Nixon Orders

tafftoTestity
On Watergate

Aides Directed
To Appear at
Grand Jury

By Lou Cannon .
Washington Post Staff Writer

President Nixon has di-
rected White House staff
members to testify before
a federal grand jury inves-
tigating the Watergate bug-
ging conspiracy and has
paved the way for White
House aides to appear be-
fore a Senate committee
also probing the case. !

White House press secretary
Ronald L. Ziegler made the
announcement yesterday in
what he said was an effort to
“dispel the myth . . . that we

seek to cover up.” |

Ziegler called the announce-:
ment a restatement of the
White House intention to co-'
operate with Watergate inves-
tigators. However, he has in
the past declined to respond
to questions about whether
White House counsel John W.
Dean III would testify before
the grand jury.

Ziegler has said previously
that White House staff mem-
bers could show their coopera-
tion with the Senate commit-;
tee by giving written respon- |
ses to committee questions. He
said yesterday that it might
now be possible for the admin-
istration and the committee to
work out a procedure where
responses could be made
“other than in writing.”

The White House appeared !
to be replying to various:
charges by Republican sena-
tors that the administration
was obstructing the Watergate
investigation. Without naming
any senators, Ziegler said his
statement was made to clear

up ‘“misapprehensions” aboutli
White House policy. i
“The President wants it!

made clear it has not been and!
is not and will not be the ob-
jective of the White House to
cover up or withhold any in-
formation on the Watergate
matter,” Ziegler said.

On Thursday, Sen. Lowell
Weicker (R-Conn.), said that
the entire operation came un-
der the direction of “somebody
still in the White House.”

“No one in the White House
had any involvement or prior
knowledge of the event,” Zie-
gler said yesterday.

Ziegler also criticized what
he said were ‘“unsubstantiatde
charges leaked from the Sen-
ate select committee headed
by Sen. Sam Ervin (D-NC..).
Senate sources have said that
James W. McCord Jr., one of
the seven convicted Water-
gate conspirators, told the
committee that both former
Attorney General John N.
Mitchell and former White
House special counsel Charles
W. Colson had prior knowl-
edge of the Watergate bur-
glary.

This has been denied by
Mitchell and by Colson.

“It is evident that personal |
rights have been abused in a
very serious way by proce-
dures that are less than or-
derly and judicial,” Ziegler
said.

The White House press sec-
retary did not spell out what
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