The Bhrlichman Caper of the Ides of April W 4/18/74

It had been my intention when the LATines story was first reported on radio news
to list the possib@liities, none of which included basic inaccuracy in the story. I was
and remain confident that Ehrlichman himself was responsible for the story.

In form the story is one of his J.dsz.L usionmment and of under standing more than
has been attributed to him (example, the 18 minutes not of Rose Hary).

My initial impression is that fer gome reason not lmsedistely apparent to me
Enrlichman was tosssing a few threats around, out the resson did not ilmmediately occur to
me, It did in reading btoday's AP report of his yesberday's statement, which was on TV
last nigh‘t.

if Bhriichuan had planited each cloment of the LaTimes story for a purpose he could
not better have served purposes that can Ls atitributed %o ench. An example of this is
the possibilities of liixon's continued groeatness in donmestic affairs. Not even Lhxiiche
man gan believe this, but he now eppears as Hixon's conbtinuing loyalist, even chsmpion.

A more important exampie is the 18 minubes. Iu the orviginal fornm there is reference
$0 no more than an expianabion. in ihe denial Bhriichman evedes denying and in fact does
not deny whot was atiributed t¢ him. ide uses the key word “knowledge" and denies only
“Kﬁﬁﬂlﬂdgeo"

He knows wiy¥e. And in explaining vhy he doespot have to have knowledge of who d4id it,

There is, in fact, no meaningful direct denial of the original storv's many parts,.

In itself this i significant.

He denies other things.

This will not be misced by 1 ose he intended reaching.

Dean is now ous of danger of further retribution. 5o, there remains of those who
cen be badly hurt if shrlichman cops = plea Nixon, Haldemen and Colson, among others.

This leaking followed iLruedistely upon what + have not been able to make nobes about,
although I have the stories clipped together for that prupcse. L1t is the subpenaeing
by Jaworski of the new tapes, etc., and the commentary accorpenying this. They can be

interpreted as a change in what Jaworsidd has been doing and as an 3m:<:tmn of what he
will now do. Simply put, I uwean a Vigsrom prosecution instead of further covering up.
If this is not a certainty, his new stateuncnts can be dnterpretod this vwaya.

Nixon's entire method hae becn to stall anc then to cannibalise. 4n fact, I have &
chater, "Hepublicans are Canuibals,” in what + have written,

Betwesn Hixon and Haldewan on one side and Ehrlichmsn on the other, there is no
doubt if faced with the cholce what liixon's would be.

From the beginning, as my carlier notes indicste, Ehrlichuan was prepared to be
digbarred. de started s new business which did not depend uson his being a membsr of the bar,

There is no doubt that thers was ples-bargaining for hin. I denieg no nore t‘nan
hnaving done 11t personally, which was never alm:ed. Wilson, vho fron the first had this

obvious conflict of interest, aisc represents Haldeuan,

EBhrlichman got hiuself a unew lawycr a month or s0 ngo. His pre
complicated by the requirewent that he protect Haldeman's interest.

If Ehrlicnman cops a piea, he slits the throats of all the others or does not perform
on bis deal and is in resl troubls. So, there is this inherent threat 4o the others: will
Enrlichman run further risks to dofond then in his deal?

This recent business is as clear and direct ¢ threat as Ehrlichmen cen make, Le is
threatening Nixon in person, Haldeman in person, both directly. And he can testify to
what would be utteriy ruincus toall of then.

His probiem is that without a deal for himself he can't de this becausec he is as
invoived and aes guilty pilus bearing guilt Tor gt lesst hiding other crimes tha” can ¢
be as easily atiributed to the others but of which they have knowledge {(which makes $hem
guilty of obstruction by their ;m.lencgf

Again sinplifiad, this can be Ehrlichman's warning that he wili not go into the
pot in silence. He will ot be cannihalized for Nimon et al.

sent counsel is not




