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Vice President Gerald R.
Ford yesterday criticized by
implication the editing of
the White House transcripts
on Watergate, suggesting it
contributed to “a crisis of
confidence” in the federal
government.

In a speech at Eastern Illi-
nois University in Charles-
ton, I1l., Ford said:

“While it may be easy to
delete characterization from
the printed page, we cannot
delete characterization from
people’s minds with a wave
of the hand. That is why I
am speaking frankly on the
subject, perhaps more so
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‘But when asked if | 'that
was not a good reason for
releasing the tapes, Ford
noted that the House Judici-
ary Committee and the staff
of Watergate Special Prose-
cutor Leon Jaworski have
not  “concluded considera-
tion of the evidence” they
have. He said he favored re-
lease of more if necessary
after they “digest the volu-
minous data they already
h,aVe I

“Noting the low standmg
both of President Nixon and.

Congress in the public-opin-
-ign polls, Ford said in his
speech, “It seems clear that
the main cause has been’' a

holder must do is pay atten-
tion to the voter. If he fails
to listen, he won’t be an of-
ficeholder for very long.”

cial and constitutional proc-
esses already in. operation
will settle the guilt or inne-
cence of those involved in
the. charges of corruption,
dishonesty or violations of
law.” And he  contended,
“There ‘will be some pluses

from the very operation of ,

this cleansing process—a
recognition that the law ap-
Dplies to'holders of high of-
fice as well as to the citizen
who elects the officeholder.”
. The: Vice President also
indirectly. praised the Presi-
dent for releasing the edited

than some of my colleagues
might wish. But I think the
matter is so vital that it
must be discussed in public
—by public officials. And it
must be discussed thor-
oughly.”

The remark appeared to
be a clear reference to the
phrase
omitted” used in the tran-
scripts to note the deletion
of material in which the
speaker made personal ref-
erences to individuals.

At a press conference at
the University of Chicago
later, however, Ford said he
“was not obliquely referring
to the transcripts” in his re-
mark.

- continuous series of revela-
tions and reports of corrup- ..
malfeasance ’  and.

tion,
wrongdoing in the fedéral

government, not the least of
which is the sorry mess
which carries the label of
Watergate. j

“We have seen charge and
counter-charge, indictments,
confessions, conyictions and
reswnatmns involving .some
of the hlghest offices. These
have been hammer blows to
the confidence the Ameri-
can people have placed in
their government.

“Much fremains untested, p

* and unproved. But what has
- taken place up to now has

created. a diminished confi-
dence in our public officials; -

transcripts despite the em-
barrassment ‘to Mr. Nixon
resulting from their publica-

: - tion.
Ford said the “legal, judi- -

“Where .else in this
world,” “he asked, “would
the chief executive of a na-
tion decide ,to make public
the most intimate personal
-conversations with his staff.
And do so at the urging of
the opposition?”

Ford called their disclo-
sure “esserntial in the search
for truth, and said the docu-
ments, “pamful as they may

*be, w111 help establish the.

truth.” In saying that, the
Vice President ‘was bemg
more conservative than the
“White House, which has said
‘the transcripts “tell "the

“characterization -

. “Nixon is’ the
“wanted Criminal”’ and “Ja11

quely by Ford

When Ford arrived at
O’Hare Airport in Chicago
after the speech and before
the press conference, a port-
able phone was rushed
aboard his plane for what
an aide described as a very
important call. His press
secretary, Paul Miltich, de-
nied the call had come from
the White House.

Ford, referring to criti-
cism of the transcripts, said
it is “unfair to look at just a
cold word on a page and ex-
trapolate a meaning from it.
You should really be in the
room. . . You cannot con-
demn or condone cold words
on paper.”
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basic distrust of thexr mo-
tives.” e :

. The. VlCe Presudent’s ap-
pearance “was marked by

picketing outside the univer-
sity’s ‘basketball arena 'bhy
more than 50 students
chanting “Imp‘e&ich Nixon”
and carrylng signs’ that said
Jost* Un-

to the Chief.”. :

- Some of the chanters got
into the arena, where they
were cheered Ey many in
the crowd of 6,000. The audi-
.ence cheered Ford, however,
when he ‘said voters “must
insist that candidates for of-
fice and officeholders speak
the truth,” ~and that “one
thmg every. elected offlce-

whole story” of Watergate.
In his press conference,
Ford was asked about recent
calls for Mr. Nixon’s resig-
nation of impeachment from
such Republican loyalists as
Reps. John B. Anderson of

Illinois and the Chicago,

Tribune. He replied, ‘“Let
others speak for thémselves.
I just speak for myself. I do
not believe the President

has lost any of his clout” as -

leader of the country.

The campus speech was
one of four on Ford’s sched-
ule yesterday, kicking -off
three -weeks of political
barnstorming that takes him
to Buffalo today, Texas Sat-
urday Louisana and Florida
Monday and -Honolulu next
weekend. Aides

schedule ‘was planned  six
weeks ago and is unrelated
to the release of the White
House transcripts.

As Mr. Nixon’s impeach-
ment hearing got under. way
yesterday, Ford was asked
again at his press confer-
ence about his interest in
and readiness to become
President. He reiterated

that he did-not expect it to -
happen, but added:

“I will . always be ready
for any contigency . .. All
through my ecareer I’ve done
what I had to'do- and every-
thing I had to do turned out
to be tralmng for the future.
Whatever ‘happens. I'm pre- -
pared to do, Just as I did all
the others. w5

said the



