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top official of the Federal Drug
Enforcement . Administration
said 'today that he had been
briefed . on_what has ' been
deseribed———as—eleotmnic—as
sassination-equipment-by-a pri-
vate manufec.turer of - wiretap-
ing-and-hu Fequipment-—‘::
B“ofﬂci eut‘CorLutierr

support-section-6f D.E.A.'s
ternational . intelligence .. divi-
sion->said‘that: he: recewed the
brrefing;m May;: 1974, from TEp-
resentatjves of ;- the~ now’ de-
funct B. R. Fox éompany.
Colonel’ Conéih 'said he: had
not-asked-for-the-briefing-and
Jhad—nc mtereat‘m‘ the: equlp-
ment

‘Several law enforcement offi-
cxals and Senate’ investigators
said-that -this-was-the-first-time
they—-laad—seen-ev;dence.thnt.a
‘domiestic Federal agency would
1even look 'iat assassmatlon
>equ1pment. -
—Several_sé iQr_DEAMlaw
‘enforcement. -officials have be-
jcome . concerned that - the
agency’s {wrdesptead overseas
loperations—have <opened-it-to
questxonable“law enforcement
lpraet«ices D:E.A! agents operit-
,M&_J_L*_%ngnmﬁmmtrles—-s

ider far loosér , réegulations on
_coyemegg:t&tion&animveshgm

tive .t iques-than. are-their
counterparts in-this country: .
_~-Concern_about the" agency’s
activities has also been- a.roused
as-a-result-of . its: close assocxa
tion-with the C.LA> .
. Under— orders-l’rom-l’resxden’tr
Nixon,_the:C.I. A.-was. ordered
to_get: into the war on: ﬂlegal
marcofics-in-1971-%d
in"the.Bureau of ‘Narcoti¢s and|
Dangerous Drugs; a predecessor
of the D.E.A., was_funded by
the.C.IA... ang| and C.L A operatives
were ox; duty withthe narcotics
agéncysin the Unrted States and

1

Thxsn“agreement" with the
C.LA.-was ended-in~1973, -but
the 'D.E.A. hired a substantial
number of foreign intelligence
officets in _staffing-its. present
intelligence operations. '
——ServecﬁrrSalgon

According to. the’ Pentagon_
papers on ; United States—in-.
volvement'in -the "Indochina|
war,Colanel Conein was a sen-

lﬁiﬁoun € material “Tascin-|

that the ‘agéncy wor

ior.operative of the Central In-

B "--::;___\,,__. R —

telligence_Agency in_saigon_tn
1963 -and-seryed_as’d ‘Jiaison-be-
tween- - the. -United_States
Govemment and forces that de-
posed Presxdent Ngo Dinh
Diem. - -

Senator Lowell P Weicker
Jr—Repubhcaa—of—Gonneeﬁeut—
who has been conducting an in-
vestigatior- of ~C.I.ATinvolves
ment with other Government
agencies;said-that- -he has:a-copy;
of the-typewritten catalogue-of
instruments- descnbed to Colo-
nel.Conein:™

.When questioned by a repor-
ter,.Mr.. Wercker described the

devxcés as “used for assa_ssina-
tion, pure and simple.” - .

Mr. Weicker said that he had
brought-the-ca: talogue to-the at-
tention of-John-Bartels;-admin-
istrator of “the—Drug “Enforce-
ment:Administration, and that
heThzd_mtemewed._Colnnel.

the fﬁcials had assured hlm
‘thaf‘the~agency had fiot” pur-
chiﬁe“di‘ny of'thed '

' The'Senator said that he had
been told-that-the-agency’s men
haddéne notHing to encourage
the-mariufacturer-to-think that
he_mlzhtmkil.MgL
‘agency. -

“M qgestlon was; why in the

idn’t they do somethifg to
dxscourage hfm T Mr. We1cker
said:

-One ‘of two men who-briefed
Colonel Conein, Michael Morris-
sey told & reporter that He had
met- with-him:for_three hours,
showing -him ‘audio equipment
and going over the devices-de-
scribed by . Sgna Veicker in
detail, -— -=
_Co]oneLConem,_asked.nbnut
the briefing, said .that he had
not sdlicited the briefing on as-
sassination . aspects of Fox's
equipment, *--and. - 1.~ wouldn’t
tov.lxcl'x’.that stquwIth_aJOefootx

el s sz
P He. contmued. "'rhat s’cuff isl

only good in a'war, ‘and. who' i§
got & .war? I was very sophist
cated_stuff. They hrnyd a tele-
phone” that ' could ‘be triggered
by remote control, If the wrong
person _picked up _the_ phone.
you'd blow him up.” -

Colonel Conein said:that he

ating” " bit™ that he  had said
nothing-to: epcom‘ﬁime_idea

purchase
such equipment. He said that he

had—_purchasedr about—$500
‘worth-of-audio®equipment from
the B. 'R: Fox Company, which
he said: coujd be used for bug-
sinz

The. equipment he bou ht ‘he
said “cannot - be used in- the
United . States without a court
order but is for.use_in D.E.A.’ s
foreign--operations.=He: -
however, that the gear had: not
been used and 7 still havc itin
my safe.” ..

=The- brieﬂng_Jor_ CoIoneI
Conein was conducted by Mr,
Moitissey -and_an unidentified
New York man on behalf of the
Fox Company, which' had of-
fices . in—Alexandria; - Va;;=and
New. York City. Mr. Morrissey
.said that he-had presented de-
tails on the company’s:electro*
nic.surveillance. 3 equipment,_and!
what.the. catalogue callsi‘astro
equipment.”’ = -
,Senator_Weicker has- obtained
a mempthat he said was:from
the files of the B. R. Fox Com-
.pany, written to_an official 'of a
Georgla ™ ~arm nufacturer,
!that Says i ;

_-“Enclosed is'a catalog whlch
lwas put together only after we
’ ed’ working .together with
Lou--Conein;- I wrote-out this
Lline_o '*astro..eq"ipmenr‘with
[you aiid"Lou.in mind, and_be-
cause of the nature of the de-
vices,—xt—rs—notrbemg{xven—tc
\anyone eélse . ,". Some of this
équipment was demonsttated e
Eou ~in:-this - office- about )
‘weeks ago i .

-~ Memo:is Signed 'Mike’ s

dThe memo_wasv,darted_._ June
o e ”- . .

<1t is.part’ of- the evxdence
that has caused Mr. Weicker
to question,-he said; whether the
relatnonﬂup—betweemColoneI
Conein and the'‘“astro” equip-
ment manufacturer “wag a ca-
sual-one; - DO
--When asked. by & ‘reporter
about the memorandum, Colo«
nel-Conein - said - fhat he was
§h03£n_1r_dumg_m_mtmdem
with Senator. Weicker, .. .......

=% told~him I had no-idea
the=tontextin. which—lt--»was
written, ‘and _that ‘I had not’
known Mr. Momssey _[before|

e e




‘the saless«demonstration]. I said
i1 was him [Senator Weicker],

T would turp the memorandum
over_to_the EB.I. and let them
investigate, I told him I would
be- glad -to take a polygraph on
the matter.”

Colonet- Conem saxd that he

had listened to a detailed presen-|
tation on the devices, but he did!
not “discourage” the manufac-'
turer because-he presumed that
as a licensed electronics com-
‘pany-it had ‘the authority to
produce. the explosive devices,
—€olonel-Coneintold~Senator
Weicker;as"he had-a’ “reporter;
that “despite the -presentation
of the explosive gear, he had
setected-B+RFo
pmues to prov*lde bug-

colonel got pmsentatxons from
several- better-known_concems,
He. chose Fox.
Jt..B&rtels,4he~agency ad-
mmtstratnr,,smd_that ‘he_was
conducting ah internal inquiry
into .the .transaction.
__Mr.- Morrissey ..identified -a
copy of the:catalogue ine
% The New York Times as 'a

10tostat of one that he: typed
m the spring of 1974.% The in~
formal-catalogueYsaid-that-the
material could not.be delivered
for_two weeks after-order and
was._for saleonly. to the United
States Government..The follow-
ing are. excerpts on each ltem
avanlab]e

q¢ "relephone handseLJnsert.
meature -activator with * time
é-telephone
charge

A—

handset.

-+ Automatic
fired at—SEC followinglifting
of instrument handpiece.

-q“Cigarette .pack-—- -antidis-
turbance: explosive.-Eléctronics

and _explosive - module’ ed
inside: cigaretts pack:-When'the
pack is_lifted-or-moved in-any
n;x;xmer,._the_explosive m_set
0

.g“Modified flashlight .. .. .
anndxsturbance_unit. Standard
Everyready--2D--cell - flashlight
has antidisturbance “electronics
concealed inside where batteries
have-been:removed. -Remainder
of -thes hattery~ spacer xs ‘packed
with:explosive.”

-g“Remote - controlled, light-
activated sensor, -Unit delivers
a predetermined charge across
its output terminals;~when-ac-
tivated . from a-remote. location
according - to - its: pre-set.-code.
Use with explosive for firing
upon'the-occurrence-of ‘certain
conditions_relating to llght in-
tensxty g

g“Booby-trapped; ‘T8 158
plosive clip. Use: A mechanical-
ly -activated : electronic charge
lcircuit—is=built-into~a” common;
military item. Upon removal of
the single round in' the maga-
zine, either. by. firing or by

|Spindel:=~The “name Foxwas:
|Mrs. . Spindel’s maiden name,
Mr, Momssey said. Hesaid- that

| surveillance _equipment -as-an
individuals

| the -company was no

concedled’ in the ‘magazine . 1s
detqnated PR

= ‘Fragmentation ‘ball==anti=
’dlStUl’b&HCd,Umt Unit'is simxlar
in-itss operation as the antidis-

turbance flashlight, "BRrurdded]
FD-2. The exce_ptxon is in the

itles. T —Flat~black-finish-on.
metal rectangular modules, One
screw_at.each end secures top
lon ‘unit.” Top:: is. removed-*to
pack_inside.with explosive.”:
Mr. Mortissey. said - that. “Ho
mad ] prepared—three—eoplgs_gf
he__catalogue, " and  that _two.
copies were in the hands of
Federal . officials. - He 'declined

xp"‘i’d@f‘.f e & L i ‘—-»-— s

Lg_@éy.ezr_imenf:gée_&cy they

existence and said that she was i

were connected with.

Mr.. Morrissey also declined
to identify the person who had
introduced him to Colonel Co-
nein. The colonel said that he
could not: recall how he had
Iearned of the Fox concern but

unaware Mr.

the “B."R. Fox~Company, was~
often quoted as a wiretap ex-

pert..

i
|

Morrissey  had~ .
circulated a' cafalogue for such
devices. Her husband, the late
Bernard . Spindel,” who formed

that its-name might have come|-
from™an- acqumntance in*Wash-

fxcxals .and" electronic .- e

lngulll. ?
__Mr..Morrissey, who said_ that
he had. a degree as an electron-

signed the equipment. in earl
1974 as an_outgrowth of  his
work _in":the field  of -wiretaps
and room’ bugs.

Mr. Morrissey, '‘who also ‘de-
scribed himself as.a law achool
gradu&te«sziid—that he-belieyed
the e uipment‘-he*designed
'which he gaid ‘was an electronic
triggering device, was legal as
longfas it was not armed with

an-explosive-Hesaid thatit-had
nonlethal—applications..to_mg-
ger .burglar alarms” and other
“antl-mtmsxon” equipment.

‘He- said that he would con-
sider 'selling "such devices only
to the Federdl Government. He
added, however, that he does
"ell ~ electronic - ‘surveillance
lequipmmént to-local-police—
“—Mr:~Morrissey ~said-that“the
Fox Company was dissolved in
November, 1974, as a. result
of management dlfferoncn “He
said that he had shared man-|
agement- and -control— -of—the.
company. . with . Mrs—Barbara

he’ continued to sell electronic

. Mrs. Spmdel confxrined that
onger- in

hand | removal, the—explosive

ics ‘engineer, said that-he-de- for the booby-trappmg of prem-
7 lises

ed that the devices asdescribed
in=the-catalogue-appeared us-
able only for assassinations or

Before joimng the -DEA.,
Colonel Conein was-a career -
Army - officer who spent the

tached duty .with_the Central
Intelhgence Agency.

“Colonel "Conein said that he -
became a.consultant to the Bu-
real of Narcotics and Dangerous

full-time “official of 'D.E.A, ‘in

Sevetal 1aw enforcement ol’- B

who-were=interviewed-in icat-—-*%r*

!

latter part of his career on-de-- .

Drugs-in-1972-and -became-a____

December, 1973. His name came-

up
testimony when it wag disclosed

in Watergate - committee

that-one of the: Watergate bur-- -

glars, E. Howard. Hunt Jr., had
met with: Colonel Conem Mr.

Kennedy. in- President Dnems
assassmatxon in 1963

Hunt-at thetime was gathering
information _to_prepare-bogus——
cables that-implicated-President—



