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John W. Dean III wrote
directly to President Nixon
asking for freer access to
the files he used when he
was the President’s counsel,
but the request was bluntly
-denied, Dean told the Sen-
ate select Watergate com-

mittee yesterday.

The committee, at the dir-
ection of Chairman Sen.
‘Sam J. rvin Jr. (D-N.C),

§ immediately asked the
¢ white House to permit Dean
i to make photocopies of his
s files. Dean’s request to do so
;' had been rejected by J. Fred
¢ Buzhardt, the President’s
¢ special counsel for Water-
kgaterelated matters.

Buzhardt refused to com-
ment, and other White
House officials gave no indi-
cation whether the Presi-
dent would accede to the
committee’s request.
¢ If the White House did

i not respond, the committee
; could subpoena the files—
¥ something it has thus far
“ been reluctant to do as a
;. bresidential refusal could
. result in a constitutional cri-
sis.
» Dean has been given lim-
. ited access to the files, he
testified yesterday, but has
. only been vpermitted to
make longhand copies, using
. a safe in the basement of
the Executive Office Build-
~-ing—where the files are
now stored—as a table

Since he was fired by the
President April 30, he has
not been allowed to remove
material or make photoco-
pies, he said, ’

Photoco

The question of the files
farose after Dean told the
committee they contained “a
number of requests from
i various members of the

White House staff to see if
' tax exemptions and altera-

. tion of the tax status could
be removed from various
charitable foundations and
¢ the like” that were consid-
ered “hostile to the adminis-
tration.”

When Sen. Daniel K.
Touye (D-Hawaii) requested
that these documents be
given to the committee,
Dean said that he “would
hope that the committee put
the White House on notice
or they may. well not be
there when I get there.”

Dean said his access to
the files had been restricted
since April 30, the day he
was fired. On that day, he
recalled, his office safes and
other material were sealed
with (steel) bands and subse-
quently removed to the
basement of the Executive
Office Building. B

After he was denied per-.

mission to photocopy mate-
rial from his files, Dean
said, he renewed the request
to Buzhardt personally. “I’'m
sorry, I can’t do anything
about it,” he said Buzhardt
told him. .

Buzhardt said yesterday,
“T can’t comment one way or
the other on it. Were not
commenting at all on wit-
nesses’ testimony” to the
Watergate committee.

Dean said that if he had
access to his files and those
of members of his staff, he
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would be able to check .sub-
jects upon which he has
been questioned by the com-
mittee during his five days
as a witness.

He specifically mentioned
administration discussions
of the doctrine of executive
privilege — originaly cited
by the President as grounds
for preventing Dean and
other White House staff

- members from appearing be-

fore the committee -— and
his own personal financial
records. ’

Sen. Edward J. Gurney (R-
Fla.) had asked Dean for ad-
ditional financial informa-
tion.

“Presently T am not al-
lowed to Xerox any copies
of anything,” Dean told the
committee, “and I would
hope . . . that I not have to
sit and copy all my own
financial records.”

Dean did not leave behind
all the potentially sensitive
material to which he had ac-
cess in his files when he left
the White House,

He took with him docu-
ments detailing a 1970 plan
drawn up in the White
House for expanded domes.
tic intelligence operations
against radical groups. The
plan, drafted by former
White House aide Tom
Charles Huston, called for
“surreptitious entry”’—break-
ing and entering—to gain
evidence and information on
those targeted.

Dean gave the documents,
including the Huston plan,
to U.S. Distriet Court Judge
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Sens. Baker and Ervin confer during committee hearings in the Watergate case investigations.

John J. Sirica, who presided
over the criminal trial of the
Watergate defendants in
January. Sirica subsequent-
ly gave copies to the Ervin
committee.

Later, Dean gave the com-
mittee other documents he
removed fr om the White
House. These included a so-
called “enemies list” of peo-
ple — especially politicians,

academics an d journalists
—and organizations consid-
ered hostile by the admin-
istration; a memo by Dean
on how to “use the available
federal machinery to screw”

these enemies, and another
memo by Dean recommend-
ing the use of the Internal
Revenue Service machinery
to harass political op-
ponents.




