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by Paul Hoffman

CHICAGO—"Watergate stands
for violence and murder, not
merely wiretapping and break-
mn."”

Sherman Skolnick was not
talking about Congressman
Mills’s suicide or Gordon Liddy’s
behind-bars fisticuffs—he was
talking about mass murder. After
five months of talking into a void,
he’s finally forced the govern-
ment to re-open its investigation
into the crash of United Air Lines
flight 553 last December 8.

The Roeing 717, en route from
Washington National Airport, was
coming in for a landing at
Chicago’s Midway Airport. A
private plane failed to clear the
runway in time and the tower
waved the United flight off to
make a second approach—a rou-
tine procedure. The plane never
made it. It struck a high-tension
line and plowed .into a row of
houses about a mile from the air-
port. Forty-five persons were
killed—43 on the plane, two on the
ground. Fifteen aboard survived.

Among those killed were
Dorothy Hunt, wife of since-con-
victed Watergate conspirator E.
Howard Hunt, who was found to
be carrying $10,000 in $100 bills for
a purpose still unknown; CBS
News correspondent Michelle
Clark: and Congressman George
W. Collings, a black Democrat
from Chicago's West Side.

Skolnick’s thesis is simple: **I
accuse the highest level of this
government, including the Pres-
ident, of murder and sabotage in
respect to the killing of Mrs. E.
Howard Hunt and cthers . . . on
ftight 553 and the robbery and de-
struction of that plane.”

So: far
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Did the White House order
the murder of Mrs. Hunt?

But others have learned the
nick’s charges so cavalierly. He is
the gadfly of the Illinois judiciary,
the founder, chairman, and
driving force of the Committee to
Clean Up the Courts, an outfit of
maverick muckrakers engaging
in what Skolnick calls “‘guerrilla
law.”" He has a staff of about three
dozen unpaid investigators and an
army of informants, many of
them in government service.

He also has an impressive
array of judicial scalps dangling
from his belt—metaphorically
speaking, to be sure, but Skolnick
does have the judge's gavels in

his briefcase. The Illinois Chief.

Justice and an associate justice of
the state’s Supreme Court re-
signed after Skolnick lodged
conflict-of-interest charges
against them. He first brought the
charges that led to the indictment
and conviction of Federal Court of
Appeals Judge Otto Kerner, the
former Illinois Governor.

Even more remarkable than
the record is the man himself.
Now 42, Skolnick is a college
dropout who studied law on his
own and, though he never got a
diploma or took the bar examina-
tion, represents himself in court.
On top of that, he’s a polio victim,
crippled since childhood, and
makes his courtroom appear-
ances in a wheelchair.

On the assumption that there
might be something to Skolnick’s
charges about the Midway crash.
I sought him out five days before
the Safety Board made its an-
nouncement.
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‘tration of Jewish doctors. Now it's

| Hill” because of its concen-
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cased in braces. He stands only
slightly over five feet. As the
result of recent plastic and dental
surgery, he's far better looking
than the pictures I'd seen of him
a few years back.

He led us—photographer How-
ard Le Vant and myself—into a
living room cluttered with books
and papers. On one wall was
pasted a front page of the Chicago
Daily News with the banner
headline, “*Kerner Convicted.” On |
another was a portrait of his

gert, Chief Judge of the Federal
Court of Appeals in Chicago.

For nearly four hours. Skolnick
recited his account of the Midway
crash. Because of the libel laws,
much of what he said cannot be
repeated here: because of them.
in some instances 1 have quoted
not from his remarks to me, but
from statements he made in docu-
ments in the public domain.
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of its subsidiaries were indicted
for paymg $14500 in - bnbes to

B

“John Nicosia. the mayor of East

Chicago, Indiana, for permission
to construct a pipeline through
the community. The charges
against the corporations were
later dropped, although the prose-

“cution of Mayor Nicosia is con-

tinuing in the Hammond, Indiana,
federal court.

According to Skolnick. the
papers carried by Blodgett and
Krueger were stock-transfer lists
showing that John Mitchell, the
former Attorney General and
former CREEP chairman. had
acquired a “substantial owner-
ship™ in the El Paso Natural Gas
Company, a major rival of
Northern. The ownership purport-
edly was in the name of a

‘nominee, whom Skolnick would

"Mitchell in the hours immediately

identify only as a partner in
Mitchell’s Wall Street law firm.
Mudge, Rose, Guthrie, and Alex-
ander.

It is a matter of record that in
1969 anti-trust chdxges were pend-
ing against E]l Paso in connection
with construction of a pipeline to
the Pacific Northwest. Because
his firm had represented El Paso.
Mitchell disqualified himself from
ruling on the case. Then Deputy
Attorney General Richard Klein-
dienst decided to drop the action
against El Paso—the point at
which Mitchell allegedly acquired
his interest—but it was. sub-
sequently reinstated by the Su-
preme Court.

Skolnick claimed Blodgett and
Krueger were using the docu-
ments to “blackmail”™ Mitchell
and the Justice Department to
drop the charges against
Northern and its subsidiaries. A
similar accusation was made in
court by Mayor Nicosia's at-
torney, William Barnett, who
added that the Omaha lawyers
had met in Washington with

before the ill-fated flight 553
Again without citing a source.

‘Skolnick  said Blodgett and

Krueger “were warned by an
anonymous call that they would
never get to Chicago with (the)
documents.”” He also asserted
that Krueger's briefcase was not
found in the crash wreckage.
“Several weeks after thecrash.”
Skolnick continued, “when I made
a public statement describing
some of the documents that disap-
peared from the crash, a federal

“employe  known: to -me. from

another matter came to my home
some 24 hours after my statement
and in a very sophisticated dis-
cussion offered me for my organi-
zation a $100.000 donation. . . . 1.

as the chairman of the group.
refused such an  out-and-out
bribe.”

(Skolnick said that he and ihe
committee subsist on the lecture
fees he receives and through
mail-order sales of two books
which he claims the government

twill not permit commercial im-

porters to bring into the U. S.—-
“Who's Who in CIA™ by Julius
Moder, published in East Berlin
($5): and “Farewell America™ by
James Hepburn. published m
Luxembourg ($10). a <CIA-
conspiracy thesis of the John F
Kennedy assassination.
(Needless to say. Skolnick is an
ardent advocate of conspiracy
theories in JFK's death. He has
charged the FBI. the Secret Ser-
vice, and locai officiais with a
“second’’ conspiracy to kill Een-
nedy on an aborted trip 1o
Chicago in early November. 1463,
He has filed a suit. so far unsuc-
cessful, to force the National
Archives 16 release the decumen-

Conimued on ner: poae
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" tation which he: says “proves” his
ithesis.)

- The documents carrled by Blod-
gett and Krueger are still in Skol-
“nick’s possession, * but ‘e would |
not say where. Presumably, they

-safe- ;of:s

documents,
Skolnick; assisted by an associate,
...evaded the EBI by going through
5 ,unmarked di roads up and
- down' the country51de” until they

ended up in Windsor, Ontario.

vae days later when he re-én-
the U. with the docu—

: ocuments al-
leged to be stolen from UAL flt.
553 of 12-8-72.”’

. Five days afje;},tvhat, James




Thompson, the United States At-
torney in Chicago, informed Skol-
nick that he would return the de-
veloped film to him. Skolnick in-
sisted that it be done in a public
place. The outer lobby of
Thompson’s office in Chicago’s
Federal Building was~ chosen—
with the press in attendance. Skol-
nick said that Thompson at-
tempted to return prints, of 10
pages, not the 29 he had pho-
tographed, and that the 10 pages
‘were not even from the ‘docu-
ments he had photographed. He
declined to accept them.

All of this, even if verified to the
most minute_ detail, 10
constitute eviden f sabotage.
Skolnick agrees—but he said the
trail that started with Alex Bottos
led him to investigate the circum-
stanees.surrounding the crash it-

self.” = & an :
‘“When we began looking into
this,” he said, “we were hoping
that it would be only an aecident.
We were in fact terrified to find as
{each day went by that there was
‘more and more information com-
piled by us which led us to the
conclusion that the highest level
of the government was involved

with' murder, robbery, and sabo-

tage in respect to flighf 553

" First, Skolnick said, “we devel-
I:oped contacts in‘the FAA who told-
 us that the altimeters on the plane
i were - malfunctionin;
ithey * had *among ‘othe

pinholes  in‘ the

it crashed. - AR i

Skolnick also claimed that one
of the plane’s flight recorders
stopped  working some 14 to. 20
| minutes before the crash, while
the other flight recorder “disap-
peared” from the wreckage, only

to be “found” later. “The FAA 1

Skolnick said, ‘“‘claims they were .
able to, what they call, ‘recon-

struct’ the te L Ie-
corder that disappeared. The cir-
cumstances are very suspicious.’”

‘The most omi ation of

sabotage is the medical evidence.
Cyanide was found in the bodies
of seven. of the 43 persons: who
died on the plane. Skokhick iden-
tified five of them as Mrs. Hunt,
Miss Clark, Blodgett and Krueger
and the pilot, Captain. Wer

Whiteho name,”
Skolnick. said, *‘what a prophetic-
name!”) Since the coroner’s
report listed the autopsy findings
by seat number, not name, it was

possible to verify Skolnick’s as-

sertions only as to the pilot.
Skolnick provided me with a
copy of a still-secret National
Transportation Safety  Board
idocument on the crash:‘“Human
i Pactors Group Chairman’s
Factual Report”” by C. Hayden Le
Roy—less obtusely, the report of
the chairman of the investigative

team studying the human, as|
opposed to the mechanical, fac- |

tors in the crash. :

Attached to the report are the
findings of the Cook ' County
Coroner’s Office. It shows that the
pilot’s death was caused by :
‘“some inhalation with carbon
monoxide asphyxia and blood cy-
anide accumplation. . . .

itel o ;

that the presence of cyanide was
caused by a plastic in the seat
covers which, when burned; gives
off cyanide gas. But that does not
explain why only six of the 40
crash vietims in the cabin (and
presumably none of the 15 sur-
vivors) inhaled the lethal gas and
why, of the three persons in the
cockpit, only Captain Whitehouse
suffered the effects of _cyanide
poisoning. Also, the fire occurred
after the crash and, according to

The government has argued |

the -Coroner’s Office, Captain
Whit

plane
is that he fell dead on the control, |
ca the plane to plunge to the |

“We took it up with what we felt
was an tmpariial in

n-

5 A 0
ced at the fig-

Captain Whitehouse’s body and
said, ‘My god, that’s nine whiffs |
too many!” ‘
“I'said, ‘What do you mean by }
that?’ 3 i
‘‘He said, ‘Well, one whiff of cy- f
anide, if it were a gas, would have |
been enough to kill him. He’s got |
whiffs that must .have come by {
another means.” : el
“I'said,“What do you mean by |
that 2 om i e g |
" “He said, ‘He must have gotten ’
it by injection or ingestion, which |
. The cyanide is fact. The.who, |
how, and why is conjecture. Skol. |
nick believes he has identified the
man who he says poisoned the six
passengers in the cabin—an agent
[ with- Drug - Abuse Law Enforce-
ment (DALE); but “‘one of the
oddest narcotics agenfs we ever
ran into, because he holds a po-
sition in the government So high
that he is-answerable to the Presi-

dent.” - According. to Skolnick,
the agent, who survived the crash,
rode in the jump-seat next to
the galley, a seat not normally
used by passengers. -
“Of course,”” Skolnick said, ‘4t
is unlikely that Mr. super- |
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Vised the poisoning of thepilot by
way of the pilot’s coffee, because
that would have been suicide for—
Mr. - But we do believe that
he supervised some chemical,
presumably - cyanide, put in the
snacks or other beverages of the

[ Six: Watergate people who ‘died
-with*:a " cyanide devel eir
bﬁd}’.” & >

ck said,
Wwere gas industry lobbyists. ‘“We -
know who they are and “we are
currently working on their partic-
tlarsi?) '
~Expanding on this theory, Skol-
nick argued that the DALE agent
may have been part of a ‘‘double
cutout”—assigned to carry out
part of an operation while others,
unbeknownst ‘to him, were as-
signed to' eliminate ‘him: Under - -
‘this' ‘theory,  the. DALE agent
poisoned the six passengers and
abstracted Mrs. Hunt’s money
and ‘the Omaha attorney’s docu-
ments and parachuted them to ac-

complices outside (a formidable

‘task; to'be‘sure): Skolnick ¢laims
to_have ‘a witness who saw a
chute drop from ane.

(The two others; Skolni

¥ 0
poisoned the pilot or how it was
done. Nor could he explain why
the second operative, knowing it
would be suicide, poisoned the
pilot. S
Skolnick said he “confronted

where: upwards' of 200 people i’
about 100 unmarked cars took
over the crash zone almost simul-

taneous with the crash. . . . Some

the police arrived . . . The police -
are only half-a-minute or a
minute away, and yet these mys-




terious people in the unmarkea
cars had taken over the inner
circle around the crash almost si-
multaneous with the erash. They
were there at the morgue before
the police got there. . . .”

Skolnick believes the men were .
federal agents who had been
waiting at Midway Alrport to ar- ¢
rest Mrs. Hunt. o

The National Transp rtatlon
Safety Board opened its public
‘hearing on the crash on February
27: :

“Each day I and Alex Bottos sat :
and listened to the: proceedmgs i
Skolnick said. “‘It was the first
time Bottos was seen publicly
with me. The government up to
that point did not know he was one
of our people.” =
' ked . @that he  ‘be: ;-
ent evidence at the -
nearmgs but the chairman,
Isabel Burgess refused permis-

Contznued on next page
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; “Two or more of the Wa:tergate defendants
are double-agents who wanted to be caught so
_their plan to destroy the Pre51dency could go forward - ay
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sion.. On March 2, Skolnick filed
suit against her.

“‘Onebusiness day later—March
2was a Frlday—Monday, March
5, federal marshals took Alex
_Bottos into custody without any
_ written charge,” Skolnick - said.
Leatlt was. a frame-up ~They . kept
. him for 40 days in custody in the
so-called Federal Prison Hospital
in  Springfield, Missouri, sup-
posedly for mental observatlon ?

Actually, Bottos had been ar-
, rested by a Gary, Indlana pohce-

ed on Apnl  with:
of mental health, but the
crmunal charge is still pendmg

. The charge was denounced by
Elmer Jacobsen, executive
director of the Northwest Indiana
Crlme Commission; as “not only
frivolous, but dlstorted and il-
legal ”” Jacobsen claimed Bottos
was arrested because. he was
workmg with the Commission on

cover-up, accordmg to"fskolmck
came in the appointment De-
cember 9—the day after the crash

secretary I
Transportati

of the National Transportation |
Safety Board’s investigation. | ,
Krogh was forced to resign when |
he was implicated in the burglary
of Daniel Ellsberg s psychlatrxst s
office.

And in the departure of White
House aide Dnght Chapin to
become United’s marketing
director. Ameng Chapm s chores,
Skolnick charged was ‘“‘exerting
muscle . to see to it that the
estabhshmenL _press  print not
[ gle Word other than that
the”Mldway crash was an acc1—
dent A :

There are some gapmg holes:in
:Skolnick’s but rather: than
plug fhem h we_n_l_' to erect on
thls ﬁ'agﬂe foundatrona castle in
the air- :

“The Watergate affair in its
true sense involves murder and
sabotage. Just before the Water-
gate break-in was the attempt to
assassinate George Wallace. The
press suppressed details about
what is really involved there. . . .
‘Then, of course, December 8,
1972, the plane crashed. .

'EWatergate defend-
¢Cord, in a memo
flled with the Ervin Committee

. says that matters came to a
fhead earlymnﬁ@ecember and‘that"
Nixon was becoming ruthless. He
sald thatbo‘t b

Hunt, at that pomt in her conver-
satlon W1th ‘me; also repeatsed the
‘statement - which' she' too' had
made before, which was that E.
‘Howard Hunt' had information
which could 1mpeach the Pres-
1dent B & H
WioTh hlghést Tevels of 't gov-
ernmen incl dmg the PreSIdent
‘the t}sdngestﬂL fmotwewto‘
Hun and to silence
rking to bring.
such as Mlchelle

““MeCord’s attorney 1s Bernard
FensterW‘alk
for three years. A friend of Fen-
sterwald, also known to me, in-

v1ted to come to Washlngton




“What 1 found out was that

there’s afactioninthe government |

which’ wants Nixon pushed to the
wall, not merely because he’s cor-
rupt, but in order to destroy.the
Presidency. So I am left with the
mixed feeling that, on the one
hand, we believe that the Pres-
‘ident himself .is involvéd in. the
death of Mrs. Hunt; on the other
hand, there is a faction—the
Council on Foreign Relations”
(the creme  of the Washington-
Wall Street-Ivy League Establish-
" ment, financed by the Rockefel-
lers and formerly headed by John
J. McCloy, now by William
Bundy) “‘and some CIA people—
who want the office of the Presi-
dent destroyed,, not somuchNi ixon

Whal; si really ]
Nixon has a background of politi-
cal sabotage. Thegefore it was

easy to sucker him into a plan
whieh he would have approved of
anywdy. . . . But two or more of
the Watergate defendants are
double-agents who wanted to be
caught so their plan to destroy the
Presidency could go forward.

“I don’t for a.moment. justify -
what. Nixon has. done. But I
wonder which is worse: the. White
House being « corrupt, or this
faction-——the 'CIA and the Council
on Foreign Relatlons—and their
plan to destroy the
What’s interesting is that they re
not framing him, but cornermg
leon with the”truth* omewould

pose “martial law: and masswe
Continued on page13
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to take over the country and im- °
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unless
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: ‘A»Contmued from pag’e‘? :

repression”’—Ellsberg’s leakmg

the Pentagon Papers to.the New

York Times, then the burglary of
Ellsberg’s psychlatrlst’s office so
Ellsberg would go free; the dis-
mlssal of Nixon’s Marme guard

current gasoline snortage

. brought about: dehberately So.the
populace ! will be immobilized
when the coup comes.. . . But by’
this peint P’d stopped takmg notes.

®owo%

Like an antique Victrola, Skol-| .
_nick finally ran down. Fearful of

startmg h;rh up agaln I dldnt

| Bottos and I chatted. He’s a tall,

; parﬂlo ‘Although he claimed to be

| executive recruiter, he was ob-

‘€rs were suD]ecteu IO narcoan-'.
alysis to'extract information from

it. | The photographer and I departed
: ’lee Skolplck Wlth Fensterwald,

as ‘“‘my little girl Sheila.”” She
plainly wasn’t his daughter.

While Sheila sat on the couch
and paged through a comic book,

thin, dark man in his 40s with a
pltted face and thinning hair. He
chewed constantly on the plastic
mouthpiece  of an explred Ti-

a management consultant and an’

viously a blue-collar type. It was
easier to. conceive of him as the
fence for a robbery gang. -

_ “It’s a nightmare down there,”

them.

I asked-if it had been used on
him. -

““They were going to,” he said,
“until I dumped some legal docu-
ments on the chief psychiatrist
.- and dumped some names on
them so they gave me the run of
the place” :

Inick




