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Washington Post Staff Writer
*Hem'y Brandon, Washing-
ton correSpondent of the

.

on Am ean. forexgn policy,
said Vi ,%ay he was aware
that his telephone was tap-
ped on several occasions in
1969 and 1971,

;The disclosure added an-
a growing list

yifieials “whose tele-
! onversauons were
under surveillance. The

Washington Post reported
May 3 that according to two
highly placed sources in the
executive branch at least
two New York Times report-
ers telephones were tapped
in connection with the dis-

closure of the Pentagon Pa- .

pers. A third Times reporter
was also named by one of
the Post’s sources.

Yesterday The Times re-
ported that “sources famil-
iar with the operation” said
that wire taps had also been
placed on unidentified
Washington Post reporters.
The Times identified its two
cérrespondents ‘Whose tele-
phones were tapped as Wil-
ham Beecher, who now
works at the Pentagon, and
Hedrick Smith, currently
the paper’s Moscow corre-
Spondent.

Both Beecher and Smith:
wrote articles on the Strate:"

glc Arms Limitation Talks
(SALT). Smith also worked
on'the Pentagon Papers.

Brandon said yesterday -

that an article he wrote
about SALT in May 1971
“contained a certain amount:
of exclusive material.” He

saxd “This could have been
one‘of the reasons fori the '

wiretap.” Brandon .said he
had also spoken on the tele-
phone to Morton Halperin,
a'staff member of the Na-
tional Security Council until
September 1971. “This could
have brought me to official
attention,” Brandon said.

Tt was disclosed Thursday
at.the Pentagon Papers trial
of Daniel Ellsberg in Los
Angeles that Halperin’s
home telephone was tapped
for more than a year.

Halperin was apprently
one of at least 10 White
House staff members whose

phones were tapped, accord-
ing to The Washington Post
report.of May 3. The Times
yesterday .said: taps: were
placed on the phones of gov-
ernment officials .suspected
of “leaking” to reporters in-
formation believed damag-
ing to national security.

Brandon said he suspected
that his heme- telephone was
tapped when he heard occa-
sional clicks on the line and
experienced delays in dial-
ing. “I have always assumed
that foreign correspondents’
phones are tapped from
time to time,” he said yes-
terday.

In 1969, Brandon com-
pleted a book' about the
United States in Vietnam
called “The Anatomy of Er-
ror.” His latest book, a study
of the Nixon- K1551nger for-
eign poliey, is called “The
Retreat of American Pow-

* He has been in Wash-
ington' 23 years for his news-
paper.

The legality of “national
security” wiretaps is an un-

. settled question. Last year

the Supreme . Court unani-
mously rejected Ni
ministration claim
right to conduct ‘&l
surveillance without:g
order in so-called “domestic

* subversion” cases. But the

' court left open whether the
‘€xecutive branch has such
.’power in national security .
. cases 1nvolvmg “fore1gn sub-
“version.”

The Times reported yes-
terday ‘that John N. Mitch-
ell, then the Attorney Gen-
aeral, Tequested that J. Edgar...
-Hoover,: head “of the F.BIL

acquiesced,.:
surveillance.

m1ght want‘wto talk about fhe
mretap operatmn. :
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