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. papers were handed - over,
i principle

{ the Mill Valley
. and choked by an endle

i was the perfect non-event, But

By DAVE Rl( H\IOVD

The story of the Elisherg
papers -— the real import of
the whole damn thing -- is, in a
certain way, right here in
Jimmy Quinn's bar.

It is 3:30 on Saturday after-
noon. An hour earlier the
i in
if not in fact, to a
representative of a Congres-
sional subcommittee.

The exchange took place in

cluttered with TV qu pmen
bl
stream of cigarette

it was visual, just made for

TV news * 1

It's been drizzling on and off
all day. The water has seemed
to leak from a crack in the sky
rather than burst forth in a
heavenly torrent. Despite. the
intermittent inclemency, an un-
daunted Santa comtinues tohok
forth on his throne in front
the C'.haﬁxbser of . Oanéxixme

other Saturday-
There is a propriety here ﬂw\‘»
at first glance is-met easy to
understand. But that’s where
the story {i8sses : ¢
They are almost all harek
lined up one by one and Tun~
ning over half ﬁae!engm of’
Quinn’s bar = the 5
in the Ellsberg pa’
drama, ENlsberg

about the only absentee Bgt

his wife Patricia is here.

The thing is th h se

people are - tilking and smiling]
and telling ‘Hitle stories andi !

complimenting each other and
carrying on in a decidedly
social fashion. As though
was the goddamn |
season or something.
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Two weeks ago, when the}

Ellsberg burglary first broke,
when people appeared . ready.
% backstab each other to-get
the papers, when the Defense
Department sent a man fo Mﬂl:
Valley to.run a hesd-line.game,

| you couiﬁ ve asied and re-

i while FBI types toss Eﬂs’hergs.
i papers in the back seat: “wf

ceived 101 odds =zzainst the
possibility that the first
struggle over the papers, even
in this post-watergate era,

would wind up in Qumn’s bar. |

i

respond to Walsh’s instructions,
It was Walsh, he says, who
mapped out the city's position
jof holding on to the papers
| urtil Ellsberg said it was 0kay
‘ ! to release them.

berry,
did will have national
cance ‘‘as soon as it s

‘ rather: substa.ntial rounds.’
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How the paper struggle ended

Dreyfus, who lives in Straw-|?
Walsh

says that what

Indeed, Dreyfus may be right.
. years ago, mm Nixon going

investigators ~and US
s? Even fnday fhere iz

fold who buvs most of the)
The two hours ‘in Quinn's bar |

| take on the nature of a cejebra- :

{tion True, there i the mﬂmgi-

i | of relief that the first chapter|

would have stood up! o

| of this story is over. But what

are they really celebrating?
Somebody asks Silvestri about
the c;gmfwance of Mill Valley

maybe something has.
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