Sirica Delays
Court Aection

4 Tapes
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U.S. District Court Judge
John J. Sirica yesterday
postponed court action on a
subpoena for 64 of President
Nixon’s Watergate tapes fol-
lowing hints that the White
House is considering

“possible compliance.”

White House special coun-
sel James D. St. Clair said
he had asked for a five-day
delay to see if he and Water-
gate  Special Prosecutor
Leun Jaworski “can come to
some accommodation.”

Mr. Nixon had personally
invoked executive privilege
for the recordings last week
and asked that Jaworski’s
subpoena for them be

quashed.

The President’s lawyers at
the same time argued that
Jaworski had shown no jus-
tification for demanding the
recordmgs

The special prosecutor,
who said they were needed
for the Watergate . cover-up
trial this September of
seven of Mr. Nixon’s former
aides and campaign advis-
ers, was scheduled to submit
his formal reply to Judge
Sirica at 2 p.m. yesterday.

Instead, Sirica granted a
five-day postponement after
a closed meeting yesterday
afternoon with ‘St. Clair, Ja-
worski, and lawyers for the
seven defendants who are
aiso demanding many of Mr.
Nixon’s tapes for their own
use at the trial.

“The continuance “was
granted for the purpose of
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Watergate Special Prosecutor Jaworskl talks with newsmen after leavmg court,

facilitating discussions lead-
ing to possible compliance
with the subpoena ” Judge
Sirica said in a short an-
nouncement afier the ses-
sion.

There was no mdlcatlon
that either Watergate prose-
cutors or defense attorneys
would settle  for anything
less than the recordings
themselves. White House-
edited transcripts of 20 of

the 64 conversations were
made public last week-in re-
sponse to a House Judiciary
Committee subpoena, but
lawyers say the transcrlpts
would not be admissible in
court in place of the tapes
because of the so-cailed
“best evidence” rule. )
The House Judiciary Com-
mittee has also notified the
White House following a 20-

t0-18 vote that the transeri ipts

/

did not satisfy its subpoena,
St. Clair told reporters he ex-
pected to meet today with
John Doar, the chief counse]
for the committee’s impeach-
ment inquiry, concerning that
dispute.

The 64 tapes Jaworski has
subpoenaed include post.
Watergate conversationg
and phone calls, most of
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