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Democratic National Chair-
man Jean Westwood has indi-
cated she may be willing to re-
sign if an acceptable candi-
date committed to continuing
party reforms is available to
¥eplace her.

Some of her associates are
trying to build up a candidacy
for Géo{g’e J. Mitchell, a na-
tional committeeman from
Maine and once the presiden-
tial campaign director for Sen.
Edmund S. Muskie.

Meanwhile, Gov. George C.
Wallace moved into the grow-
ing national committee strug-
gle, hoping to influence its
membership, the selection of
new members, and the choice
of a new chairman. Aides said

.|was-a member .of the commis-

he favors Robert S. Strauss of
Texas for the chairmanship.

Wallace sent one of his top!
former campaign aides, MIJ
chael Griffin, to open a Wash-/
ington office and begin con-|
tacting national committee]
members, who will meet here
on Dec. 9. I

On that day, organized;
labor, several governors and|
others hostile to Mrs. West-
wood will attempt to force her
to vacate the chairmanship.
They prefer someone not asso-
ciated with the campaign of
Sen. George McGovern and, in
Iabor’s case, someone not de-
termined to maintain the par-
ty’s reform rules.

Until yesterday, Mrs. West-
wood had insisted she would
remain as chairman and
claimed she had counted
enough votes to keep the job

{

i it came to a showdown in
the national committee.

But yesterday she issued a

statement saying that her own
future “is subordinate to con-
siderations about the future of
the party.” It said that she
will consult with Democratic
office-holders and other mem-
bers and groups in order to
build up the party. “I have
until Dec. 9 to decide how my
own future as chairman of the
Democratic National Commit-
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tee fits into these considera-|
tions,” her statement said. |

Associates said that al-
though no explicit agreement
has been reached Mrs. West-
wood is willing to step aside
in favor of Mitchell, with
whom she met here yesterday.

These. aides believe thatl
Mitchell would be more ac-
ceptable to traditional power
bloes in the party, such as la-
bor and state officials, and
could be elected without a
bruising confrontation.

He also appeals to the Me-
Govern faction because he
firmly supported the reform
rules adopted by the: party. He

sion, headed by MecGovern,
which forced state parties to
change the method of select-
ing delegates to nominating
conventions.

Mitchell has Iong been asso-
ciated with Muskie’s cam-
paigns and the building of the
Democratic Party in  Maine:
He once was Muskie’s admin-
istrative -assistant in the Sen-
ate. :

Now a lawyer in Portland,
Mitchell, 39, has been men-
tioned as a possible candidate:
for either governor or Con-
gress. Last week, in Maine, he
described himself as being:
“tired of polities” and said he
would be content to practice
law for a while.

Whether Mitchell would re-
ally be acceptable to the anti-
McGovern faction was an
open - question yesterday.
Maine Gov. Kenneth Curtis, a
close friend of Mitchell,
sounded out several governors
and found them “non-commit-|
tal.” :

“Most of the governors are
playing it cool,” Curtis said.
“They want to see if'they can’t
get one of their own elected.”
The governors are hoping to
build support for either for-|
mer Gov. Robert ‘MceNair of |
South Carolina -or Gov. War- J
ren Hearnes :of *Missouri,
whose term expires this year.

The chairman®of the Demo-
cratic governor’s caucus, Gov.
‘Dale L. Bumpers'of Arkansas, |
said in Little Rock yesterday |
‘that he was aware of efforts to|
|reach a' compromise on the|
| chairmanship. But he said any |
compromise in which = Mrs.'
Westwood  wished to"‘resign
‘and name her own sucessor
'would be unsatisfactory.’ The
governor’s caucus has insisted
that she resign. ;

Mrs. Westwood’s aides con-

tinued to assert yesterday that

_she could win any floor fight

against a . faetion backing
Strauss, the Dallas lawyer who
has been party treasurer. But
she would be willing to step
aside to avoid a new party
split if someone like Mitchell
can amass support for the job. |

Wallace’s move into the|
arena was his first attempt to
affect the direction of the na-|
tional party since he was shot’
during the presidential prima-,
ries last spring. "

Joseph  Azbel, Wallace’s,
campaign director of commu-l
nications, said the recuperat-
ing governor would insist that |

Mrs. Westwood resign and
ithat the party reform rules bhe
abapdoned because ‘those
were . what led to the defeat”
in the past election.

Charles Snider, Wallace’s
campaign director, said the
only man the governor now
supports for the chairmanship
is Strauss. Azbel said Wallace
“doesn’t know that much
bout Mitchell.”

| A top Wallace goal, Azl
said, would be to influence-t
selection of the national co
jmittee’s additional 25 me
[bers, a bloe that could eonts
the committee’s direction |,
'key, closely-contested issues.
There is a possibility ‘t
Wallace will come to Washiz
ton during the week of the 1
'tional committee’s meeting .
December, Azbel said. :
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