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Ellsherg Trial
Moves Info
legal Snag

BadtélSam J’////?g

Los Angeles (#—The Penta-
gon papers trial moves into
new legal entanglements today
following disclosures that Dan-
iel Ellsherg was overheard by
federal wiretappers whose re-
cords have vanished.

The FBL revealed the gov-
ernment researcher was heard
on a wiretap up to two years

.|before he released the Penta-

gon papers to the news media.

Judge Matt Byrne, of United
States District Court, demand-
ing that the government an-
swer to him today about the
disappearance of 1969 and 1970
wiretap logs, also has told at-
torneys for both sides to be

_|prepared for legal arguments
sjon the wiretap issue.

Secret Wiretaps

The team of defense attor-
neys urged questioning of
former attorney General John
N. Mitchell and perhaps Presi-

-ident Nixon about the secret

wiretaps at the home of Ells-
berg’s friend Morton Halperin,
a one-time White House Offi-

.|cial. , j
With legal grounds appar-
.lently mounting for possible

dismissal of the case against
Ellsberg and Anthony * J.
Russo, Byrne has the choice of
deciding- for or against dis-
missal after today’s arguments

dence from the government.
2-Week Probe

Ellsberg and Russo are ac-
cused of espionage, conspiracy
and theft for copying the Pen-
tagon papers, a top secret
study of U.S. involvement in
Vietnam, in 1969.

Byrne’s two-week probe of
possible government violations
in connection with the trial
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snread to two fronts as a re-
sult of Thursday’s wiretap dis-
closures.

He was probing not only

dential counsel Charles W. Col-
son. The government prosecu-
tor opposed making the Colson
document public, ealling it ir-

Watergate and White House|relevant to the trial.

links to a burglary of the of-
tice of Ellsberg’s psychiatrist,
but also sought to ‘bring out
missing -records of the appar-
ently suppressed wiretap evi-
dence.

While the wiretap dispute de-
flected attention from the cen-
tral Watergate-White House in-
volvements, the judge keot an
eye on that probe. He released
to the defense team a docu-

To Remain Silent ,
The paper, an FBI report on
a Colson interview, said Colson
was told that the burglary had
occurred. It said Colson was
later instructed by former
White House counsel John W. .
Dean 3d and former presiden-
tial adviser John D.” Ehrlich-
man to remain silent about the
burglary when questioned by
the FBI and the Watergate:

ment involving former presi- prosecutor.

Testimony and affidavits
submitted to Byrne since he
launched his probe April 2
have said the Watergate con-
spirators G. Gordon Liddy and’
E. Howard Hunt engineered a
break-in at the Beverly Hills
office of Ellsberg’s psychiatrist
in Sentember, 1971. Hunt told
the Watergate grand jury they -
aimed to get Ellsberg’s psychi-
atric records.

The eavesdropping was dis-
closed in a memorandum by
the new acting FBI director,
William D. Ruckelshaus, who
said that newspaper reports on
the trigl had spurred him to
launch'a special investigation
of possible wiretapping in the
case. ;



