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Nwm&u\ Ford: Coping With New Visibility.
Not Quite the ‘Plain Country Girl

Betty Ford in the living room

of the Alexandria home the

Fords have lived in for nearly
20 years.

By Maxine Cheshire

Vice President Gerald Ford’s
wife, preparing to move into an
official residence that is virtually
unfurnished, has been invited to
“take anything she wants” from
the storerooms full of foreign
gifts that have piled up under the
custody of Protocol Chief Henry
Catto Jr.

Catto extended the invitation
after being informed that the new-
nated vice presidential.
the Naval Observatory

. Grounds “was as empty as ‘Tara’

and Mrs, Ford was beginning to
feel like an impoverished Scarlett

By Donnle mg&a&\@

Betty Bloomer Ford is demon-
strating how a dancer’s stance can
help stave off the fatigue of stand-
ing for hours in receiving lines.

In her youth, she wanted to be
a concert dancer and studied un-
der such greats as Martha Gra-
ham, Doris Humphrey and Charles
Weidman:- - -

+She is standing in her memento-

cluttered Alexandria living room,
her still-lithe figure clad in pow-
der blue slacks and a sheer, semi-
see-through blouse. Slacks are an
at-home favorite she comes by
naturally, she thinks, since it was
another Bloomer—Amelia, in all
probability an ancestor—who in-
vented the divided skirt,

Betty Ford is unaffected but she
is not quite the “plain country
girl” she claims to be. She is
plain-spoken, though, and on oc-
casion, strikingly candid.

Is she aware that there are peo-
ple in this town who are saying
she is, well . . .?

“Cracking up?” she suggests,
<oE=.BEG completing the ques-
tion.

“Oh, yes, I'm aware,” she con-
tinues, unflustered. “If anyone
were to follow me for a week, they
would realize that I'm as emo-
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O’Hara” as she prepared to take
up residence there.

Inspecting the property for the
fivst time last Tuesday, Betty Ford
discovered that many rooms are
completely bare of furniture and
there are no pots, pans, silver,
china or glassware.

When she asked for a drink of
water, an embarrassed Navy stew-
ard had to tell her that there were
no ‘glasses and no ww@mn cups, ei-
ther.

Catto’s offer, maao&Em to Mrs.
Ford’s press secretary, Nancy
Howe, “is like being given the

tionally well-balanced as any per-
son they could compare me with
... I know it’s a very serious sit-
uation, but if I worried about it
I wouldn’t have time for anything
else.”

Betty Ford’s schedule is booked
solid through July—‘“no openings

- whatsoever”—with interviews and

public appearances. The results
may not be immediately apparent.

A Vogue magazine piece is in
the works, and in its September
issue The Ladies Home Journal
will come out with a spread on the
55-year-old Chicago-born wife of
Vice President Gerald R. Ford.

“I think September is a better
issue than August, when people
are on vacation and don’t read as
much,” she said, displaying an
awareness of timing that may or
may not prove providential.

She said there is no connection
at all between her new visibility
and the fact that with the im-
peachment inquiry nearing a cli-
max, people are increasingly curi-
ous to know who Betty Ford is.

Back in the beginning after
Ford was hand-picked by Mr.
Nixon as’ the first Vice President
in history to take office under the

See FORD, M9, Col. 1,

Has Nothing

Neiman-Marcus Christmas catalog
and told to order one of every-
thing.”

Catto’s storerooms at the State
Department, since U.S. officials
and their wives started complying
with the Foreign Gifts and Deco-
rations Act of 1966, have begun to
look a bit like Ali Baba’s cave.

Mrs. Ford will be able to choose
silver tea sets, urns, bhoxes, howls,
serving dishes, trays, ice buckets
and even a sterling breadbasket.

There are Oriental and Persian
carpets of impressive quality, deli-
cate table linens and valuable ob-
jets d’art of crystal and jade and
rare porcelain. There are tapes-

See VIP, M10, Col. 7

Gerald Ford:

Photos by Frank Johnston-~The Washington Post

“I NEQ from day to day. I really do.”
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LANE BRYANT

FALL PATTERNED KNITS

Kicky good looks that are patterened
small ... toned for fall. All in washa-
ble textured doubleknits. Have
yours, mainly brown, green, navy,
camel or white. Herringbone
checked. Small checked. Menswear
plaided.

tall sizes 10 10 24
THIRD FLOOR AND BRANCHES

Mail and Phone » 347.1 5005 932 F St., N.W. ® Landover * Springfield ® Tysons Corner

Shop Downtown Monday ‘Til 7,

]

Branches ‘Til 9:30 e Park free from.

&'1il 7 at our 10th St. entrance with purchase of $5 or more.

Save on Bras
for the ?E.m

Developing Figure

a. growing

girl bra

Regular $1.79 each
Soft  stretch nylon
elastic cups, nylon
and spandex sides.

Adjustable straps. In
AAA cup that expands
as she grows.

ey i

b. junior
lace bra

Regular $4.00 each
Priced Singly, 3.22

Nylon lace bra with

low cat for decollete -

necklines. Wonder-Fil
spun  polyester in
cups. A, B cups for
her figure.

c. Perma Prest ®
contour cup bra

20.%3 2.% 3

for %@

Regular $2.49 each
Priced Singly, 2.22 each

Contour cup gives gen-
tle shaping with nylon
tricot, filled with po-
lyester. AAA, AA
cups. Machine wash,
tumble dry.

CHARGEIT on Sears Revolving Charge

Reduced Prices In Effect

Thro

Wocks Bl A I

Area Stores Except Lace Plunge, Not at Alabama, Bladensburg,

SHOP AT SEARS

This S; !

at All Sears
Security,

Annapolis

Satisfaction Guaranteed

For the House
With Zo.:i:m

tries and screens and paintings to cover the bare wal
handsomely.

Catto, Congress’ designated watchdog over all foreig
gifts to U.S. officials and their families, is charg
with recording and disposition of such gifts, Thus, 1
has the authority to transfer any items Mrs. Fo;
selects to the vice presidential residence for offici
use there.

The original recipients, who include former Vi
President Spiro T. Agnew and former Secretary
State William P. Rogers, were required by the. 19¢
statute to turn the gifts in as public property.

Catto had already asked the General Services Admi:
istration to dispose of many of the _gifts as “exces
personal property.” That meant they must be turne
over to a museum or some other public repository ¢
sold at auction .

Catto is elated at what he considers “the perfe(
solution.” Foreign governments will be pleased to hav
the items displayed in the Vice President’s home, h
said.

“It's going to make everybody happy,” he say.
“Especially Congress.” !

Catto’s decision will certainly go a long way towar
solving a ticklish problem for the Fords.

Members of the House and Senate who pushe
through legislation for the new vice presidentia] res
dent in May apparently were unrealistic in their est
mates of the cost of making the house (circa 189:
a suitable residence for the Vice President.

Testimony during hearings on the bill which wa
signed into law by President Nixon on July 11 prc
jected that the “cost of the improvements to the hous
can be held to as little as $15,000.” The Secret Sert
ice was expected to get by with spending as little a
$33,000 for temporary security arrangements.

Sen. Wilham Proxmire, (D-Wis.), scoffed at thos
figures at the time. He quoted from a General Service
Administration report which estimated that W
cost $276,000 to upgrade the house to vice presidentia
standards and $359,000 to provide the protective im
provements required by the Secret Service.”

The $276,000 figure was for structural renovatior
such as a new .roof and an electronic-era electrics
system. It did not include furnishings and househol
equipment.

Apparently, Congress was unaware that the Chief
Naval Operations who occupied the mansion previously
either used their own furnishings or government issue

The Fords, who now live in suburban Alexandris
are accustomed to a modest family-oriented lifestyle
They are not prepared to equip an official residenc:
for entertaining.

Betty Ford, when she toured the Naval Observator:
house last week, expresed dismay at what needed to b
done. Her husband is already on record with Congres
as promising that the Fords, who didn't ask for th:
residence in the first place, intend to he “very frugal
in_what thev spend on_it SR e e
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