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U.S. District Chief Judge
George L. Hart Jr. yester-
day afternmoon ordered. cor-
respondence between Presi-
dent Nixon and former Com-
merce Secretary Maurice
Stans turned over to the
Watergate grand jury inves-
tigating charges that large
contributors to President
Nixon’s 1972 re-election cam-
paign sought, or were prom-
ised, federal jobs, in return
for their donations.

Judge Hart used yester-
day morning’s Supreme
Court decision in the presi-
dential tapes case as a basis
for rejecting President Nix-
on’s personally * invoked
elaim of executive privilege
on the documents, which
were sought by Watergate

special prosecutor Leon Ja-
worski.

The grand jury has re-
ceived “circumstantial and
direct evidence” to that ef-
fect in its investigations of
possible . violations of brib-
ery, conspiracy and cam-
paign contribution laws in
connection with the 1972
presidential re-election cam-
paign, Jaworski has said.

The President, however,
had invoked the executive
privilege claim on any corre-
spondence between himself
and Stans concerning job
appointments, saying the
documents should remain
secret to protect the disclo-
sure of candid reports on
jobs recommendations to a
President from his advisers.

Judge Hart said in his
three-page opinion yester-
day afternoon, however, that

the documents must® be
turned over to the grand
jury because they “may be
relevant” to the inquiry.

“An examination of the
papers indicates that some
of the papers relate to possi-
ble ambassadorial appoint-
ments, but this court does’
not deem them to relate to
‘diplomatic or sensitive na-
tional security secrets’ as
those terms are defined and
used” in the Supreme Court
decision, Judge Hart said.

Judge Hart again adopted
the language of the Supreme
Court decision in adding:

“The court concludes that
any privilege attaching to the
papers in question and sought
for use before the grand jury
cannot prevail over the funda-
mental demands in the fair ad-
ministration of criminal jus-
tice.”

ge Claim Rejected

The approximately 10 to 15
documents, which are said to
range in length from one page
to several pages, will be re-
leased only to the prosecutor
under court seal for use by
the grand jury and will not be
made public, for now. Judge

Hart stayed the effect of his
order until July 31 to give law-
yers an opportunity to appeal
his decision.

*Hart had previously turned
over to the grand jury three
briefcases of Stans’ files that
Stans had said were his per-
sonal papers and sought to
keep from the grand jury for
that reason. Hart rejected that
argument, saying the files re-
lated to the fund-raising con-
ducted by Stans for the re-
election campaign while he
was Commerce Secretary and
after he left that office.
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