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John © D.  Ehrlichman
ended five grueling days.of
testimony before the Senate
select Watergate committee.
vesterday with a stern reaf-
firmation of his belief his
own:-actions: and those-of :his

President have :been hbeyond

reproach. ,
The austere former presi-
dential -assistant for domes-
tic = affairs apologized for
nothing under sharp and in-
creasingly testy questioning
and portrayed himself to-the
last as'a man-who fought ey-
_ery effort to cover ‘up ‘the

Srowin, g TWator rr-;{-o anandal
o Dukiivicii,

Ag he flmshed ‘his_ testi-
‘mony, Ehrlichman looked: at
the television cameras and
called to “Young America”
mat to shun public service
but to seek it—though he

ter a local culture: that scoffs
at patriotism, family life and

morality ]ust as it adulates
the opposite.”
Ehrlichman recalled that

.'a previous witness, 30-year-

old . former White House
aide Gordon $S. Strachan,
told the committee that af-

. ter his searing experience in
the center of American po-
litical power he would ‘ad-

vise young people “fo. stay
away.”

“Gordon said stayaway,”
and your gallery laughed,”
Ehrlichman said, referring

to “the hlghly partlsan ‘nd

sometimes obstreperous

dience ﬂnaf has” packed 1-'hp ’

hearing room dayy;afterk day.
Ehrlichman said he did not
agree with Strachan, and de-
clared that unless young
people “come and do  bet-
ter,” the government will be

Yesterday, Ehrlichman
Sparred repeatedly with
Samuel Dash, the commit-
tee’s chief Democratic coun-
sel as Dash went back over
testlmony of  the last five
days and sought to under-
score  apparent contradie-
tions between Ehrlichman’s
version of, the: complicated
events of the last -year and
the accounts of other wit-
nesses. i

But although Ehrlichman
made it plain he considered
himself to .be . on hostile
ground, .he said at the 'end

.of ‘his ‘nearly 24 hours of tes-
timony hie' ‘thought ‘the ‘com-

m11-+ao nxiae mals AT
mitle MaING & 5Tritus

. effort to unravel the Water- -

gate affair.

“It’s an earnest effort on
the part of the committee to
do- its job effectively and
they're finding it hard to do,”
said the 48-year-old lawyer,

_.smiling . and ‘apparently re-

warned that those who come lost to “seatwarmers and
tc Washington will “encoun- hacks.”
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Ehrlichman’s testimony, the
committee focused its atten-
tion-on a few areas—espe-
cially White House efforts
to“conceal any connection
from' it to the June 17, 1972
burglary of the Watergate
offices of the Democratic
National Committee.

But Ehrlichman stiffly
maintained that he did not
know of any White House
invglvement-in-the-break-in
—other than the fact that
convicted conspirators E.
Howard Hunt Jr. and G.
Gordon Liddy had been em-
ployed in the White House—
until this spring, and that he
promptly turned over in-
formation he acquired to
federal prosecutors.

He did change his testi-
mony under questioning on

one point yesterday, how- -

ever, and told the committee
that he now believes he did
discuss the Watergate break-
in with President Nixon on
June 20, 1972. Earlier, he
had’ test]fled that the " sub-
ject did not ‘comeé’ up at that
meeting.

“I have rechecked what

sketchy notes I have and
find that I was in error on
that,” he said yesterday. “I

am sure there must have ~

g iegally

laxed, to a group of report-
ers as he left Capitol Hill. .

Though the members of
the committee evidently
could: have - prolonged- Ehrl-

. ichman’s questioning = fur-

ther, chairman Sam J. Ervin
Jr. (D-N.C.) moved the ses-
sion along at a brisker pace
than in the past. . ..

Several  senators, and
chief Republican ' counsel
Fred  Thompson, relin-
quished their allotted time
5o that Ehrlichman’s former
White House colleague, H.
R.. (Bob) Haldeman could
take thé stand by m' er-
noon -and. begin re\azdm -"'a‘

+raih e
LWoraour

ment;
Yesterday, 'as earher in
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Ehrlichman “says * Water-
gate committee prober ex-
amined tax returns. “for
days at a time.” Page A18
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been some discussion of the
Watergate with the Presi-
dent on that occasion.”

. Earlier in the day, Sen.
Lowell P. Weicker (R-Conn.)
noted a contradiction be-
tween what Ehrlichman was
saying in internal White
House telephone conversa-
tions and what he was tell-
ing newspapermen at the

same time. But this inconsis-_

tency between internal dis-
cussions and what the press
was told was- shrugged -off
by the witness as routine.
Weicker read an interview
Ehrlichman gave the Chi-
cago Tribune, published

April 2, in which Ehrlich- .

man discussed the pending
nomination of L. Patrick
Gray—a friend of Weicker—
to be permanent director of
the FBI. “The President
supports Mr. Gray’s nomina-
tion enthusiastically .and has
from the beginning,” "Ehrl-
ichman said in the ‘inter-
view. “No one else is under
consideration at all.”

In a telephone conversa-
tion last March 7 or 8 be-
tween  Ehrlichman  and
Dean, recorded by Ehrlich-
man and placed in the hear-
ing-record, Ehrlichman said
" Gray—whose nomination

~Wwas:in trouble—should be

left to “twist slowly, slowly

in the wingd,” and Dean said -

the President had told him
he:didn’t think Gray was
“smart enough” to head the
FBI

Asked by Weicker to ex-
plain the discrepancy, Ehrl-
ichman was  unruffled.
“What I may say to John
Dean privately, the in-house
disenchantment with that
nomination, certainly would
never be reflected in state-
ments to the press,” he said.

“Until the President de-
cides that he is going to
have to withdraw that nomi-
nation, then by George . . .
we are going to root for the
team.”

“Can we paraphrase ‘By
George’ (as . meaning) ‘we
are going to lie to the
press’?” Weicker said.

“We are certainly not go-
ing to indicate to the press
our disenchantment, that is
right,” Ehrlichman said.
Gray’s nomination was with-
drawn April 7, five days af-
ter the Tribune interview
appeared.



“Ehrlichman made it clear
at the outset of his testi-
mony last week that he
wanted to provide answers
" to all the questions about
his possible involvement
with all the Watergate-rela-
ted matters before the com-
mittee, and he said yester-
day he believed he had done
50.

But he also had a second-
ary objective, he said: “To

raise a voice for the Presi- -
dent, who is unrepresented -

here. As your questions de- .
veloped,” he went on, “I had

no opportunity to do so as

his advocate, I only shed
some light on facts which.
disproved a few of the false

allagationg which have heen =
ailegatiang which ‘have poen

advanced against him here.

“I do not apologize for my
loyalty to the President any
more than I apologize for
m§ love of this country. I
only hope that my testimony
here has somehow served
them both.”-

If Ehrlichman had satis-
fied himself that he had put

“-torest all the ‘questions, he
had clearly not satisfied all
the members of the commit-
tee and its staff—and pdrtlc—
ularly not Dash. -

‘Dash, a Geéorgetown Law
. School professor, and Ehrl-
ichman have each demon-
strated a facility for getting
under the other’s skin—and
the friction between the two
was never greater than yes-
terday. Neither lost an op-

portunity to needle the -

other.

In marked contrast to pre-
vious Wwitnesses, who have
submitted docilely and even

apologetically to sharp ques- -

~tioning, Ehrlichman seldom
failed to counterattack.

Following are a few sam-
ple exchanges, more notable
for their tone than thelr
content:

Ehrhchman* I do not
know, Mr: Dash Iwas more
mterested in-your assertion
than anything else.

Dash: I was just reading
(from a transcript). I was
not inserting.

Ehrlichman: No. Asser-
tions, not insertions.

Dash: Well, you do know,
as a matter of fact, the rea-
son-for that is that after Mr.

Ehrlichman: Are you go-
ing to testify . now, Mr.
Dash?

Dash: No. no.

Ehrlichman:  Well, I
couldn’t possibly agree to

that very long question, Mr.
Dash. There are so many
things wrong w1th 1t

Bhrhchman You. have a
way of festoonmg your ques-
tions, Mr. Dash, with facts
that are apparently only in
your knowledge.

Ehrlichman again -denied
vesterday Dean’s testimony
regarding politically sensi-
tive documents found in
Hunt’s safe in the White
House after the Watergate
break-in.

Dean has testlfled that
Ehrlichman~ told “Him to
“deep-six” them—sink them
in the.  Potomac, ° Ehrhr:h-
man. ‘said he. sugge%ted no
such’; .thing,” and had them
given personally to Gray for
safekeeping  because he
feared the Washington field-
office of the FBI would leak
them to the press. (Gray
later destroyed them, he ad-
mitted publicly this year.

Ehrlichmaun remarked to

the committee that: Dean -

“testified T told him* to get

rid of the briefcase, not the
contents.” Dash observed
-that Dean didn’t testify that
Ehrlichman told him to
empty the briefcase first,
On another subject, Ehr-
lichman also said that when

- he learned last fall of White

House links to Donald Se-
gretti, a political saboteur
who sought to disrupt the
campaigns -of Democratic
presidential candidates in
1972, he recommended they
be disclosed. But he indi-
cated he was overruled.
‘The hearing was marked

from time to time by angry
clashes among lawyers,
chiefly  involving Dash,
Thompson and John J. Wil.
son, Ehrlichman’s attorney.
At one point, with Thomp-
son and Dash snapping at
one another acrossthe com-
mittee chairman’s pounding
gavel, committee vice chair-
man Sen. Howard Baker (R-
Tenn.) broke in and re.
marked that “I think what
we are going through now is
evidence that this commit-
tee is in fact tired” from its

heavy schedule since the
hearings began May 17.

Both Baker . and Ervin
once again were forced to
caution the audience, which
despite repeated admoni-
tions showed a continuing
tendency yesterday to dem-

,onstrate a clear partisan
preference for the commit-
tee over the witness. ;

Thompson, foregoing his
final round of questioning
at the end of the hearing,
took note of this.

“I am a lawyer and T am
used to courtroom proce-
dure,” he said, “and this wit-
ness has been the subject of
moans and groans from the
audience, hisses, applause,
. . . other demonstrations.
And as far as I know, he is
the only witness who has
been subjected to all these
things. - :

“I think it’s iinfair to the
witness. I don’t think it does
the work of this committee
any good. ...I, for the last
few days’ testimony, have
regretted this. situation and
found it personally embar-
rassing.”

Shortly before Ehrlich-
man finished his testimony,
he was 'asked by Weicker if
he saw any conflict in the
fact that his attorney, Wil-
son, is also .representing

. Haldeman. .

+ Wilson, a 72-year-old
Washington lawyer who has
been as quick s his client
to snap back at the commit-
tee, angrily raised his voice.
“There is no conflict be-
tween these two gentle-
men (Haldeman and Ehr-
lichman),” he said. « .. I
say that without qualifica-
tion on the basis of more
years of practice of law than
any one of you sitting on
that ‘committee, including
the chairman.” 5
Ervin, a former North

Carolina Superior Court
judge, is 76.

-Ehrlichman , said he, did
not prepare his testimony
on the basis of conversa-
tions with Haldeman, a close
friend who also resigned

from the White House April
30, though he. said they
‘“discussed -the subject mat-
ter very extensively.”

Since  Haldeman  left
Washington for California
several weeks ago, he said,



they have talked with one
another seldom. .

Ehrlichman’ said that he

has “spent “virtually every
day since my termination at

the White House” preparing -

to testify.

When Dash asked him.if
when he did talk wity
Haldeman, it was in anticis
pation of his committee ap-’
pearance. Ehrlichman drew
a laugh when he responded.

“Mr. Dash, you are not the’
* only girl in town. There are

lots of other inquiries going
on.” : W
After the hearing, asked
by reporters if he thought
he is in danger of indict-
ment as a result of an inves:
tigation conduected by spe:
cial Watergate brosecutor
Archibald Cox, Ehrlichman
said he didn’t think so.

“I know of no reason why
I should be indieted,” ‘hes
said. But he observed that
“the prosecutor has a real
political problem with alt
this foofaraw on televigion”
and will be under pressure
to produce indictments ag
the result of his investiga-
tion.

In his final statement be-
fore leaving the witness
stand, Ehrlichman urged
young people not to be Tes
pelled by government and
stay away, as Gordon Stra-

" . chan advised. - -

“Our government and éur
politics are only as idealistic
(and) as honest as the peo;
ple ... who administer the
laws and run the campaigns
and fulfill the traditions,”
he said. "

“We are either going io
have highly motivated able
people running the political
campaigns and filling the of:
fices in government or we
will surely have seat-warn.
ers and hacks who will £il1
those places, and the coun-
iry will be worse forit. . :

“People must be attracted
who will come here to fight
for what they believe in and

fo work long hours to get

things done. I hope yourg
people don’t stay away . .,.I
hope they do come and do
better.” -



By Bob Burchette—The Washington Post’
John D. Ehrlichman faces the Senate select Watergate committee for a fifth and final day in the witness chair



