J cgpggrski Reported Rebuffed

,-Statenzent for Scott

By William Claiberne -
Washington Post Staft Writer.

' The White House verbal counterattack

Monday on the credibility of John W. Dean
IIT was in acquiescence to demands made
by Senate Minority Leader Hugh Seott (R-
Pa.), it was learned yesterday.

The written statement by White House
special counsel James D. 8t. Clair to the
effect that presidential tape recordings “do
not support” Dean’s testimony was tele-
phoned to Scoit just in time for him to
release it to a Capitol Hill luncheon gather-

ing of Pennsylvania newspaper editors and -

reporters—but not until the guests were
half finished with tbeir meal.

The host obviously knew he would have
good news to tell though. As one of those
present described it, Scott announced dur-
ing the fruit cup that he had been advised
by the White House that some news would
be forthcoming.

As the guests reached the main course,
a secretary entered with a message for the
senator. St. Clair’s statement was ready. -

Scott then told the gathering about the
challenge of Dean’s testimony—at the same
time the statement was being put out across
town in the White House press room by
deputy press secretary Gerald 1. Warren.

Scott’s announcement ended days of in-—

tense efforts by the GOP leader to obtdin

White House support of his cred.ibijifty,f

See SCOTT, _Alﬂ,icol‘.:l o

Nixon Sends Letter

_-By William Claiborne -

T Washington Post Statl Writer o

‘President Nixon reportedly has rejected
Watergate Special Prosecutor Leon Jawor-
ski’s requests for additional tapes and doc-
uments ‘en the ground that ths speeial
prosecution foree aiready has enough evi-
dence to wind up its investigation of the
scandal. s

The White House response fo Jaworski's
requests was contained in a four-page let-
ter sent Monday evening by specinl presi-
dential counsel James D. St. Clair. - .

. -Officials; -of thé prosecution  force de-

clined to discuss details, but there were
indieations last night that St, Clair’s letter
echoed Mr. Nixon’s remark last Wednes-
day in his State of the Union address that
‘“one year of Watergate is enough.” -

The thrust of the letter was that the
White House is convineed that it has sur-
rendered enough- eonfidential presidential
papers for the government to sueeessfully
prosecute anyone criminally involved in
the Watergate scandal, it was understood,

Despite the expressions of pessimism
voiced in the special prosecutor’s office
following receipt of St..Clair’s letter, the
phrasing. of the "dorument was eongidered
sufficiently cloudy to warrant a request for
clarification, staff members said.

Jaworski was in Houston yesterday and

" eotild ‘not be reached for -éommén’t

“See TAPES, A8, Col. 1



W hite House Reported to Refuse
Prosecutor’s Evidence Requesi
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However, a statement issued
by the special prosecutor’s of-
fice said, “This office has re-
ceived a lengthy communica-
tion from the White House
counsel which will require
clarification and further dis-

cussion between Mr. Jaworski
and Mr. St. Clair. We will
have no further comment un-

til those discussions are held
late this week.”. - :

Jaworski is expected to re-
turn to Washington tonight,
an aide said.

Deputy White House press
secretary Gerald ‘L. Warren
yesterday acknowledged the
existence of St. Clair’s letter,
but refused to gzo beyond
that.

In a spirited exchange re-

porters at the daily White
House briefing, Warren indi-
cated that his silence on the
tapes issue was at St. Clair’s
direction.

“Mr. St. Clair is entrusted
with this matter and I am
not,” Warren said in response
to one question about the
letter.

In answer to a rephrasing of
the same query, Warren said
testily: “When you are asking
me to comment on confiden-
tial communications between
the Whte House council’s of-
fice and the special prosecu-

tor’s office it should come as

no surprise to you that I will
take the guidance of the
White House counsel in my
answer to you.” :

Warren said he had met ear-
lier in the day with St. Clair,
who is in charge of Mr. Nix-
on’s Watergate defense task
foree.

Warren’s reticence appeared
to reflect the posture of press
secretary Ronald L. Ziegler,
who announced on Friday that

/it i the .“very firm determina-
Wy e S A “

tion” of the President and his
aides that presidential spokes-
men _will not routinely re-
spond to Watergate queries at
the regular White House brief-
ings.

. The evidently strained rela-
tions between the special pros-
ecution force and the White
House began to surface over
the weekend when -Jaworski
said in a television interview

that he expected a reply from
St. Clair on Monday to his re-
quest for additional Watergate
tapes and documents.

The special prosecutor is be-
lieved to be seeking 20 more
documents, including one
tape.

In the Sunday interview, Ja-
worski said if the White
House refused to honor his re-
quest for additional evidence,
he would consider asking the
U.S. District Court to issue
subpoenas.

That course would set the
stage for a repeat of the con-
stitutional confrontation ecre-
ated when the former special
prosecutor, Archibald Cox, '
subpoenaed tapes and doeu-
ments from Mr. Nixon last
summer.

Cox won in district and ap-
pellate courts, but was fired
Oct. 20 after he refused a
“compromise” put forward by
the President in which the
President would submit sum-
maries of the contested tapes
to Sen. John C. Stennis (D-
Miss.) for verification and Cox
would give up pursuit of other

evidence through the ecourts.




President
Aequiesced
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while at the same time plung-
ing the President’s lawyers into
a new major dispute with the
Watergate special prosecution
force. - .

Previously, Scott had critie-
ized the White House for not
backing up his repeated asser-
tions that summaries ‘of presi-
dential tapes contradiet Dean’s
testimony that Mr. Nixon first
became aware of the attempts
to cover up the Watergate
scandal before last March 21.

Scott had brought up the
whole thing on Jan. 20, when
he said he had seen such evi-
dence. The White House was
silent and let Scott speak for
himself. ‘

Then the office of the spe-
eial prosecutor was asked in
court about the veracity of
Dean and said it had no rea-
son to doubt the testimony.
With that, Scott began to show
signs that he was facing a
credibility test of his own,

“I’u be o : a. 1 d ] 3
be a patsy %%&%SW
told reporters on Jan. 30, add-
ing that he had urged White
House offic#ls to release some
of the tape summaries. He
warned that “if the rug is pull-
ed out from under me,” he
would have more to say.

The sharpest blow to Scott’s]
assertions about Dean came
last Thursday when Watergate
Assistant Special Prosecutc_yr d
Richard J. Davis declared . in
U. S. District Court that “We
have no basis for believing
that Mr. Dean has committed
perjury in any proceeding.”

The next ‘day,’ Secott and
House Minority Leader John
J. Rhodes (R-Ariz.) went to the
White House and met with
Mr. Nixon. Scott made it clear
then that he wanted a White
House statement backing his|
position on Dean, a congres: |
sional source said. :

Later in the day, Scott re-:

turned to the White House |
and talked about the matter at |
length with chief of staff Alex-|
ander M. Haig Jr: . ;

- one of them said, “He made

Haig first suggested that a|
statement could he issued |
through the regular White |
House press spokesmen, but |
Scott is understood to have ve-
toed thatidea. Sources said he
wanted a statement from al
high-level presidential assist-
ant. The two men then agreed
on St. Clgir. "~ * + ~t4 )

Scott returned to his office
and told members of his staff
that St. Clair would be issuing
a statement on Monday.

‘Monday was" Scott’s regular
monthly luncheon with Penn-
sylvania newspaper editors
and reporters. It was evident
to Scott, his aides say, that
the issue of Dean’s veracity
would come up.

The Republican leader was
gaid to pe barticularly sensi-
tive about a home-state news-
baper cartoon which depicted
him sitting alone at the end]
of a tree limb.

One of Scott’s aides said
the senator repeated to the
newsmen at the luncheon that
he had “gone to the well time
after time” for the President,
but that he did not intend to
become a “patsy” in the con-
troversy surrounding Dean’s
testimony.

“My job is not to protect
the President or his aides, but
it is to protect the truth. My
sole concern is the pursuit of
the truth, and there I have
been in an uncomfortable
position for some time,” Scott
was quoted as telling the news-
men. )

While Scott’s aides were re-
luctant to discuss the extent
of the pressure their boss put
on the White House last week,

2 very, very strong position
that something had to be done
by the White House to back
him wup.”

Not one other mMmember of
Congress has admittég seeing
the summaries and- -tran-
seripts of the tapes that Scott
says prove Mr. Nixon innocent
of the cover-up.

The - .White House refusals
to make the summaries of the
tapes generally available, ae-
cording to the ‘senator, have
been:based on a“reluctance to
set a precedent for other re-
quests or to prejudice the
rights of potential defendants.

With the release of St.
Clair's statement, Scott was
said to have told friends he
was relieved that the contro.
versy over Dean was again a
“matter between the White
House and the special prose-
cutor, where it belongs.”




