Harold Weisberg
Route 8, Frederick, Md. 21701
1/15/73

Dear Congressman Conyers,

My apolegies for not having kept up with your committees. I write after tonight's
IV pews because of your compents on ihs fitness &f Congrosssen Ford. He and Jeworskd
are both in my files becsuse of earlier work and a book well begun but laid aside for
othsy work, including what you say recall, Frame-Up,

The medis have had what I presume most would regard as s surprising disintersst,
From my szpericaces I am not swrprisci.

The last paper decided that yow legislators would not be particularly interested
in what I shall tell you of Ford. It is the most honmest confession 1 have ever heard
of other than jowmalistiec judgesments influencing news decisions., Their real reason
is they want Ford confirmed becsnse they think it will improve the chances of lupesciment.

During his 10 (rether inactive and ineffective) months on the Warren Commission
Ford had his former omepsign manager, Jobn R, Stiles, on his Congressionsl payroll,
described as & special assifimt on the Comsission ‘on which be not only @id no werk
but had not to do) tut actually as a ghost wrditer. I know he wrote Ford's book,
Portralt, and I inagine he drafted Ford's private “Warren Report” for life magasmine.

In the book Ford used what was classified as "Top Secret." He wwore falsely about
this on Yovember 5. The proof that it was felse swearing is now = matéer of court
record. I filed a 5 U.8.0.552 actiona againgt the Hational Archives on it in federal
district cowrt in Washington over their continaing denial of the same information to me,
I specify enough in the complaint, to which pro that it is stil)l withheld ie appended
in the form of correspondence with Archives and ¢SA. The complaint wes filed day before
mm.x%mtwwmmammwmmmxmmw
draft of the complaint. 4 young lawyer friend filed the case for me.
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an exclusive copyright~ on the publio’s infmewmstion, pertioulerly the classifiod.

From Ford's account, the amount he got almost equals the Checkers loot. If he
split 50-50 with Stilos, them it wes almest twles what Fixon took way back when he
could hide behind a dog and a cloth cost.

I do not have it, but Newswesk dated about 11/22/64 hod a story indicating sose
kind of flurry within the Com:dssion over Pord's literary endeavors. The Library of
Congress should be sble to supply it if it intercsts yow Other pwoofs I 40 have compel
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What be need was never to be sesn by anyons, mot cven the Comission’s steff, and ihat
Stiles was not on. By the time he got his book out, there was no Commission left.

Javorsid. hed CI4 cenneotions, launderisg monay, no less. I got sowe of this out,
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veporter. “e aid independent chodiing that confimmed what * gave him, his stations #4d
alr i%, and it got scant attention in the east. Wonder how Jawowski will decide whother
to Ifvvetigate CIA criminslity in the Hstorzate rettors and then whether 3o take it before
the goand jury without couplications from his own past. Ho has refused to resign from
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as a whitewssher that can't be equalled. He was special counsel to the Texas Court of
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Tuesday the 20th, Best regards,
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