Hunt Tried to Probe
Sen. Kennedy’s Life

By Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstem 2'7// £ 173

Washington Pos

During the same month that
Watergate bugging conspira-
tor E. Howard Hunt Jr.
started work as a White House
consultant, he traveled to
Providence, R.I, under an as-
sumed name and tried to re-
cruit a government employee
to investigate the private life
of Sen. Edward M. Kennedy
(D-Mass.).

Clifton DeMotte, the govern-
ment employee said yesterday
in a telephone interview that
he met Hunt, who used the
alias Edward Warren, in a
Providence motel for a two-
hour, tape-recorded interview
sometime in July, 1971.

Hunt has said in a sworn
statement that he began work-
ing at the White House for
special counsel to the Presi-
dent Charles W. Colson “on or

about July 6, 1971.” The White|

House said at the time of the
Watergate bugging last June
that Hunt worked on declassif-
ving the Pentagon Papers and
on narcotics intelligence.

DeMotte, who has been fa-
miliar with the Kennedy fami-
ly’s activities in Massachusetts
for more than a decade, dating
to a time when he worked in
Hyannis Port, said Hunt asked
him about various activities of
Kennedy, including the 1968
Chappaquiddick  automobile
accident.

“Hunt, using the name Ed
Warren, wanted to know if I'd
heard of any women-chasing

t Staff Writers
by the Kennedy boys ... if I'd

heard of any scandal-type ma-
terial,” DeMotte said yester-

day.

“I think this (the interview)
was a prelude to embark on a
major campaign against Ken-

nedy,” DeMotte said. “It was a :
recruiting ’
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campaign. He
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wanted me to do work on
Chappaquiddick .. : he offered
to pay only expenses >
DeMotte said he turned
Hunt down, and that he re-

peatedly asked Hunt who he|.

was working for and Hunt
would only say that he was
working for “a group” that he
refused to identify.

Federal sources said De-
gave essentially the
same account of Hunt’s visit
to the FBL

DeMotte said that he could
not remember the exact day
Hunt tried to recruit him but
recalled that it was during
July, 1971, but. after July 4,
1971.

At the time, Kennedy was
generally considered by the
White House to be the strong-
est possible contender against
President Nixon in the 1972
election. The Washington Post
reported last July that it had
been told by White House em-
ployees that Hunt was work-
ing there on Kennedy re-
search late in the summer of
1971, .

During the Watergate trial
last month, in' which Hunt
pleaded guilty to- all charges
against him, extensive évi-
dence was introduced to show
that Edward Warren was the

alias Hunt used during the
Watergate conspiracy.

DeMotte’s statement is the

first indication that Hunt was
using that name almost a year
before the June 17, 1972,
Watergate break-in.

tacted by the FBI last year
about several phone calls
Hunt had made to him. He
said he identified Hunt
through pictures.

DeMotte, 41, was public rel-
ations director of the Yachts-
man Motor Inn in Hyannis
Port, in 1960 ‘when the late
President Kennedy used the
hotel as a press and staff
headquarters for the presiden-
tial campaign.

DeMotte isnow a GS-12 fed-
eral employee for the General
Services Administration
whose job is to dispose of ex-
cess government property at a
Navy construction battalion
center in Davisville, R.1.

DeMotte said he had no
first-hand information to give
Hunt on the Kennedys, but
that he did provide
“information on hell-raising”
by staff members.

In addition, DeMotte said
that he had “strictly hearsay”
information on the Kennedys

themselves involving “real{

DeMotte said that he did|-
not realize that “Ed Warren”|;
was Hunt until he was con-|-




swinging parties” and “booze”
—that he gave to Hunt.
DeMotte said he tried to
“persuade Hunt that it was a
waste of time to come up, but
he insisted.” He described
Hunt as someone who ap-
peared to be “either dedicated
to the country, the ‘group’ or
himself—I couldn’t tell which.”

Last summer The Post re-
vorted that three sources said
Hunt showed a special interest
in Kennedy’s Chappaquiddick
iccident as far back as the
summer of 1971. Jane F.
Schleicher, a White House li-
brarian, said Hunt checked
out “a whole bunch of mate-
rial” on Kennedy and the 1969
accident in which Mary Jo Ko-
pechne, a passenger in Kenne-
dy’s car, was killed.

The White House has denied
that Hunt was doing Kennedy
research as part of his official
duties as a $100-a-day consult-
ant. A spokesman last . July
noted that he was the author
of some 40 books and . “could
have been doing research -on
his own.” Reliable White
House and federal - sources
have said that Hunt also inves-
tigated for the White House
leaks to the news media. q

Hunt’s other job in 1971-72
was as a writer at the Robert
R. Mullen & Co. public rela-
tion firm, 1700 Pennsylvania
Ave. NW. Robert F. Bennett,
president of the Mullen firm
and the person who suspended
Hunt from his job after his
name was linked to the June
17, 1972, Watergate break-in,
has said that Hunt was not do-
ing Kennedy research as part
of his public relations assign-
ments. .

Included in material Hunt
checked out of the White
House library was a book
called “Bridge at Chappaquid-
dick,” by Jack Olson.

In the telephone interview
yesterday, DeMotte said Hunt
had asked him to read the Ol-
son book, DeMotte said he
then read it, and Hunt called
him to see if the book jarred
his memory on any significant
details about Kennedy or
Chappaquiddick Island, where
the automobile accident oc-
cured. He said it did not.

DeMotte said that some
time after the 1969 Chappa-
quiddick accident, he went to
John Volpe, who was then See-
retary of Transportation, to
speak about the Kennedys.

At the time, DeMotte was
‘working in the congressional
relations office of the Depart-
ment of Transportation.

“I thought maybe I had

some information,” DeMotte
said. “We met for maybe a
half-hour and he pretty much
felt I was wasting his time.”
DeMotte said he and Hunt
talked from 5:15 to 7:30 p.m.
in the Providence motel room
rented by Hunt, and had sup-

[per and a drink. “Hunt was
idressed in sport clothes,” De-
Motte said, “a hell of a James
Bond operator.”
tor.”

After their meeting, De-
Motte said, “I spent a restless
night and tried to find him the

next morning for a cup of cof-|

fee, but he was gone.”

Federal sources have said
that an intelligence-gathering
operation that was being run
by Hunt and G. Gordon Liddy,
a former White House aide
and coconspirator in the
Watergate bugging case, in-
volved—among other things—
collecting data on the per-

sonal lives of Democratic!

presidential contenders.

In a sworn deposition taken
Aug. 29, 1972, in the Demo-
cratic Party’s $3.2 million eivil
suit arising out of the Water-
gate bugging, Hunt’s attorney
objected to the attempts by
the Democrats’ attorney to ask
Hunt about Kennedy.

According to the transcript,
Hunt’s attorney, "William O.
Bittman, . said it was
“outrageous” and an attempt
to “sensationalize this case”
by -interjecting XKennedy’s
name. :

" The following took place af-
ter Edward Bennett Williams,
the ° Democrats’  attorney,
asked: “While you were work-
ing with Mr. Colson, Mr. Hunt,
did you do research on Sen.
Edward Kennedy of
‘Massachusetts?”

| Mr. Bittman: “I object to
ithe question and instruct him
inot to answer it. Again, I do
inot see how that question can

Ibe in any way whatsoever rel-|

evant to this lawsuit. It strains

imy imagination to believe that
|that kind of question can be
‘relevant, and I assume that
the only reason it is being in-
terjected into this proceeding
is that at some point, hope-
fully, to sensationalize this
case beyond its present pos-
ture, Mr. Williams.”

Mr. Williams: “No, it is not,|

Mr. Bittman. This case does
not need to be sensationalized,
and I do not want you to im-
pugn my motives any more. I
have not done that with you. I
said what you were doing had
the effect of obstructing the

orderly processes 6f these de-

positions. I did not impugn

your motives.

“I do not enjoy your im-

pugning my motives, and I do!

not want you to do it again in
the course of these depositions

or ever after.”
Mr. Bittman: “Mr. Williams,

I will make whatever state.
ments I believe are appropri-

ate on this record, and I will
not let you intimidate me.

“I. believe the interjecting
of Sen. Kennedy into this pro-
ceding is outrageous. It cannot
be possibly relevant in any

way whatsoever, and on behalf

of my client I will make what-
ever objection I think is ap-
propriate, and I am sorry that
you take offense to it.”
Mr. Williams: “You decline
to answer the question, is that
correct, Mr. Hunt?”
Mr. Hunt: “I decline to an-
swer the question on the ad-
vice of counsel.” '
The relationship between
Hunt and Col$on has been the
subject of a number of appar-
ently contradictory  state-
ments. Both men confirm that
they have been good friends
for several years.
Last -June 19, when Hunt
was first linked to the bug-
ging; the White House person-

nel office identified Huntas a
consultant to Colson, who has
been one of Mr. Nixon’s most
powerful advisers and who is
leaving the White House next
month for private law prac-’
tice.

. Within hours after the per-
sonnel office’s statement, offi-
cial White House spokesmen
said that Hunt had been hired
on Colson’s recommendation
but that he did not work for
Colson. Hunt’s work, the
spokesmen said, dealt with the
Pentagon Papers and narcot-
ics intelligence.

Ina sworn deposition taken
last summer and made public
this week, Colson said it was
his idea to bring Hunt to the
White House and that Hunt
worked for him for several
weeks.

Hunt said in his own depo-|
sition that he worked for Col-
sonthe entire nine months- of
his White House stay.




