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The White House invoked

‘| executive privilege to block an
.|inspection of tax-paid flights

by administration officials
during last fall’s presidential
campaign, a House subcommit-
tee learned yesterday.
Counsel to the President
John W. Dean III held last

‘|Nov. 20 that the passenger

lists and flight logs in ques-
tion were “personal to the

-|President and thus not the
-|proper subject of congres-

sional inquiry.”

Officials of the General Ac-
counting Office, Congress’s
watchdog agency, said it was
the first time that the privi-
lege dectrine had been used,

-lat least “in the recent past,”
‘{to deny information to GAO

investigators.

They cited the episode at
the opening of hearings on ex-
ecutive privilege by the House
Subcommittee on Government
Information.

Urging legislation to limit
the practice, GAO general

.| counsel Paul G. Dembling said

his agency had tried to review

|the flights made last Septem-

ber by aircraft assigned to the
89th Military Airlift Wing at

I Andrews Air Force Base, in-

cluding the President’s plane.
In a letter to President Nix-

on’s chief of staff, H. R. Halde-

man, last Oct. 31, Comptroeller

.| General Elmer B. Yates, the

head of GAO, said his agency
had been asked “by a member
of the Congress” to review
September trips by the Presi-
dent and his family, the Vice
President, White House staff
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wanted to determine “the ex- the President” and could not
tent” to which the Govern-|be reviewed. _
ment had been reimbursed for: “All political flights made
|those flights by the Commit.!during September,” Dean
|tee for the Re-Election of the added, “were billed to thel
"President. ,Committee to Re-Elect thel
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Ifile at the White House went
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ances by either past or pres-|
ent members. of his personal,
White House staff.

The chairman of the House

ucation and Welfare. All main-|
tained that the Justice Depart-
ment would be the “most ap-
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Replying for Haldeman oni Government Information Sub-'spoﬁesman” on t}?eligs;t ation,

‘Dean wrote that “information | head (D-Pa), and its ranking

Republican, Rep. John N. Er.

I}enboru (I1L), had yrged the
|

President to permit Dean to
testify at their hearings any-
way, withithe understanding
that he would be asked no
questions on  the gengitive
Watergate case. |

Dean’s office sent word tof
the  subcommittee yesterday -
atternoon that he would not |
appear.  The  subcommittee. '
which is focusing on an Er‘len-’ i
born bill to limit the yse of ex. |
ecutive privilege, was also un-
suceessful in its efforts to el
cit testimony from the Office ;
of Management ang Budget,}
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