Senate Rules Panel
Jurisdiction Blocked
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A group of Democratic
senators blocked a move
vesterday to send the vice
presidential nomination to
the Senate Rules Committee
unless the committee is en-
larged to include a top-notch
investigative senator to as-
sure the most careful dig-
Zing into the nominee’s re-
cord.

In a debate that Ilasted
over three hours, Sens. Law-
ton Chiles (D-Fla.), Alan
Cranston (D-Calif.), Edward
M. Kennedy (D-Mass.), Joe
Biden (D-Del.) and a handful
of others preventad a vote
that would have let the
nine-member Rules Commit-
tee automatically handle the
nomination and hold hear-
ings on it.

“We're talking about how
we're going to elect the next
President of the United
States — this isn’t the Sec-
retary of State, this isn’t the

director of the Office of
Management and Budget,”
said Chiles, demanding that
the nine-member Rules
Committee be enlarged to
give it broader repesenta-
tion during the hearings on
the nominee.

Chiles and others stressed
they haven’t any complaint
with Rules Chairman How-
ard Cannon (D-Nev.) but
want a bloader spectrum,
inclinding 'a proven 1nvest1-
gative senator.

“There has never been a
single instance in the his-
tory of this country when
the Rules Committee consid-
ered a nomination,” said
Kennedy, who preferred the
creation of a broad select
committee drawn from all
corners of the Senate. He
said the Senate needs “the
fuliest opportunity for the
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" fullest examination” of the

nominee.

Earlier yesterday, the cau-
"cus of all 43 Republican sen-

“ators voted unanimously to

let the Rules Committee

“ handle the nomination, rea-

soning that Senate rules
give the Rules Committee

. jurisdiction over matters of
+presidential succession.

<In the Democratic caucus,

,however, Chiles, Kennedy,
. Birch Bayh (D-Ind), Cran-
', ston and others pressed for
‘;a larger forum.

However, Democratic

"Whip Robert C. Byrd (D-W.

Va.), Cannon and others said

“the regular rules should be
" followed and the nomination
- given to the Rules Commit-

tee.

Sen. Ernest F. Hollings
(D-S.C.) and Cranston even-
tually offered a compromise

. proposal, which the caucus

approved 24 to 20, enlarging
the Rules Committee by
three,_ . Demograts (one, of
whom -wa§ 6. .be Majority

s Mansﬂeld as’ well as Can—
nen’ and Byrd voted agamst
this proposal However
Mansfield took it to the
floor late yesterday as
spokesman for the 57-mem-
ber Democratic caucus and
asked for a vote.

Republicans made clear
they would vote against the
Democratic enlargement re-
solution, and it became obvi-
ous that their votes, ‘coupled
with those of Democrats
who had voted in caucus in
favor of giving the nomina-
tion to the Rules Committee
without enlargement, would
be enough to kill the Holl-
ings-Cranston proposal.

In that case, the nomina-

tion.would ‘automatically be.
referréd:to the Rules Com- -

mittee for action without

any enlargement of the com- -

mittee. -

Chiles, Cranston and the
others, hoping to round up
more votes overnight for the
Cranston-Hollings enlarge-
ment plan, refused to grant
the unanimous consent
needed for a’vote last night.
“We didn’t have the votes to

defeat the GOP tabling mot-.

ion” that would kill the
Holling$-Cranston proposal,
Chiles: explalned later. “We
want . ,Wlder representatlon
than the ‘nine on the com-

mittee.”
Mansfield, ‘meanwhile, to- :

gether with- GOP  Leader
Hugh Scott (R-Pa) and
many others, pleaded with
the Senate to vote on the is-
sue last night, before the

President sent up the name
of -the  nominee, lest the:

squabble over procedure

tion.of a Vice

n@"haSva proven

stlgatlve work
ary ;Co

look like a political battle
pver the man named.

Mansfield also told the
Senate that he saw no rea-
son why committee examins-
tion of the nominee couldn’t
be completed “by the end of
this month.”

Cannon said that, assum-
ing the committee proce-
dure is worked out in-to-
day’s Senate session, he will
call the Rules Committee to-
gether before noon to start
laying the groundwork for
hearings on the nomination.
Mansfield also reported that
House leaders had turned
down the "idea of joint
House-Senate hearings.

In the House, it has al-
ready -been: -emded -that the

Judiciary Committee, a big

commlttee w1th broadly rep-
resentatwe membershlp, will
handle the nomination.
Cannon told reporters
that he will let senators who

aren’t on his committee sit
in and ask questions, that he
will ask the FBI immedi-
ately for a full investigation

~of the candidate, and that

the committee. would decide
whether to allow live TV
coverage. However, he
seemed negative about the

- TV idea, saying, “We do not

want to make the hearings
into an extrdvaganza.”

- Aside- from Chairman
Claiborne Pell (D-R.I),
Byrd, James B. Allen (D-
Ala.), Harrison A. Williams
(R-Ky.), Scott, GOP Whip
(D-N.J.), Marlow W. Cook
(R.-Ky.), . Scott, GOP Whip
Robert: P. Griffin (R.-Mich.)
and Mark Hatfield (R.-Ore.).



