By Jerome Watson

State’s Atty.: Bernard
Carey’s office has begun an'fn-
vestigation into yet another
mystery-tinged death of ¥
pamntat(l:ﬁugcmdu&-
tal Health Center, 6500 W. B‘-
ving Park.

The case, involving the
death of Richard “Mirock, - 45,
mmtmmm

the police department and Chi-
cago-Read.

The Carey probe of %ﬂswﬁ’#
denth — termed bathiub
drowsaing by docters — came’
siier The Sun Times, the Bet-
ter  Government  Assn., -and
WLS-TV (Channel 7)  news’
brought details in the pnzzling
case to the attention of Carey’s
effice.

Last week, Carey ordered an
fnvestigation into the death of
Henry Kolak last November at
Read after The Sun-Times, the
BGA and Channel 7 presented
{nformation on the case to
Bim. Doctors had ruled that
Kolak was kicked to death.

Carey’s entry into the Mi-
rock case came despite a po-
lce decision to mark the case
“closed” and a coroner’s ver-
dict that the Mirock death was
of “undetermined” cause. (Mi-
rock was found face down in &

cK's fami-
‘\f death ma 2y b \'3. in-
ik ay.

unsuccessful - cam-
—roner last fali, Re-
diven Demnwd Mhutack had
s 0 actions of the
i Y2 often had the
Solooof covenng up circum-
e warrounding. deaths,
ihal 00 few  autopsies
beiny conducwd by Coro-
ndrew J. Toman's office.
wathvis of  Mirock, who
not given an  autopsy,
izt~ 41 to The Sun-Times,
HG s and Channel 7 that:

5 b

c‘f" i anonymous  caller,

a relative’s. number
‘@ Mirock’s  hospital |
I~ informed the dead |
s cister-ifdaw, Mrs. Vir- |

~orock, that “there was

Tt 7 and “begged” iheny |
Lo gl uon. !

STATE'S ATTY.

rious conversations with M
‘Tock indicating he was in good
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2d mystery ¢ deafh at ment
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Cook County morgue, 10 } 7
in detail & Read doctor’s
mony that Mirock: had :

; “‘we are unable to deter-
whether (death) was ac-
tal, suicidal or otherwise,
ore, our verdict is unde-
ned.” ,
rthermore, state statutes

sguire a coroner’s jury to in-
1¢ “bow, In what manner,

testified . m m of mﬁdbywhomorwhm the said

patients In'the

Spirits and hoping to leaye the 0B

hospital the day of . his death.

He had voluntarily entered the - ga i 45

facility’ Nov. 27 bécause of ‘a .

recurrence of depression
(Mirock’s  widow, Jeanne,
and his brother, Leonard, 53;: -

said the dead man had half:’
heartedly. attempted suicide
some years ago and had re-
ceived psychiatric care on a
number of occasions, but they
insisted he was not in a sul-
cidal mood at Read. A Read !
doctor aiso testified at the in-
quest that Mirock had been
given a pass two or three days
before his death because he
was not seen as suicidal.)

3 Depurv Coroner Capuzi
K

Mirock famify ¢ m :
a transcript of the ~ﬁ“"iqﬂ&st
hearing) from seeking a con-
tinuance of the inquest to per-
mit further inquiries into the

dtc»u.l

() No effort was made at
the lqu’*\{ held Jan. 2 at the

taken . . . we have no juris
diction. . . .

Capuzi (concerning Mirock’s
drowning): A man with suici-
dal tendencies, that is the way
they usually go. . ..

Voice (Mirock family mem-
ber): We received an anony-
mous phone call stating there
was foul play. . ..

Capuzi: 1 don't believe there
are any violent cases of that
type there, is ihere, doctor?
(The doctor assured him there
weren't.)

Leonard Mirock said Chi-
cago police, who were repre-
sented at the inquest, did not
contact the family after the n-
quest to inquire about the mys-
tery call they had receivéd al-
leging foul play. Mirock said
he had reported the call to po-
lice “several times’ prior to
the inquest, but did not pursue

the matter with them because

iead body came to its death,
nd of all other facts of and

ing the same, together
all material circum-
in anywise related to
ected with the said
Lcmsider these excerpts
e inquest transcript:

ard  Mirock: My wife
yant (o testify, too.

zi: To what respect?
&: Concerning negli-
t the hospital, sir.
uzi: Well, sir, as far as
ivil action that might be

“I didn’t think anyone was in-
terested.”

Mulack said the official han-
dling of the Mirock case sug-
gested ‘“‘gross neglect” by at
least some officials.

The Sun-Times, BGA and
Channel 7 have conducted con-
tinuing investigations of the
Illinois Department of Mental
Health over the last 13 months.
A separate Sun-Times in-
vestigation of Tinley Park
Mental Health Center has re-
sulted in a state commission
hearing, set for Monday.



