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““jGrand JUry Told of RequéSf

By BARRY KALB 5—/74.'{’}3 of staff, actually used Nixon’s

. Star-News Staff Writer

Former CIA director Richard
M. Helms has reportedly told the
Watergate grand jury that when
H. R. Haldeman, John D. Ehrlich-
man and John W. Dean III tried to
nlist CIA aid in the Watergate
cover-up on June 23, Haldeman
told Helms the request was com-
ting from ‘‘higher up.”

At that time, there was only one
person at the White House highe:

President Nixon.
Helms, now ambassador to Iran,
made the statement to the grand
jury Friday, according to infor
mal sources.

There was no indication that
Haldeman, then White House chief

han Haldeman, and that was "’

name in his unsuccessful effort to
involve the CIA in the bugging and
cover-up.

NOR COULD The Star-News’
sources say that Helms had been
able to ascertain that the requests
for CIA help were in fact coming
from the President.

But members of Congress who
have been reporting on congres-
sional testimony by Helms and Lt.
Gen. Vernon A. Walters, CIA dep-
uty director, have stressed that
when requests were made by
aides with the authority of Halde-

- man, the authority of the Presi-

dent himself was taken for grant-
ed.

See HELMS, Page A-2
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Sen. Stuart Syming-
ton, D-Mo., who as act-
ing charman of the
Senate Armed Serv-
ices Committee has
been quest oning cur-
rent and formerCIA
officials about CIA
links with Watergate,
announced yesterday
that he had turned
over to the grand jury
and Senate Watergate
Committee 11 in-house
i CIA memoranda. They
deal with conversa-
tions between top CIA
officials and the three
White House aides —
Haldeman, former
domestic counsel head
‘Ehrlichman and for-
mer White House
‘counsel Dean — be-
tween June 23, 1972,
and February
‘year.

Withouth providing
details,  informed
committee
have told The Star-
News they belive the
memoranda contribute
‘““‘added fact’” to the
suspicion that Nixon
knew of the cover-up
attempts.

SYMINGTON said on
Thursday, after hearing
closed-door testimony

of .this

sources

from Helms, that ‘it is
hard for me to visualize
how Nixon could have
been unaware of what was
going on.”

In a statement released
Friday, in which he re-
vealed the existence of
the memoranda, Syming-
ton went even further:

“I believe these' memo-
randa are highly signifi-
cant, and my first impres-
sion of them is that they
appear to verify one of my
statements yesterday at a
press conference, namely
that it is very clear there
was a high-level attempt
by the White House to un-
load major responsibility
for the Watergate bugging
on the CIA.

‘“Also,” Symington con-
tinued, ‘‘it is even more
difficult for me to visualize
that the President knew
nothing about it.”

One source close to the
CIA-Watergate probe de-
scribed the memos as
presenting an important
‘‘added fact” about one of
the conversations. This is
believed to be the June 23
meeting—six days after
the' Watergate arrests—at
which Walters was or-
. dered by Haldeman, with
Helms present, to inter-
fere with the FBI’s Water-
gate investigation.

Helms’ grand jury testi-
mony Friday, like that of
convicted Watergate con-
spirator James W. Mc-
Cord’s before the Senate
Watergate Committee,

Jite

was; second-hand
‘‘hearsay’’ at best, and
both bits of testimony fail
to provide conclusive
proof that the President
knew of the cover-up.

McCord testified on Fri-
day that in January John
J. Caulfield, a former
White House aide then
working at-the Treasury
Department, had tried to
buy McCord’s silence at
the Watergate trial and
that Caulfield had said
Nixon was aware of the
attempt.

This prompted White
House Press Secretary
Ronald L. Ziegler to once
again issue a statement
denying that the President
in any way knew about or
condoned the cover-up.

While the grand jury
continues to gather evi-

dence against these three -

men and a number of oth-
ers, a determined effort is
being made by the prose-
cutors, the Senate commit-
tee and the press to deter-
mine whether there is any
evidence to implicate Nix-
on. .

According to Justice
Department sources, the
three prosecutors share
the feeling that the Presi-
dent must have been
aware of the cover-up.

However, these sources |

say, the prosecutors so far
have uncovered nothing
more concrete than the
type of testimony Helms
gave. :




