By Wiiliam Braden

A public hearing on the collision of two jetliners at O'Hare
Airport will be held here next month, and federal investigatrs
expressed confidence Friday their evidence will establish the
cause of the accident.

Nine persons were %illed and 15 persons were injurad
Vednesday aight at the fog-blanketed airport when a No:ih
Central Airiines DC-9 on a takeoff run crashed and burne
after striking a Delta Air Lines Convair 830 that was taxiiag
across the active runway.

Johm H. Reed, chairman of the National Transportation
Safety Board, said:

“Because of the nature of this accident, we will be abie o
“move swiftly into a public-hearing phase of our investigation,

witich we will convene in Chicago in Jauuary.

“In this case, the crew meinbers of bolh aircraft survived.
We have two cockpit voice-recorder tapes, one from cach air-
craft. The tapes are in the board’s taboratory in Washington
now, and we have found they are both in £ood condition,.

“We also have the air traffic control tapes from the §’Hare
tower, which we have impounded and which also appear to he
in geod condition. With these three tapes, wo can corrclate cur
information precisely — down to tonths of a second. This
should take the balance of two t6 three weeks o do. And when
we {inish this, we’li move right into the hearing.”

Reed's statement was made in Washingion and released
here by Edward E. Slattery Jr., director of pubiic affairs for
the Safety Board.

Slattery is one of & 10-mai team that was sent from Wasi-
ington to investigate the O’Hare accident. Discussing the
analysis of the tapes, he said:

“The tower tape i{s a 24-hour tape carrying
. Greds of radio fransmissions. We have to refine down 9

the segments we want — and then corrals te those segm
with *the other two tapes from the a'reraft. In doing so, ©
should be able to calibrate within tenths of seconds in deter-
mining the point in time iransraissions were made — as well
as identifying the people who were speaking and hearing.”

Slattery said the flight-data recorders from the two plas
also had been sent to Washington “to buttress the information
o the tapes.” He added: “We're particularly interested in the
North Central’s recorder, which should tell us the moment of
Iift-off, how high that plane got off the ground and what specd
it was going.”

Slattery made a

comparison with the safety board {u-
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vestigation into the United Air Lines crash that Lilled 45 per-
sons southeast of Midway Airport on Dec. 8.

“In that case,” he said, “we had a uead crew and damage
to both the flight-data recorder and the cockpit voice record-
er')l [ e

The two engines from the Dec. 8 wreck were shipped {6 San
Francisco for a “tear-down™ analysis. L _

“The analysis was done under our impound,” said Slatter ;
“and we finished it Thursday. The men are now preparing
their evidence for a hearing. No date has heen sct for the
United hearingz, but T can guarantee it woi't he before Febru-
ary at the eatliest. Usually a public hicaring commences
about three months after an accident — so you can see fiow
fast we're moving on the O’Hare accident.”

Meanwhile, investigators continued to focus atlention Friday
on the fact that the Delia plauce after fanding at O’Hare was
given ground-control taxi instructions that required it {o cross
runway 27 Left — on which the North Central plane was tak-
ing off.

A key quesiion remaining to be answered was whether the
Delta pilct had been given permission t5 cross the runway at
the time he attempted to do 50 — 6:01 p.m. — or whether hie
had been told to hold short of the intersecticn on his way to a
holding apron.

Reports that a possible defect In the O'Hare ground radar
System may have contributed to the accident were largely
discounted Friday by a Federal Aviaiicn Administration
spckesman, Neal Cailzhan.

“That really was blewn out of context,” lie sald, “I was
explaining to a reporter how radar works, and how it some-

mes doesn’t sze anyihing. And he mus: have misinterpreted
what I said to the point 6f suggesiing the G’Hare radar was
perative or ineffective Wednesday night. And that just

& case. Cf course, all parts of the airport system are
being_checked out, including the radar, but there is no in.
Ciehiibg {here was anything defective thora,”
- Callahan alsc re-emphasized that the ten porary removal
from duty of two O’Hare tower personnel was a routine, stan-
dard procedure. -

“I’s really incorrvect to say these
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men have been sus-
pended,” said Callahan. “They're siili on the payroll. They've
just been removed from their assigned duty untii the people
conducting the investigation have finished with them. They're
not suspended — just removed from the boards. Which is the
same thing that happened in the case of the Midway crash.
Strictly routine.”




