looked at what they
were shown, were quoted a
price and accepted it. At no
point was there 'any negotiat-
ing or discounting concerning
the rental figure,” he said.

The Agnews lived there un-
til they moved to a home in
suburban  Kenwood this
spring. : )

Thomson said he did not
think Agnew was aware of
paying a lower rent at that
time. “He paid what was
asked. It’s by now certainly
known to him that they are in
the habit of quoting more;fa-
vorable rates to certain peo-
ple, but he didn’t at any point
attempt to achieve anything
out:of the ordinary. -

““My understanding is that
they really don’t have an es-
tablished rate for those quar-
ters. They make a decision al-
most on a case by case basis
on what is to be charged,
Thomson said. “All this having
been said, the vice president is
not going to have me give: any
exact figures on this, feeling

that that’s personal informa-
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that the Agnews paid more
than the Johnsons for similar

* accommodations.

Agnew and Connally were

"linked to the ITT antitrust

suit in memorandums devel-
oped within the Securities and
Exchange Commission. - The
memorandums, based on an
internal investigation of SEC
files on theé case, were re-
leased this March by. Rep.
Harley O. Staggers, chairman
of the House Commerce Com-

‘mittee, in defiance of the ad-

ministration.
The memorandums detail a
series of meetings and con-

. tacts - between ITT officials

and top administration offi-

* cials, including Connally and

Agnew.
The memorandums refer to

an ITT letter written to then-

tion. He just doesn’t feel that’s
somethmg he would have to
release.”

Connally’s ~ personal secre-
tary, Beverly Ware, said she
was not aware of-a discount
6n his apartment, which was
located just above the Vice
President’s. She refused to dis-
close how much rent Connally
paid. Connally lived there for
the year and a half he was
Treasury Secretary, according
to hotel officials.

Robbins said other celebri-
ties living at the 'Sheraton-
Park and receiving a discount
on their rents include: Former
U.S. Chief Justice Earl War-
ren, hostess Pearl Mesta, TV
personality Lawrence Spivak,
and Lawrence O‘Brien, former
chiarman of the Democratic
National Committee. The late
Herbert Hoover also received
a. discount. “It's just good
business,” Robbins said.

Kissane said the celebrity
discounts predate ITT’s acqui-
sition of the Sheraton Corp. in
the spring of 1968.

He said Vice President Lyn-
don" Johnson received a dis-
count when he stayed there
briefly in 1961, but would not
confirm a report on CBS that
the Johnsons paid $800 a
month. He did say, however,

Treasury Secretary Connally
on April 27, 1971, which ex-
pressed the belief that Con-
nally was “instrumental” in
delaying the filing of the anti-
trust suit.

The memorandums also
refer to a letter written to Ag-
new thanking him for assist-
ing in a meeting between
Richard McLaren, then head
of the antitrust division at
Justice, and then-Attorney
General John Mitchell. Pre-

‘| eisely what role Mr. Agnew al-'
legedly played was

never
niade clear.

The discount on the Agnew.

apartment was first reported
early yesterday by CBS.
Thomson, arguing that the
Vice President did not receive
a discount, said he was ‘“very
unhappy” with “how CBS has
carried its story.

“It is giving the impression
of a discount, which is a mis-
use of the term, and finally
linking all of this to the ITT-
antitrust case of some years
back,kmost unfairly,” Thomson
said.

Thomson said there is an
unnecessary, contrived.. at-|
tempt going on to make the
Agnews appear to be the bene-
ficiary of some special ar-
rangement, which is not the
case.”




